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25 July 2021 Chapter 14:20-40 

Verse of the Day: 
What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an 

interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. (1 Corinthians 14:26) 
 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, Why? 
 
What's Going On Here? 
Paul would prefer that worship leaders and participants prophesy, that is, speak the Word of God in language 
that all can understand. But because he recognizes speaking in tongues as a gift of the Holy Spirit, Paul does not 
forbid its use in the church. However, he does feel it necessary to point out the limitations of such speaking and 
to outline the condition necessary for orderly worship. Peace and good order will prevail in public worship 
when Christians make the love of God's Word and for one another their aim.1 
 
 

20 Brothers, do not be children in your 
thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your 
thinking be mature. 21 In the Law it is 
written, “By people of strange tongues 
and by the lips of foreigners will I speak 
to this people, and even then they will not 
listen to me, says the Lord.” 22 Thus 
tongues are a sign not for believers but 
for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign 
not for unbelievers but for believers. 23 If, 
therefore, the whole church comes 
together and all speak in tongues, and 
outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they 
not say that you are out of your minds? 
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever 
or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, 
he is called to account by all, 25 the 
secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, 
falling on his face, he will worship God 
and declare that God is really among you. 

v20: What’s the biggest difference between being a child and 
being an adult when you consider that we are the same in that we 
are both human? 
 
 
v22: what is the purpose of a “sign” (also consider John 2:11 & 
20:30–31)? 
 
 
 
v25: c.f. John 4:26–30 
V1-25: Consider what Paul says in these verses (and Ch 12), What 
are Paul's two main concerns regarding the gift of tongues? 
 
 

Orderly Worship 
26 What then, brothers? When you 

come together, each one has a hymn, a 
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an 
interpretation. Let all things be done for 
building up. 27 If any speak in a tongue, 
let there be only two or at most three, and 
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each in turn, and let someone interpret. 
28 But if there is no one to interpret, let 
each of them keep silent in church and 
speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two 
or three prophets speak, and let the others 
weigh what is said. 30 If a revelation is 
made to another sitting there, let the first 
be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one 
by one, so that all may learn and all be 
encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets 
are subject to prophets. 33 For God is not 
a God of confusion but of peace. 

 

 
v28: 1st command of silence 
 
 
 
 
 
v30: 2nd command of silence 
 
 

As in all the churches of the saints, 
34 the women should keep silent in the 
churches. For they are not permitted to 
speak, but should be in submission, as the 
Law also says. 35 If there is anything they 
desire to learn, let them ask their 
husbands at home. For it is shameful for 
a woman to speak in church. 

v34: 3rd command of silence 
 
v34: should be in submission à voluntary submission: “Paul and 
his fellow apostles are appealing for voluntary subordination. … 
[Paul] does not call for men to make women subordinate. The 
Son’s voluntary submission to the Father provides the model 
(15:27–28). 2”           c.f. 1 Cor 11:3-5 

36 Or was it from you that the word of 
God came? Or are you the only ones it 
has reached? 37 If anyone thinks that he is 
a prophet, or spiritual, he should 
acknowledge that the things I am writing 
to you are a command of the Lord. 38 If 
anyone does not recognize this, he is not 
recognized. 39 So, my brothers, earnestly 
desire to prophesy, and do not forbid 
speaking in tongues. 40 But all things 
should be done decently and in order. 

 

v35: ask àthis verb “often suggests more pressing and probing 
questions and is used of judicial examinations (Mk 14:60–61), 
investigations, and counterquestions (Mk 15:44; Acts 23:34).”3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v40: taxis à order; fixed succession; arranging; appointed; proper 
procedure 

 
As women are called on to respectfully yield to men in the home and in the church, men are called on to 
respectfully honor women (1 Peter 3:7;1 Corinthians 11:ll-12; Ephesians 5:25- 33). What does such 
respectful treatment of women by Christian men communicate to unbelievers? 
 
 
 
 
Worship Wars: What is the primary purpose of worship? Should worship be primarily for edifying those who 
are already church members (and who presumably are Christian believers), or should worship be designed to 
attract and recruit outsiders (marginally Christian “seekers” and also unbelievers)?4 
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