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4 July 2021 Chapter 12:12-30 

Verse of the Day: 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:7) 

 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, Why? 
 
What's Going On Here? 
Having discussed good order at public worship and the proper observance of the Lord's Supper (chapter 11), 
Paul proceeds to another point of church order, namely, the nature and use of spiritual gifts. The Holy Spirit, 
who leads people to faith in Jesus Christ, also gives them a variety of gifts. With these gifts, Christians are 
enabled to render a variety of services for the common good of the church. While by God's order some offices 
in the church rank higher than others and carry more responsibilities, every member who serves the body of 
Christ, in whatever capacity, is to be held in honor.1 
 
 

One	Body	with	Many	Members 
12 For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink 
of one Spirit.  

14 For the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less 
a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would be the sense of 
smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in 
the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were 
a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it 
is, there are many parts, yet one body. 
 

 
v12: melos – member/part/limb/a part as member of a 
whole (c.f. 1 Cor 6:15–17). 
 
V14: “one” – Paul is reinforcing here again the idea 
that there should be no divisions in the church (c.f. 1 
Cor 1:10–13), but indirectly what is he also implying 
about baptism? 
 
 
 
v18: tithemi – put, place, lay, set, lay aside (money), 
store up, appoint, establish an arrangement (also v 23 
& 28) 
 
 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need 
of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no 
need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
23 and on those parts of the body that we think less 
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 

v24: composed – as in blending of paint colors 
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unpresentable parts are treated with greater 
modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not 
require. But God has so composed the body, giving 
greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there 
may be no division in the body, but that the 
members may have the same care for one another. 
26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together. 

v26: Can you think of any practical examples that 
illustrate this verse? 
 
 
 
The human body feels and acts as a unit. By what 
actions does the body of Christ demonstrate that it, too, 
is a unit? 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, 
administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are 
all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? 
Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But 
earnestly desire the higher gifts.  

And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

v28: administrating à helmsman or ship’s captain 
 
Apostle, prophet, & teacher, what’s the difference? 
 
Why do you think Paul labeled these gifts as 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, and then? 
 
 
v29-30: rhetorical questions à answer NO! (c.f. 1 
Peter 4:10–11) 
 
v30: Some spiritual gifts have greater importance in 
God's kingdom. What does Jesus tell us about greatness 
among His followers (c.f. Mark 9:33–37)? 

 
Prophecy: Caught up into God’s council, prophets were given a divine vista of the past, present, and future, 
enabling them to call God’s people to repentance of past transgressions of the covenant, to apply the divine 
Word to the present situation, and to speak prophetically of the future. They were both “forth-tellers” and 
“foretellers.” … Stemming as it does from direct divine revelation, the phenomenon of biblical prophecy may 
not simply be equated with preaching. The distinction is that prophecy involved new revelations from God, 
while preaching was the proclamation and dissemination of the Gospel and other articles of the faith that had 
already been revealed.2 
 
Tongues:  On Pentecost Day the outpoured Spirit enabled the disciples “to speak in other tongues” (Acts 2:4). 
Thus the Pentecost miracle was “no mere miracle of hearing” but a “philological miracle” by which “Parthians 
and Medes and Elamites” and others heard “each in his own language” the great things God had done in Christ 
(Acts 2:8–11). The Spirit’s gift on that occasion was the ability to proclaim the Gospel in known human 
languages. The speaker may have had no natural facility in the language and perhaps did not understand what 
he was saying, but the hearers who had a natural competence in the language recognized the language as their 
native tongue and understood what was said.3 

Unlike the bilingual or multilingual person whose mind is intensively engaged as he switches from 
language to language, the Corinthians were, in a sense, transported beyond themselves, ecstatic (though not in 
the sense of uncontrolled, irrational, or emotional frenzy), as they prayed in the Spirit while their minds (with 
their natural limitations) were in suspension (1 Cor 14:13–19). In this respect, the gift of tongues resembled the 
gift of prophecy whereby special revelation from God, transcending normal preaching and teaching, was 
conveyed to fellow Christians.4 

                                                
2 Lockwood, G. J. (2000). 1 Corinthians (pp. 430–431). Saint Louis: Concordia Pub. House. 
3 Lockwood, G. J. (2000). 1 Corinthians (p. 434). Saint Louis: Concordia Pub. House. 
4 Lockwood, G. J. (2000). 1 Corinthians (p. 437). Saint Louis: Concordia Pub. House. 


