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27 June 2021 Chapter 12:1-11 

Verse of the Day: 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:7) 

 
Review: Who, What, When, Where, Why? 
 
What's Going On Here? 
Having discussed good order at public worship and the proper observance of the Lord's Supper (chapter 11), 
Paul proceeds to another point of church order, namely, the nature and use of spiritual gifts. The Holy Spirit, 
who leads people to faith in Jesus Christ, also gives them a variety of gifts. With these gifts, Christians are 
enabled to render a variety of services for the common good of the church. While by God's order some offices 
in the church rank higher than others and carry more responsibilities, every member who serves the body of 
Christ, in whatever capacity, is to be held in honor.1 
 

 
 
 

Spiritual	Gifts 
12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want 
you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were 
pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were 
led. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one 
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” 
and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 

v1: spiritual gifts à things belonging to the 
Spirit 
don’t be uniformed à don’t continue to be 
stupid 
 
v3: Why is it important to understand this? (c.f. 
1 John 4:1–6, Romans 10:9–10, and Mark 
9:38–41) 
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v3: “In ca. a.d. 112, Pliny the Younger, the 
Roman governor of Bithynia,  wrote to the 
emperor, Trajan, that in his investigation of 
those accused of being Christians, if a suspect 
would curse Christ and worship statues of gods 
and the emperor, he would let the suspect go 
because these were things “those who are really 
Christians cannot be made to do.” Those who 
refused to curse Christ and worship the emperor 
were executed.”2 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  
5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;  
6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who empowers them all in everyone.  

7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good.  

8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues.  

11 All these are empowered by one and the same 
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as 
he wills. 

v4; gift – charisma – “that which is freely and 
graciously given, favor bestowed, gift” 
 
 
 
v4-6: Spirit, Lord, God – c.f. 1 Cor 1:3 & 2 Cor 
13:14 
 
v7-10: What is the Holy Spirit’s purpose in 
giving such diverse gifts to His people? 
 
 
 
v7-11: given & apportions: Paul seems to be 
focusing a lot on how the Spirit is the active 
agent here, knowing the Corinthians divisions 
and conflict why do you think he is focusing on 
this? 
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