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Serving in God’s Mission 
Congregational Bible Study 

Introduction 
 
The Bible is not a how-to manual for strategic planning. 
 
While the Bible is not a manual on strategic planning, it does speak to some of the same 
issues that strategic planning addresses. Both the Bible and strategic planning deal with 
topics like understanding God’s purpose for our congregation, making good use of the 
gifts that the Lord has entrusted to us, and working together to accomplish God’s mission 
for our congregation. 
 
This study is meant to help you see how strategic planning can be a useful tool for 
planning and implementing a faithful response to the Lord’s call to carry out His mission 
through the work of our congregation. It draws on God’s Word and His gifts, but it 
doesn’t try to make the Bible into a strategic planning handbook. 
 
The Bible is not a how-to manual for strategic planning. It’s so much more than that. It’s 
God’s Word of life and salvation. 
 
 
 
1. God Has a Purpose for You 
 
“The purpose of life is a life of purpose”  
Robert Byrne, American author, 1930-2016 
 
If you think about this quote from Robert Byrne about purpose it doesn’t make much 
sense. It sounds like circular reasoning – and it is. If the purpose of life is a life of 
purpose, then what is a life of purpose? Does any purpose fulfill the purpose of life or are 
there some that do and some that fall short? And, if not just any purpose will do, how can 
we know which purposes are meaningful and which purposes are meaningless? 
 
These questions are important because people want to know that their lives have purpose. 
We live in an era in which the main view of our lives is that “we come from nothing and 
we go to nothing.” With that view of life, it’s hard to find purpose in anything. But that 
isn’t how God’s Word describes our lives. God has given us purpose. 
 
Psalm 138:8 
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.    
Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 
Proverbs 16:4 
The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble 
 



 
 

4 
 

Serving in God’s Mission 
Congregational Bible Study 

What is true for us as individuals is also true for us as a congregation. Just as it is good 
for us to know as individuals that we have a purpose for our lives, we need to understand 
that God has a purpose for our congregation. But knowing that God has a purpose for us 
and knowing what God’s purpose for us is are two different things. 
 
As we seek to understand God’s purpose for us, we do well to remember Proverbs 19:21: 
Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand. 
 
 
 
1a. What’s the source of the world view that “we come from nothing and we go to 

nothing”? 
 
 
 
 
1b. How do Proverbs 16:4 and Psalm 138:8 contradict the idea that “we come from 

nothing”? 
 
 
 
 
1c. How does Proverbs 16:4 show us that our lives have a purpose? That our 

congregation has a purpose? 
 
 
 
 
1d. What warning is found in Proverbs 19:21? Why is this warning necessary?  
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2. God’s Purpose and the Shape of the Body 
 
 
Isaiah 14:8-10 
8 “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 9 remember the 
former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none 
like me, 10 declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet 
done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’” 
 
God acts with intention. He purposes to do something and then He works things out to 
accomplish His purpose. One example of this is how He shapes a congregation.  
 
In 1 Corinthians 12:12-18, the church is described as a body.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:12–18 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong 
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were 
an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 
one of them, as he chose. 
 
We should think of our congregation as an instance of the body of Christ. According to 
His purpose, God has set this body in a place, at a time, and for a people. He has 
“arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose” (1 Cor. 12:18). In 
other words, God has shaped the body for a purpose.  
 
A very important insight into God’s purpose for our congregation is to look at the shape 
of the body. What people has the Lord gathered into this congregation? What kinds of 
gifts, education, and experience do they have? How has He equipped this body?  
 
God doesn’t not act haphazardly. He shapes the body for a place, a time, and a people 
according to His purposes. 
 
 
 
2a. Using one of your favorite team sports (e.g., basketball, football, soccer, etc.), give 

an example of how the shape of an athlete’s body plays an important part of what 
role he or she has on the team. 
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2b. In what ways does the shape of our body as a congregation limit what ministry 

options we have (including things we can’t do now that we were once able to do)? 
 
 
 
 
2c. In what ways does the shape of our body as a congregation point us to ministry 

options that we haven’t considered before? 
 
 
 
 
2d. How do Isaiah 14:10 and 1 Corinthians 12:18 reinforce each other? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


