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EYES ON JESUS 

MIDWEEK OF LENT 4: STUDENT 

MURDEROUS EYES 
MARK 14:1–2, 53–65 

OPENING 
Pray:	Almighty	God,	our	heavenly	Father,	Your	mercies	are	new	every	morning;	and	though	we	deserve	only	

punishment,	You	receive	us	as	Your	children	and	provide	for	all	our	needs	of	body	and	soul.	Grant	that	we	may	
heartily	acknowledge	Your	merciful	goodness,	give	thanks	for	all	Your	benefits,	and	serve	You	in	willing	obedience;	
through	Jesus	Christ,	Your	Son,	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	You	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	and	
forever.	(Collect	for	the	Fourth	Sunday	in	Lent,	LSB	Altar	Book,	p.	583)	

INTRODUCTION 
The chief priests and scribes saw Jesus as an obstacle to be rid of by violence. The hatred that leads to 

murdering one’s neighbor was as old as Cain killing his innocent brother Abel. The Jewish leaders refused to 
believe that the source of all murderous thoughts is Satan, who “was a murderer from the beginning” and “the 
father of lies” (John 8:44). Yet during the Passover festival, their murderous plans for Jesus would unwittingly 
bring about the Father’s sacrifice of the ultimate Passover Lamb.  

QUESTIONS 
1. Read John 11:45–53. Why were the Jewish leaders concerned about Jesus continuing His active ministry? 

How did God make good use Caiaphas’s ruthless plan? 
 
 
 
 

2. Why was it so problematic for the Jewish leaders that the “testimony [against Jesus] did not agree” (Mark 
14:56)? See Deuteronomy 17:6 and 19:15. 

 
 
 
 

3. What does Proverbs 19:9 say about breaking the Eighth Commandment? What does this reveal about those 
who testified against Jesus? Who stands behind this commandment (and all of them)? See Deuteronomy 19:16–
20. 

 
 
 
 

4. What was Jesus actually referring to when He said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up”? See John 2:19–21. 
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5. Jesus responds to the high priest’s query with the words “I am” (Mark 14:62). Why is the significance of 
this greater than if Jesus had answered merely “Yes”? See Exodus 13:13–15 and John 8:56–59. 
	
	
	
	

6. The high priest asserts that Jesus’ words are self-evident blasphemy. Why were Jesus’ words music to the 
high priest’s ears? See Leviticus 24:16. 
 

 
 

7. How does the spitting and the striking of Jesus by the mob fulfill Scripture? See Isaiah 50:4–9. How does 
this passage show that the disgrace suffered by the Lord’s servant will not end in defeat? 

 
 
 
 
8. Read 1 John 3:11–15. How does this passage show that none of us passes muster before God on the basis 

of the Fifth Commandment? How does the murder of Jesus at the hands of the Jewish leaders comfort us in the 
face of this revelation?  
 

CONCLUSION 
Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say 

to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is 
in heaven” (Matthew 5:43–45). Our hatred of others has rendered us no less guilty than the Jewish leaders whose 
murderous hearts led them to hand Jesus over to the Romans for execution. May we find comfort in the fact that 
God the Father has been kind to us rebellious sinners and has accomplished the full forgiveness of all our sins 
through the murder of His innocent Son. 

CLOSING 
Pray:	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	we	often	have	gazed	with	murderous	hatred	upon	our	fellow	man.	Look	upon	us	with	

favor,	forgive	all	our	sins,	and	replace	any	hatred	in	our	hearts	with	love	for	You	and	our	neighbor;	for	You	live	and	
reign	with	the	Father	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	and	forever.	Amen.		
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