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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Members of Trinity, 

   Over the 501 years from the Reformation in 1517 there is one hymn that stands out, “A Mighty Fortress is Our 

God.”  Is it any wonder that Martin Luther chose Scripture passages to pen the hymn?  It was the Bible that had 

unlocked the prison that was enslaving his soul.  It was the Bible that provided the key to everlasting life through 

faith in Jesus Christ.  It was the Bible that was his defense when he was pressed by foes on all sides.  It was the 

Christ that came alive to him in that Book and made him defy pope and emperor to defend the truth as his 

conscience dictated. 

   There just might be another hymn that we would like to include in defense of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and 

I’m sure there are many others.  The one I am referring to is “The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ Her 

Lord.”  This hymn was written by Rev. Samuel John Stone in 1866.  It was written during a time of great doctrinal 

controversy in the Church of England.  A book had been written challenging the accuracy of the Scriptures, 

especially the first five Books of the Bible.  Rev. Stone defended the trustworthiness of the Word of God.  He too 

was well aware of the effectiveness of singing, just like Luther.  He actually wrote 12 hymns summarizing the 

Apostles Creed, the 12 articles of faith in the Creed.  The “Church’s One Foundation” was the hymn he wrote 

for article 9 of the Creed, which affirms belief in “the holy ‘catholic’ church” and the “communion of saints.”  

(Catholic with a small ‘c’ means universal).  

   What is the point of all this?  You and I are part of the Church of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the foundation of that 

church!  He and His Church are a mighty fortress in the world we live in.  We are attacked daily from sin, Satan, 

and ourselves; all striving to lead us astray and to give up on God who is our Savior.  We need all the help we 

can get to withstand the “gates of hell,” Matthew 16:18. 

   What are we doing about this problem?  Are we making use of what God has given us?  Are we singing?  Are 

we worshipping?  Are we reading the Bible?  Are we gathering as the Church of Jesus Christ?  Are we helping 

our fellow members of the Church to remain strong in their faith? 

   Pray with me that we see each often as we worship the “one foundation” and “our mighty fortress,” Jesus 

Christ.     

   God’s richest blessings and Peace be with you.  

Pastor Thur 

 

Do yourself a favor, pick up your Bible and look up the following Bible passages: 1 Cor. 3:11, Eph. 2:20, 2 Tim. 

3:16, 2 Peter 1:20 & 21, Psalm 46, Rom. 3:19 – 28, John 8:31 – 36, Hebrews 10:19 - 39 – blessed reading and 

growing! 

 

Elders 

   The Elders received 

assignments for the remainder 

of 2018 and the Advent season. 

Pastor Thur will conduct all athe 

Advent services and Christmas 

Eve. Christmas Day services are 

still in discussion. The next Elders 

meeting is January 6, 2019 at 8 

a.m.      

  The Elders are:      

Roland Walter        882-7450 

Ralph Wegner        565-3936 

Josh Chittick        560-4785 

Mark Johnson         570-7639 

Bill Witthans           533-9055    

    

 

Please feel free to contact any 

of them at any time with 

comments or concerns. 

 

The October 28 worship service 

will be celebrated as the 

Reformation Festival for 2018. 

 

Church Council 

Summary of Sept 11 combined 

Call Committee/Church 

Council meeting 

    Trinity’s Elders and Pastor Thur 
have agreed to three Advent 
Services, regular Sunday Service 
on December 23, and Christmas 
Eve service on December 24. It 

was agreed a Christmas Day 
service would not be held. 

         A suggested additional By 
Laws change allowing absentee 
voting was discussed. Such a 
procedure was found to be overly 
cumbersome and discouraged by 
both Roberts Rules of Order as 
well as District. A motion was 
made and seconded. The measure 
did not pass. 

         The Financial Review 
Committee Report and Proposed 
2019 Budget were approved to be 
presented to voters in November. 

         The November Voters’ 
Meeting will be held November 11 
following regular Sunday Service. 



         Having received an email of 
previously undisclosed pastoral 
goals from Pastor Elfe, Council 
agreed it could not commit the 
congregation to meet Pastor Elfe’s 
expectations. An emergency 
Voters’ Meeting is called for 
Sunday, October 14, to decide 
upon next steps for the Call 
Committee. 
 

Trustees 

  The leaves are turning and 

falling and the nights are 

getting cold. The final mowing 

of the lawn has been done and 

the sprinklers are blown out and 

turned off. If anyone needs to 

use a garden hose for watering 

please disconnect it from the 

faucet after using. Thanks from 

your Trustees! 

 

Key Card Update  

   If your key card no longer 

allows you to enter the church 

at the proper entrance, your 

key card has probably expired. 

See Wayne Hite to get your 

card updated for another year..  

 

Operation Christmas Child 

   There is information on 

Operation Christmas Child and 

boxes in the narthex. There will 

also be a collection box 

coming soon. There is a need 

for toys, art supplies, writing 

supplies, and toothbrushes at 

this time. Please look at the 

information to see the 

guidelines of what to include or 

exclude. You may pack your 

own box or plan to come to a 

packing party in November. The 

deadline for OCC boxes is 

November 19. For questions see 

Lisa Wegner or Beth McCabe.   

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

Oct 24, 2018 – Sew ‘n’ Sews @ 

9 a.m. 

Oct 28, 2018 – Reformation 

Festival @ 9 a.m. 

Nov 7, 2018 – Sew ‘n’ Sews @ 9 

a.m. 

Nov 11, 2018 – Voters Meeting 

@ 10:15 a.m. 

Jan 6, 2019 – Elders Meeting 

Jan 8, 2019 – Church Council 

Meeting @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

    

Reformation Festival 

   According to Wikipedia, there 

are about 40 active Lutheran 

synods/organizations in the US. 

There are Synods for a country 

or group of people like the 

Estonian Evangelical Lutheran 

Church and the Eielsen Synod. 

There’s Church of the Lutheran 

Brethren of America. There is a 

group called Lutheran 

Congregations in Mission for 

Christ. In addition to the 

Lutheran churches in this 

country, there are more than 

125 Lutheran Synods in other 

countries. Martin Luther might 

be surprized to witness this. But 

no matter what a Lutheran 

group calls itself, it came about 

from the Reformation of 1517. 

Last year was the 500th 

anniversary, and there were 

many activities around the 

world celebrating this event. 

Some of these were secular 

and some were religious. But 

here’s what Luther wanted to 

bring to our attention: the Bible 

is the source of religious 

authority and that salvation is 

reached through faith and not 

deeds. The Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod believes these 

three statements:  grace alone, 

faith alone, Scripture alone. We 

can be very thankful that we 

hear these truths in our weekly 

worship. And this is what we 

can pass on to others who may 

not know about our history. It 

gives us the freedom to move 

out into the world to show our 

love for God and for our 

neighbors.  

 

 

 
 

 

Poem of the Month 

Heart Filled 

Heart filled 

Heart thankful 

Reaching heavenward 

In the midst of trouble 

Transcends earthly pain 

Learning the lesson 

Becoming a servant’s heart 

The oxymoron of praise 

God dwells in that heart 

The thankful heart 

Heart filled 

Heart thankful 

Resting in Heaven’s peace 

Shielded from evil 

Held in His hand 

Feeling His embrace 

Life turns to His perspective 

My heart knows Him 

The riches of His love 

In the thankful heart 

Naomi Fata 

christianresourceministry.com 

 

Newsletter and Website 

   You can sign up for the 

monthly newsletter by sending 

your e-mail to Shar @ 

shortstuff1950@gmail.com.     

   The Trinity website is also 

current with Church information 

and Calendar. If you would like 

to post something on the 

website you can contact Shar 

as well. The website is 

www.trinitylutheranchurchcorte

z.com 

mailto:shortstuff1950@gmail.com
http://www.trinitylutheranchurchcortez.com/
http://www.trinitylutheranchurchcortez.com/

