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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Members of Trinity, 

   In an elders’ meeting, it was suggested that we have a Stewardship Sunday.  “Oh, great,” everyone will say.  

Well, here goes and it isn’t what you think! 

   A couple of weeks ago the Old Testament lesson was from Joshua. He asked the children of Israel this 

question, “If you be unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell; BUT as for 

me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  Joshua 24:15 

   Life is a succession of choices (one might say stewardship).  We choose to get up or stay in bed.  We choose 

to eat or not.  We choose to stay home or go out.  We choose to listen or walk away from what we do not want 

to hear.  I could go on indefinitely with examples, but I choose to quit. 

   The most important choice for this life and for eternity is the one that Joshua addressed to the people.  Joshua 

is calling the people to make a choice that will affect their future as well.  He is warning them not to delay, not 

to postpone their decision.  He knew the true God and he wanted the Israelites and the people around them 

to know the true God as well, to follow and serve the true God.  This is stewardship, to serve the Lord. 

   Johann Franck penned the hymn, “Jesus, priceless Treasure, Source of purest pleasure, Truest Friend to me…”. 

That is exactly what Joshua was trying to get the people to see and to believe.  There is a choice between the 

One True God and everything else.  Only one gives us the victory that we need.  Are we choosing correctly?  

The choice will affect us eternally as well.  It will also affect others around us.  Our choices do make a 

difference, not just in our own lives but in other lives as well. 

   Many people, in fact, most go through life without possessing the Greatest Treasure, the Savior Jesus Christ.  

And for Christians it isn’t much different.  We stumble along in our lackadaisical attitude or profession.  When we 

don’t choose correctly we are actually choosing against God.  We need to Stand Up for Christ, to be the 

soldiers of the cross God has made us to be.  We are asked by Jesus to put Him first, Matthew 6:33.  This is where 

stewardship begins and ends, in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  What we do with Him matters a great deal.  

Worshipping Him regularly or not to worship regularly speaks volumes to people who watch us. 

   Stewardship is not just about money; it is about Kingdom work.  Kingdom work has first claims on our time, 

talents, energies, and treasures.  It means we crucify our own desires and serve the Master as Jesus also said, 

“You cannot serve two masters.” 

   So, step up and choose the only One who can give us what we truly need: the forgiveness of sins and with 

that eternal life with our God, now and always.  Be present for Stewardship Sunday, September 30th.  

   Blessings in the Savior are ours!  Enjoy the blessings to the fullest!     
Peace,   

Pastor Thur 

 

Elders 

   The next meeting of the Elders 

is Sunday October 7, 2018 at 8 

a.m.      

  The Elders are:      

Roland Walter        882-7450 

Ralph Wegner        565-3936 

Josh Chittick        560-4785 

Mark Johnson         570-7639 

Bill Witthans           533-9055    

   Please feel free to contact 

any of them at any time with 

comments or concerns. 

 

 

 

Church Council 

Summary of Sept 11 combined 

Call Committee/Church 

Council meeting  

·  The Call Committee is 

prepared to present two 

candidates to the 

congregation for review and 

consideration 

·  Church offerings/gifts are not 

meeting budget 

·  Results of a clean-up of 

Trinity’s By Laws will be 

submitted to congregation for  

 

 

acceptance at November 

Voter Assembly 

·  The Nominating Committee 

has pulled together a fine slate 

of officers, etc., for 2019 

positions and will present at 

November Voter Assembly 

·  Council approved 

appointments to Financial 

Review Committee and Budget 

Committee. 

·  Next Council meeting will be 

held October 9. 

 

 



Trustees 

   The trustees have been busy 

with the usual landscape 

maintenance and small 

projects in the Preschool. We 

will be working on some larger 

projects in October, weather 

permitting, that will require 

additional help from the folks in 

the congregation. We'll be 

putting out more information as 

those projects gel. Thanks for 

your continuing support.  

 

Call Committee 

   The Call Committee met on 

September 11, 2018 and voted 

to bring two pastoral 

candidates to the 

congregation at a special 

Voters Assembly for 

consideration of extending a 

call to one of them. The two 

candidates are Pastor Chad 

Elfe and Pastor Nathan 

LeGreco. A sheet comparing 

the two has been prepared 

and is being distributed to the 

congregation. The voters 

meeting will be after the service 

on September 30. Prior to any 

vote, a discussion will be held to 

answer questions you may have 

about either candidate. Pray 

that God continue to guide our 

congregation as we search for 

a new shepherd. 

 

Key Card Update  

   If your key card no longer 

allows you to enter the church 

at the proper entrance, your 

key card has probably expired. 

See Wayne Hite to get your 

card updated for another year..  

 

Stewardship 

   Why do we give?  Is it simply 

because God commands us 

to?  Or is there more to it?  To 

be sure, the instruction and 

Word of God in the Bible says 

we should give, and this is 

sufficient to encourage us to 

give. 

   But there is more to it than just 

obligation.  We are not just 

trying to fulfill a work of the 

Law.  We are bearing fruits of 

the Spirit given to us by our 

Father in heaven through His 

Son our Lord Jesus Christ.  In 

other words, we are not just 

doing what our Father said, we 

are also doing what He did. 

   This is why we give generously 

of our income to the work of 

the church.  We want to be like 

our heavenly Father.  We want 

to emulate His generosity by 

being generous ourselves.  We 

give to the work of the Church 

because we have witnessed 

the generous giving of our 

Father in Heaven. 

   More than that, we are 

recipients of it.  It is because we 

have received God our Father's 

gifts that we desire to give 

ourselves.   And His gifts are not 

just spiritual.  They are temporal 

and earthly as well as the Small 

Catechism teaches in the 

Fourth Petition of the Lord's 

Prayer, "Give us this day our 

daily bread." God gives us 

everything we need for the 

care of both body and soul.  His 

generosity knows no 

bounds.  Therefore, we sit down 

at the beginning of the month, 

or the beginning of the week to 

set aside a generous portion of 

God's daily bread for His work in 

the Church. 

   We do not do this simply 

because He has commanded 

us so to do; it is because we, as 

His children by grace, want to 

emulate His generosity in our 

own lives.  He is our Father; we 

are His children.   And children 

want to be like their parents. 
 

Social Concerns 

   Good news for the Good 

Samaritan Center!  Mid-

October is the estimated move 

in date on North Beech Street. 

4388 people have received 

food so far in 2018.   

   Renew sends a big THANK 

YOU to all who have donated 

personal hygiene items, as well 

as towels.  Continue to donate 

hygiene items and towels, but 

toys for the children are no 

longer needed. 

 

5th Sunday Fellowship 

   After the Voters Meeting on 

September 30, plan to join in 

the Fellowship Hall for some 

food and fun. Bring a salad or a 

dessert to share with everyone. 

Also, bring a wrapped gift ($10 

or under) to share in a game 

after the meal. There may be 

some sneaky trading going on 

with this game, so be prepared.  

 

Operation Christmas Child 

   Keep Operation Christmas 

Child in mind this fall. Items will 

be collected in October and 

shoe box sized boxes will be 

packed and sent off national 

headquarters.   

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Sept 30, 2018 – Fellowship 

Sunday @ 10:30 a.m. 

Oct 7, 2018 – Elders Meeting @ 

8 a.m. 

Oct 9, 2018 – Church Council 

Meeting @ 6:30 p.m. 

Oct 10, 2018 – Sew ‘n’ Sews @ 

9 a.m. 

Oct 24, 2018 – Sew ‘n’ Sews @ 

9 a.m. 

    

Quote of the Month 

   “We sinned for no reason but 

an incomprehensible lack of 

love, and He saved us for no 

reason but an 

incomprehensible excess of 

love.”    Peter Kreeft 

 

Newsletter and Website 

   You can sign up for the 

monthly newsletter by sending 

your e-mail to Shar @ 

shortstuff1950@gmail.com.     

   The Trinity website is also 

current with Church information 

and Calendar. If you would like 

to post something on the 

website you can contact Shar 

as well. The website is 

www.trinitylutheranchurchcorte

z.com 
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