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Elders 

   The next meeting of the Elders 

is Sunday August 5, 2018 at 8 

a.m.      

  The Elders are:      

Roland Walter        882-7450 

Ralph Wegner        565-3936 

Josh Chittick        560-4785 

Mark Johnson         570-7639 

Bill Witthans           533-9055    

   Please feel free to contact 

any of them at any time with 

comments or concerns. 

 

Church Council 

   Here are the highlights from 

the July 10, 2018 Council 

Meeting. 

-Wayne Hite reminded all to see 

him to have key cards updated 

prior to Aug 31 expiration. 

-Treasurer’s Report reveals 

offerings are still behind budget 

projections.  

-Elders will discontinue use of 

communion cards, instead 

inserting a statement of Trinity’s 

beliefs in the weekly 

bulletin/order of service. 

-The Nominating Committee is 

authorized to combine Missions 

and Social Concerns into one 

Board position. Education and 

Youth Ministry boards also will 

be combined into one position 

(8 votes in favor, 1 vote 

opposed). 

-Diana Hoehn is in need of 

volunteers to help her pick up 

and deliver Safeway donations 

for Good Samaritan Center on 

Saturday mornings. 

-Call committee has been 

advised to apply now for a new 

pastor from among the class of 

May 2019 graduates. 

  

 

Church Picnic 

   The fifth Sunday Fellowship 

opportunity this month is the 

Church Picnic.  Join in the fun 

after church on Sunday, July 29. 

The picnic will be held at noon 

at the Shelter of Cortez City 

Park at Park Street and 

Montezuma. Hamburgers and 

hot dogs and toppings will be 

provided. Please bring a side 

dish to share. You may want to 

bring extra chairs.    

 

Call Committee  

    There is still no news on 

pastoral candidates from 

District. We sent an email to 

District asking about the status 

of our request for information, 

but we've received no 

response. The call committee 

will be sending out information 

about the region (things to do, 

things to see, what's available in 

Cortez, etc.) to the candidates 

we've identified. We want to 

keep their interest in us while we 

all wait. 

 

Key Card Update  

   It's time to update the 

expiration date on your key 

card to the church. They are set 

to expire the last day of August. 

Bring your key to church and 

we will change the date to the 

end of August 2019. It takes 

about 1 minute for the update. 

Give the key to Wayne Hite and 

enjoy a cup of coffee  

in the fellowship hall. If your key 

is damaged, bring it and we'll 

create a new key for you. 

 

Trustees 

   The Trustees have lost 

Jonathon Smith due to the 

family's move to Maine, so we 

are looking for a replacement. 

Please speak to Bruce Short or 

Jerry Wittwer if you would be 

willing to serve as a Trustee.   

   We will be scheduling a 

workday/bbq in the coming 

weeks - stay tuned for details! 

  

Stewardship 

   When it comes to 

stewardship, a favorite Bible 

verse is the account of the 

widow's mite (Luke 21:1-4).  It is 

a moving account.  Our Lord 

praises the seemingly small gift 

of two copper coins given by a 

poor widow above the 

abundance of gifts given by 

the rich, saying, "Truly, I tell you, 

this poor widow has put in more 

than all of them". And that is 

usually where we stop. But the 

text goes on. "For they all 

contributed out of their 

abundance, but she out of her 

poverty put in all she had to live 

on". 

   She gave everything. She held 

nothing back. She trusted that 

the Lord who made her and all 

creatures, who gave her 

everything she had, who 

redeemed her from her 

own  sin, from death and the 

power of the  devil, who called 

her by the Gospel and 

enlightened her with His gifts of 

Word and Sacrament, would 

continue to do this. He would 

provide her with all that she 

needed for this body and life 

because that is the character 

of the God she had. 

   But this is not why we give 

small gifts.  Her gift, though it 

appeared small, was actually 

large. When we are tempted to 



give small gifts it is precisely 

because we want them to be 

small!  We do not trust the Lord 

to provide for us. 

   So what have you decided to 

give? How do I decide what to 

give? Let the Scriptures be your 

guide. We are to give 

proportionally to what we have 

received from God's giving to 

us.  (Luke 12:48)  But you have 

not been set free to give 

nothing.   See that you excel in 

the grace of giving.  (2 Cor. 8:7) 

We are not free to live selfishly 

outside the Gospel, without 

regard for God who gives us all 

good gifts, without generosity 

for our neighbor who needs us 

and our gifts, without supporting 

the community of faith in which 

we live, without resources for 

the poor and needy - in short, 

we are not free to live unto 

ourselves, hoarding what God 

has given us only for us. 

   Luther once said, "Possessions 

belong in your hands, not in 

your heart". There is a reason 

your 10 fingers spread 

apart.   With your hands you 

catch God's gifts for what you 

need and let the rest fall 

through our fingers to your 

neighbors - your family, your 

friends, your community, your 

church. 

Larry Gessner 

 

Social Concerns   

   The Good Samaritan Center 

needs someone to pick up 

Safeway donations on Saturday 

mornings around 11:00 a.m. 

and deliver them to the 

temporary site on N. Beech 

Street.  Joyce and Floyd 

Johnson have done this for 

several years and now are not 

able to do so.  Sharon Krater 

does this every other month.  If 

you could help out with this 

donation effort Good 

Samaritan Center would be 

grateful. 

   Sharon is not available this 

month (July).  Diana can give 

you more information. If you are 

able/willing to help please call:  

Kristen Tworek at 989-444-0007 

or Diana Hoehn at 970-565-

3580.   

 

Upcoming Events 

 

July 29, 2018 – 5th Sunday 

Fellowship Church Picnic @ 

Noon @ Cortez City Park at the 

Shelter 

August 5, 2018 – Elders Meeting 

@ 8 a.m. 

 

 

Water Saving Ideas  

   This summer the 4 Corners has 

been in a severe drought. We 

are told that there are no new 

sources of fresh water on our 

planet, so thinking about ways 

to use it to the best of our ability 

makes sense. Some of you may 

already have some water 

saving methods in place. Here 

are some tips that might help 

you use your water better.  

1.  Shower Bucket. Instead of 

letting the water pour down the 

drain, stick a bucket under the 

faucet while you wait for your 

shower water to heat up. You 

can use the water for flushing 

the toilet or watering plants. 

2. Turn off the tap while brushing 

your teeth. Water comes out of 

the average faucet at 2.5 

gallons per minute. Don’t let all 

that water go down the drain 

while you brush! Turn off the 

faucet after you wet your brush, 

and leave it off until it’s time to 

rinse. 

3. If it’s yellow, let it mellow. This 

tip might not be for everyone, 

but the toilet is one of the most 

water-intensive fixtures in the 

house. Do you need to flush 

every time? 

4. Fix your leaks. Whether you 

go DIY or hire a plumber, fixing 

leaky faucets can mean big 

water savings. 

5. Skip the shower from time to 

time. Do you really need to 

shower multiple times a day or 

even daily? Skipping even one 

shower a week adds up to big 

water savings. 

6. Don’t run the dishwasher or 

washing machine until it’s 

full. Those half-loads add up to 

gallons and gallons of wasted 

water. 

7. Wash vegetables and fruits in 

a large bowl or tub of water 

and scrub them with a 

vegetable brush instead of 

using your faucet as a power-

washer. And water plants with 

the left over water.  

8.  Keep a bucket or pitcher in 

your kitchen to collect leftover 

drinking water, water used to 

rinse vegetables and to boil 

food. When it’s time to water 

your plants or garden, use this 

“recycled” water before you fill 

up your watering can from the 

tap. 

9.  Use the garbage disposal 

less and the garbage more. Or 

even better, compost any 

scraps that you can.  

10.  Use car washes that 

conserve and recycle their 

wash water, if available. 

Or use self-service car 

washes. They use the least 

amount of water because they 

use high-pressure hoses that 

have a pistol grip and can be 

turned on and off easily. 

    

Newsletter and Website 

   You can sign up for the 

monthly newsletter by sending 

your e-mail to Shar @ 

shortstuff1950@gmail.com.     

   The Trinity website is also 

current with Church information 

and Calendar. If you would like 

to post something on the 

website you can contact Shar 

as well. The website is 

www.trinitylutheranchurchcorte

z.com 
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mailto:shortstuff1950@gmail.com
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