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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Members of Trinity – especially wives, mothers, and grandmothers, “Happy Mother’s Day” 

   “Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it,” Proverbs 22:6.  What 

a glorious promise from God…we just need to do our part! 

   Recently I was chatting with a person who stated that his mother allowed the children to decide what they 

would do about their beliefs.  They could choose when they grew up.  I cringed and said, “I don’t know if that 

was a wise choice on your mother’s behalf.”  He looked at me as I went on, “Most children will choose to 

believe nothing!”  If it didn’t matter when a child was young why, as a grown-up, would someone go searching 

for Jesus?  That thought just isn’t in people’s minds if they have not been influenced about Jesus. 

   With that said, let’s get back to wives, mothers, and grandmothers.  You play a big role in your child’s life, in 

what they will choose and become.  You have about 18 years at best to influence your “dear little child,” 

God’s gift to you.  You can’t just say God is important.  You need to live that God is important.  In the words of 

someone else, “Walk the talk”. 

   In a television program two ministers disagreed over the influence of the media on children.  The host 

skeptically asked, “Can a three-year old really know anything about Jesus?  Suddenly, the two ministers were in 

complete agreement as they both said, ”Yes! My children learned early on that Jesus loved them.” 

   What’s the point?  The home should be a place filled with the love of Christ.  We need to teach our children 

NOW that Jesus loves them.  This isn’t done by just teaching but by example.  Children quickly see what is 

important.  They will follow our example when they see and learn what is important to us.  Yes!  They will still 

have to embrace the Christian lifestyle.   At least they will have lived in a Christian home where God was an 

important part of the family.  That memory will stay with them the rest of their lives. 

   In order to really appreciate and enjoy Mother’s Day we need to teach our children and grandchildren 

about the love of Jesus Christ.  Teach one another as we live for the Savior who gave His love to us on the cross 

of Calvary. 

   Have a Happy and Blessed Mothers Day every day as you give your children what they truly need for their 

lives, Jesus our Savior!  Take time weekly to get in touch with God.  Where?  In church and Sunday School 

around His Word and Sacraments.  The Word is where God can move in our lives. 

   Rejoice and give thanks to our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  He 

made us His children and heirs.  Help yourself and others to remain His children and heirs.  Peace in Jesus Christ, 

   Pastor Thur 

P.S. Husbands, fathers, grandfathers, you are not exempt.  This is the task of everyone. 

 
Elders 

  The Elders met May 6, 2018 at 

8 a.m. Topics were 2019 

nominations/election, office 

equipment, and Shepherd’s 

New Staff. 

   The next meeting of the Elders 

is Sunday June 3, 2018 at 8 a.m.      

  The Elders are:      

Roland Walter        882-7450 

Ralph Wegner        565-3936 

Josh Chittick        560-4785 

Mark Johnson         570-7639 

   Please feel free to contact 

any of them at any time with 

comments or concerns. 

 

Call Committee  

    The call committee is in a 

period of practicing patience. 

God has a plan for Trinity and 

we must trust Him and 

remember it's his schedule, not 

ours. We've submitted eleven 

names to the Rocky Mountain 

District for consideration. Four of 

the Pastors have been 

identified by their current District 

Presidents as unavailable for a 

call at this time. We are 

awaiting information on the 

remaining seven. Continue to 

pray that God will direct us to 

our next shepherd.  

 

Council  

   Here is a report on the last 

Council meeting, May 14.  

▪ For the period Jan 1 through 

mid-May, 2018 offerings have 

fallen behind 2017 offerings.  

▪Elders will seat only one 

“snowbird” member to their 

board.  

▪Council authorized Trustees to 

seek bids for repairs to Church 

roof and skylight.  

▪Fellowship Committee plans a 

monthly celebration to 

recognize those with birthdays 

in that particular month.  

▪Call committee requested 

Rocky Mountain District provide 

information on 11 pastors. The 

applicable District of 4 of those 

denied allowing consideration 

for call. Call Committee is still 

awaiting responses from our 

District, and will keep in 

frequent contact with the 

remaining 7 possible 

candidates.  

▪Rearrangement of furnishings in 

Narthex was authorized, with 

the goal being improved traffic 

flow.  

▪Council unanimously agreed 

at this time Trinity facilities are 

not able to be made available 

to Shepherd’s New Staff.  

  

Stewardship 

   St. Paul tells us, "Let the one 

who is taught the word share all 

good things with the one who 

teaches" (Galatians 6:6)       

   In other words, ministers of the 

gospel are supported by the 

offerings of those who are 

served by them.   And this is 

how the Church lives even 

now.  It is standard practice. 

   St. Paul is building his case for 

supporting the preachers of the 

gospel with the sacrificial giving 

of individual members on the 

example of the Old Testament 

people who supported the 

Levites with their offerings and 

sacrifices.  We are to support 

the gospel ministry "in the same 

way".  But how did the Old 

Testament people support the 

Levites? 

   Moses records this: "You shall 

tithe all the yield of your seed 

that comes from the field year 

by year."  The Levites were 



supported by the tithe, 10 % of 

all the yearly yield of that which 

was harvested.   Does that 

seem like a lot?  Does it surprise 

you that St. Paul instructs us that 

we are to support the New 

testament gospel ministry "in the 

same way?"  If it does, ask 

yourself this:  is the Church's job 

in the New Testament bigger or 

smaller than the Levite's job in 

the Old Testament? 

Jesus calls us to teach and 

baptize all nations.   And there 

are churches and ministries all 

around the world.  How could 

we support this new Gospel 

ministry with anything less than 

the Israelites supported the Old 

Testament ministry?  Let us do 

more than give lip service to 

God. 

(Please see Council notes 

above.) 

Larry Gessner 

 

Preschool News 

   Preschool Sunday, May 13, 

was a success. Many Trinity 

members toured the facility and 

the feedback was positive. 

   The Preschool library has been 

converted into the work room 

and the old staff room is now a 

breakroom. The break room has 

a fridge, a microwave, a water 

dispenser, a kitchen table and 

coffee pot and it has also been 

stocked with drinks and snacks.  

   The most recent field trip was 

to Four Seasons Greenhouse.  

   The Preschool received grant 

funding from the Sun Valley 

Lutheran Church ($1500) for 

playground equipment so that 

means there is only $1000 more 

to go! Anyone wanting to make 

a donation towards the 

equipment can give cash or 

checks to any of the Board 

members or place it in the 

Preschool collection box in the 

narthex.  A new grant that 

would include consulting, 

design and $5000 to convert 

the playground into a more 

natural space has been 

applied for.  

   The Graduation/Program was 

Thursday, May 17th at 6:00 p.m. 

and a reception followed. 

There was a silent auction 

fundraiser with gift baskets 

assembled from each of the 

classes.  

   A Preschool cleanup day will 

be scheduled after feedback 

from several Trinity members 

was received, so please watch 

for details.  

   Please check out the 

Preschool information board in 

the narthex that is updated 

monthly to make Trinity 

members aware of Preschool 

activities and news.  

Genivieve Vannest, Preschool 

Director 

 

Social Concerns 

   The Good Samaritan Center 

will begin collecting cereal for 

Summer Breakfast program 

beginning May 28th through 

June 3rd for children that 

depend on breakfast during 

school months. 

   YouthWorks applications for 

people that want work done at 

their homes. There are a group 

of 14 that are willing to do 

several types of work:  grass cut, 

bushes trimmed, general 

landscaping, simple repairs, 

porch area painted, exterior 

walls/trim painted.  (They will 

provide colors of white or gray. 

Any other color you will need to 

provide.)  You will need to 

provide the tools etc. for the 

projects.  Applications are 

posted on the bulletin board 

above the water faucet. 

   The Postal Department 

sponsored a food drive for the 

Good Samaritan Center May 

12th. 

   Feminine Hygiene products 

are always appreciated by 

Renew for battered 

women.  Thank you to the 

many who continue to help. 

    

Rides Needed 

   Are you willing to give a 

neighbor a ride to 

church?  Several of our 

members lack transportation 

and need a lift from home to 

church and back home again 

on Sunday mornings.  At the 

moment, all of the riders live in 

town, and most of us end up 

driving about once a 

month.  If you're willing to lend a 

hand, please call Carol Sperling 

at 970-565-3212.  

 

LCMS 

   Armed Forces Sunday 

Celebrations: 2018 

There are several opportunities 

in 2018 for congregations to 

remember our nation’s military 

veterans, service personnel, 

chaplains and families. 

▪Armed Forces Sunday 

(typically the third Sunday in 

May) 

▪Memorial Day Sunday 

▪Independence Day weekend 

▪Veterans Day (Nov. 11 or the 

Sunday preceding or following 

Nov. 11) 

▪Any Sunday of your choice 

It’s less important which Sunday 

you choose; we simply want to 

give thanks to God in honoring 

the men and women who 

faithfully answered the call to 

serve in our nation’s military. 

You can go here to see 

programs or other Armed 

Forces information.  

   At the Lutheran Hour Ministry 

There are a number of on-line 

courses available to interested 

parties.  

Christian Foundations - Basics of 

Christianity from Biblical, 

theological, and historical 

perspectives. 

Cultural Concepts - Understand 

the different demographics, 

cultures, and religions in our 

world today. 

Everyday Insights - Thoughts 

about the good and bad that 

life throws your way. 

Outreach Essentials - Personal 

evangelism and tools to reach 

others with the Gospel 

Spiritual Reflections -  

Devotional thoughts meant to 

strengthen and encourage.  

You can find these the various 

courses here at 

www.lhm.org/learn.  

 

Helpful Hints 

Here are five thoroughly 

modern excuses for being late 

to your job. 

 1.  I had to wait for my phone 

to charge. 

2.  I lost my remote and had no 

way to close the garage door. 

3.  My GPS promised me a 

shorter route and then took me 

by way of Albuquerque. 

4.  I received an urgent text 

message telling me to check 

my e-mail. When I read my mail, 

there was a message saying my 

nephew was in jail in Mexico 

and needed $500 to get out so I 

had to stop on the way to work 

and wire the money. 

5. My dog unplugged my car.  

Anonymous 
inspirationalarchives.com 

 

Newsletter and Website 

   You can sign up for the 

monthly newsletter by sending 

your e-mail to Shar @ 

shortstuff1950@gmail.com.     

   The Trinity website is also 

current with Church information 

and Calendar. If you would like 

to post something on the 

website you can contact Shar 

as well. The website is 

www.trinitylutheranchurchcorte

z.com 
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