The Second Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 10, 2023

Knowing Christ’s Love ... Seeking His Will ... Spreading His Word



Warm greetings to you, dear worshipper, in the name of our Risen
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the blessings of His presence and
His peace be with you throughout this week.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper

2, Holy Communion is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
.4 and glad confidence that with the bread and the wine we also truly
> receive the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We
LORD's call this belief the Doctrine of the Real Presence. Through the gift of
SUPPER Communion, the Lord bestows on us the forgiveness of sins and
strengthens our union with Him and with one another.

Our Lord desires that those who commune should know and believe what they
are receiving in Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:29), should be instructed in
God'’s Word so that they can properly examine themselves prior to communing
(1 Corinthians 11:28), and should be united as one body in the faith (Acts 2:42
and 1 Corinthians 10:17).

Out of our heartfelt desire that all who commune at this altar be well prepared
for Holy Communion, this congregation practices “close communion.” All who
are presently communicant members in a congregation of The Lutheran Church
— Missouri Synod and those Lutheran churches that are in altar and
pulpit fellowship with the LCMS are warmly invited to join us in
Communion. All other guests are warmly invited to come to the
communion rail for a blessing from the Pastor. Please cross your arms at
the rail to receive the blessing.

We invite guests to visit with the pastor about how we may commune together
in the future.

Communicants may receive the wafer by having it placed directly
into the mouth or by having it placed in the palm of the hand. If the
communicant wishes to take the individual cup, please take one
from the tray when the elder comes to your place at the
communion rail. Drink from the individual cup only when the
pastor/elder comes to your place at the communion rail with the
chalice and speaks the words of distribution. If the communicant wishes to
receive the chalice, do not take an individual cup from the tray carried by the
elder.

The Lord has given His people the gift of His Body and His Blood in, with and
under the consecrated bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins (St. Matthew
26:28). However, if an individual is allergic or intolerant to wheat or fermented
wine, it is difficult to participate in this great fellowship. Should you be one of
these individuals, we gladly provide gluten-free and alcohol-removed wine so
that you are able to receive these gifts of God with your brothers and sisters in
Christ.



Guests: If you are a guest worshiping with us today, we are WEL
honored to have you join us in receiving the rich blessings that our COME
Lord supplies to us through the gift of His holy Word. We invite you

to return and worship with us again as the opportunity arises.

iy ) Children: Parents and their children are welcome to sit in
., é the front of the church so that the children can see and hear the service
I= clearly. The Family Room in the Narthex may be used by anyone who
rdiediien - yrefers or needs a more private setting.

Prayer Requests: If you have an intercession to add to our weekly
prayers at church or to our daily Prayer Chain, please contact the
Church Office or fill out one of the prayer request cards located in
your pew and place it in the offering collection box.

A Publications: We invite you to read our Trinity Weekly

‘&, . News and visit our bulletin boards for info about church activities.
N/ \\-f’*» Publications including our monthly newsletter are available from the
mﬁr"\g information stand in the Narthex and at various locations in the

hallway. ¢
O —(‘?
Accessibility: A lift (slow-moving elevator) is located just outside the %) =
sanctuary overflow area for those who prefer not to take the stairs to
the lower level. Ushers and many church members can assist with 1 I\
the operation of the lift.

Audio Assistance: We provide hearing-assist and closed captioning
devices for the hearing impaired. If you would like to try these
devices to see if they will enhance your worship experience, they are
located in the Narthex. Digital recordings of the weekly service are
available on Facebook (trinitylutherancomo) and YouTube
(TrinityCoMo).
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Serving in God’s House Today:
Liturgist: (8:00) Rev. Joseph McCalley
Preacher: Rev. Brian Thieme
Elders: (8:00) Carey Smith | (10:30) David Attebery & Benjamin Asbeck
Ushers: (8:00) Kyle Dickes & Hunter Keuvil

(10:30) Karl Christopher & Eddie Sterling
Organist: Carolyn Holste
Choir Director: Chris Kespohl

Altar Guild: Phyllis White



Order of Service: Divine Service | - LSB 151

Bells’ Call to Worship
Word of Welcome
Organ Prelude

Hymn of Invocation LSB 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our
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rest in Thee.

Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-'ry
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it Raise us to Thy

Confession and Absolution

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

long -ing  heart.
glo-rious throne.

P) In the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
Choral Anthem “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
H

A

Q) S ——
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P} Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that
by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same



Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Sit
Old Testament Reading [saiah 40:1-11

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
‘Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
’A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
*Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
>And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

SA voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

’Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;

lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;



say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
"Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
"He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

P} Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you;

Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

(P)
righteous and having salvation.
(P)

Epistle 2 Peter 3:8-14

*But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance. '“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up
and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.

"Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in
lives of holiness and godliness, *waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! ’But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

"Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Mark 1:1-8

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

'The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
’As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,

’the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”

“John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. ’And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. “Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts
and wild honey. “And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I,
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. *I have baptized
you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Sit



Sermon Hymn LSB 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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I “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All  that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin-ners to  re- pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Oof the peace that waits for them;  Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth 1s shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.
Sermon “Comfort” [saiah 40:1-11




Stand

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church



Offering & Offertory LSB 159

H P——
A % ]
H—n » i p——
What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 160
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@] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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P) Lift up your hearts.

o

G b e =
o)
We lift them to the Lord.
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P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when
He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P)

Lord’s

(P)

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Prayer LSB 162

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit



Distribution

Distribution Hymn

LSB 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
A5 All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for  God  with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
) # .
a1 i i i . i : :
et e—r et ————
for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.



Distribution Hymn

LSB 640 Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior
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1 Thee we a - dore, O hid - den Sav - ior, Thee,
2 In this me - mo - rial of Thy death, O Lord,
3 Thou, like the pel - 1 - can to feed her brood,
4 Foun - tain of good - ness, Je - sus, Lord and God:
50 Christ, whom now be - neath a veil we  see,
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Who in Thy Sac - ra-ment art pleased to  be;
Thou dost Thy bod - 'y and Thy blood af - ford:
Didst pierce Thy - self to give us liv - ing food;
Cleanse us, un - clean, with Thy most cleans - ing blood;
May what we  thirst for soon our por - tion be:
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Both flesh and spir - it in Thy pres-ence fail,
Oh, may our  souls for - ev - er feed on Thee,
Thy blood, 0] Lord, one drop has pow’r to win
In - crease our faith and love, that we may know
To  gaze on  Thee un - veiled and see Thy face,
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Yet here Thy pres - ence we de-vout-ly hail
And Thou, O Christ, for - ev - er pre-cious be.
For - give - ness for our world and all its sin.
The hope and peace which from Thy pres-ence flow.
The vi - sion of Thy glo - ry, and Thy grace. A - men.



Stand
Dismissal

P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.



Post-Communion Collect

P} Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction LSB 166
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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men.



Closing Hymn

LSB 917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

f) & .
g - I | ) | ]
{en— | | | = o — - =
N -
1 Sav - ior, a - gain to Thy dear name we raise
2 Grant us Thy peace up on our home - ward way;
3 Grant wus Thy peace, Lord, through the com - ing night;
4 Grant us Thy peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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With  one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of praise;
With Thee be - gan, with Thee shall end, the day.
Turn  Thou for us its dark - ness in - to light.
Our balm in SOr - Trow and our stay in strife;
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Once more we  bless Thee ere our wor - ship cease,
Guard Thou the lips  from sin, the hearts from shame,
From harm and  dan ger keep Thy chil - dren free;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
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Then, low - ly  bend - ing, wait Thy word of peace.
That in this house have called up - on Thy  name.
For dark and light are both a - like to Thee.
Call us, O Lord, to Thine e - ter - nal peace.
Organ Postlude
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This Week at Trinity:

Sunday 12/10
Advent Il

8:00 a.m.—Divine Service +Comm

9:30 a.m.—Bible Study & Sun. School

10:30 a.m.—Divine Service +Comm
5:00 p.m.—Handbell Practice
6:00 p.m.—JCC

Monday 12/11
9:00 a.m.—Bible Study
9:30 a.m.—Church Decorating
1:15 p.m.—GLAT
6:00 p.m.—Divine Service +Comm.
Tuesday 12/12
5:30 p.m.—Pickleball

5:15 p.m.—Sound Words/Adult Cat.

6:30 p.m.—Board of Directors

Wednesday 12/13
9:00 a.m.—TLCLC Chapel
9:30 a.m.—Mary Martha Guild
12:00 p.m.—Midweek Advent
7:00 p.m.—Midweek Advent

Thursday 12/14

7:00 a.m.—Men'’s Bible Study

9:00 a.m.—TLCLC Christmas Program
5:30 p.m.—Pickleball

5:30 p.m.—Life Team

Friday 12/15

Pastors’ day off

9:00 a.m.—TLCLC Christmas Program

Sunday 12/17

Advent Il

8:00 a.m.—Divine Service +Comm
9:30 a.m.—Bible Study & Sun. School
10:30 a.m.—Divine Service +Comm
12:00 p.m.—Assembly of Voters

3:00 p.m.—Youth Christmas Party
5:30 p.m.—Men’s Chorus

6:00 p.m.—Choir Practice

6:00 p.m.—JCC



. . It's that fime of year again! A sign-up sheet to sponsor
~ poinsettias for the Sanctuary is posted on the bulletin

R board across from the Church Office. The cost is $16 per
$ig ORDERS son

Please write your check to Trinity Lutheran Church with
“Altar Guild” in the memo line and place it in the collection box.

The Poinsettias will be delivered on December 16t and volunteers to help set them
up would be appreciated!

Sunday School Christmas Program: Sign Ups & Rehearsals

The Board of Christian Ed is looking for Sunday School kids
to participate in the Christmas Eve service. The sign up
sheet is located on the bulletin board across from the
Church Office.

Practice times are as follows:

e Sunday, December 3: during the Sunday School hour
e Sunday, December 10: during the Sunday School hour
e Sunday, December 17: during the Sunday School hour
o Thursday, December 21: dinner (pizza) at 5:15-6 pm, practice from 6-7 pm

Devotional Materials: Pastor McCalley has completed the 3-year lectionary study.
There will be a short break while he develops new devotional materials. Other devo-
tional materials (Portals of Prayer, Higher Things devotions, and Lutheran Hour Minis-
tries devotions) are available in the Narthex.

Ne 2024 Member Conftribution Envelopes

W
: Offering Please pick up your box of envelopes for 2024 off the tables in the
Envelopes overflow area. There are new numbers for many of our members,
_ so do not use these envelopes until 2024.

If your address on the box is absent or incorrect, please contact
the church office to update it. Thank you!

If you cannot locate your box, please let the Financial Secretary know and she will
be happy to assist you.



Men's Thursday
Bible Study

The Thursday morning
Men’s Bible Study is study-
ing Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions —
. A Reader’s Edition of The Book of Concord
Christmas on (second edition), starting with Luther’s
December 11 setl 0 2 Large Catechism. If you have an individual
at 9:30 am! Help Us “Spruce’ copy of Concordia, bring it along but there
Up the Church! should be enough copies for each at-

tendee (church copies). We will use the

Mary Martha Guild same format as with The Lutheran Study Bi-

. ble; i.e., we will read each section together
Mary Martha Guild meets on the 2nd . . . )
Wednesday of each month in the Fel- and discuss the doctrine using the Concor

lowship Hall from 9:30-11:30 am. Come 2@ NOfes:

at 9 am for coffee! All ladies of Trinity Please plan on joining us and remember,
are invited to attend. Come join us on we start at 7:00 am each Thursday.
December 13! This month’s ingathering

will support the LFCS Christmas Tree.

}:\ \
MR

Come and help
decorate the
church for
Advent &

Are you a Lutheran
Witness  subscriber?
Would you like to be?
- Please let the church
~ office know if you would
like to start or renew a
.~ subscription.  Cost s
$20.65/year ($1.60/issue) for 11 issues. If
1 ~ interested, please contact the church of-
fhlngs a7 - fice via email (church@trinity-lcms.org) or
SU.TEJ.Y Iam phone (573) 445-2112 no later than January
coming soon.”

- 31,2024
Amen.Come,
. Lord Jesus!

REVELATION 22:20

THELUTHERANWITNESS

Payment can be done via check or cash,
using the Lutheran Witness envelope includ-
. ed with your contribution envelopes. If pay-
. ing by check, please put ‘Lutheran Witness’
. on the memo line. Thank you!



LUTHERAN FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES (LFCS) “SEASON OF HOPE TREE”

A

Lutheran Family and Children’s Services of Mid-Missouri is grateful
to again be partnering with Trinity Lutheran Church in gifts and
donations during this Advent Season. Your support of LFCS al-
lows children right here in our community to find safe and loving
homes. LFCS also offers essential counseling services for parents
to equip them with parenting tools and empower them to pro-
vide for their children. The individuals and families requesting
LCFS’s Christ centered services in Columbia has continued to in-

= aCON OF HOPE Crease making the opportunity fo assist with this ministry even
SEASON OF HOPE more important. Every effort of LCFC is touching children’s lives
and all donations will stay in the Columbia area. We have put a “Season of Hope
Tree” in the hallway with tags on it representing items needed. If you are able to take
a tag(s), add the items to your shopping list, and place them under the tree --THANK
YOU! If you would rather make a monetary donation, please put it in an envelope
marked for LFCS and place it in the offering box. Our wishes for you and your family
to have a blessed Advent as we prepare to celebrate Christ's birth.

Myra McCoig, on behalf of LFCS

Life Thoughts

December 10 - Advent Il - John the Baptist prophesied the Gospel of the Kingdom
that with Jesus’ blessing is always coming (Mark 1:7-8). Even during surprise pregnan-
cy or terminal diagnosis, He is not slow to keep His promises. Instead, He acts patient-
ly, not wishing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9). Aren’t we crying out about it as this
generation’s voice in the wilderness (Mark 1:3)2

S-te he n Trinity Lutheran Church has a caregiving ministry. When you face a
P difficult time, reach out to one of our pastors and consider a caring
MINISTRY. relationship with a Stephen Ministry caregiver. The ministry is free
and completely confidential. Quotes from past care receivers: "It is a wonderful thing
available to people in need." "The Stephen Ministry and my caregiver were a Godsend."
A tri-fold flyer and a yellow information card are available from the information stand in

the narthex. Meetings with a caregiver can be at your home or a neutral location (library,
church, restaurant).

Stephen Ministry has a resource available to you. Journeying through Grief book sets can
help you extend care and minister to people you know who are grieving the loss of a
loved one. It is sometimes difficult to know how to minister to others who are grieving. Our
hope is this will be a loving and effective way for you fo extend care to people in your
life. The book sets are available to you at no cost or obligation. A sample set is on display
in the information stand in the narthex. If you would like to obtain a set of the books, text
orleave a message to Barbara Barrett: 573-268-0056 or email her at
Barbara.barretts@outlook.com.


mailto:Barbara.barrett5@outlook.com

For
God so
loved the
world, that he
gave his only Son,
that whoever believes
in him should not perish

but have eternal life.

John

3:16

COOKIE DECORATING & CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday, December 17th

TIME: 3:00-5:00pm
: PLACE: Youth Room

We’ve got all the cookie decorating supplies,
and light snacks will be provided.



Collections for Community Missions

Thank you for your generous donations fo our community missions! Please continue to collect
and donate the items listed below. You can place them in the labeled bins inside the Chris-
fian Resource Center (brown unit in the hallway). If you need assistance getting the items o
Trinity or have other suggestions for collections, please contact the Church Office.

e Bibles and Devotional Materials
e Canceled postage stamps including Forever stamps (No Love or Christmas)
e Coupons with no expiration date

e Eyeglasses you no longer use

e Food (nonperishable, no glass containers)
e Soda & Soup Can Pop Tops

Stewardship & Scripture
December 10 - Advent 2
2 Peter 3:11 - “Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness?” All the things of the earth have an
expiration date: "Good until the last day.” On that day, all these things will be dis-
solved. The things that seem so important now will simply cease to be. Peter issues this
to us as a challenge: Since this is so, what kind of life should we be livinge What
should your priorities bee On things2 Or on the things of God?2

Brought tfo you by LCMS Stewardship Ministry and Trinity’s Board of Stewardship & Finance

Stephen Stephen Ministry at Trinity
M

INISTRY. Trinity Lutheran Church has a caregiving ministry. It is an important way
we aft Trinity care for one another. If you or another church member
you know are going through a difficult time, reach out to one of our pastors and consider a
caring relationship with a Stephen Ministry caregiver. The ministry offers real care, comfort,
and hope and is free and completely confidential.

Quotes from past care receivers:

“My caregiver was an angel sent from heaven. She helped me to understand things
and to see what God has done. So much is off my shoulders.”

“Thank God you are here.”
“Do it! Take the time to go through the process. Let someone else help.”

A tri-fold flyer and a yellow information card are available from the information stand in the
narthex and/or visit stephenministries.org to learn more.


http://stephenministries.org

Radio & Podcast Resources

The Lutheran Hour
The Lutheran Hour with Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler proclaims the salvation story of Jesus
every week to hundreds of thousands of listeners. The Lutheran Hour weekly half-
hour program can be heard on www.lhm.org, on their mobile app, or Sundays on
several area radio statfions:

8:00 a.m. on KMCYV 89.9FM 8:00 a.m. on KLTE 107.9FM
9:00 a.m. on KMCR 103.9FM 10:00 a.m. on KMMO 1300AM

KFUO Lutheran Radio
KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares Christ for
you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology
studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. You can find programs on
demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on
social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Dive into Advent Hymnody on Thy 3%

—-— =
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Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), study 1 Corinthians 12-14 on
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and learn more about the 3rd

Sunday in Advent on The Coffee Hour (10/13 at 9:00 a.m. CT). Music .“h\‘

and programming for the 12 Days of Christmas begins December 25! sy
Hear your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or the KFUO Al &

Radio app.

! ~lssues,Etc. RE PUBLIC RADIO

Sacred Music for the World

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION & TRUTH... Issues, Etc. is a
radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.

This week's topics include: Christian Decision Making & the End of Life; Biblical
Inerrancy; Has Evolution Disproved the Creation Account; Gender Fluidity; Pre-Maritall
Sex and more. You can listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and
your favorite podcast provider.


https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=6884d971be&e=07b81fc2ed
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=cb4d1b4f19&e=07b81fc2ed
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=9f483bbb8e&e=07b81fc2ed
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=65fd21f489&e=07b81fc2ed
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