
The Second Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
Knowing Christ’s Love … Seeking His Will … Spreading His Word 



Warm greetings to you, dear worshipper, in the name of our Risen 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the blessings of His presence and 
His peace be with you throughout this week. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 
and glad confidence that with the bread and the wine we also truly 
receive the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We 
call this belief the Doctrine of the Real Presence. Through the gift of 
Communion, the Lord bestows on us the forgiveness of sins and 

strengthens our union with Him and with one another. 
Our Lord desires that those who commune should know and believe what they 
are receiving in Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:29), should be instructed in 
God’s Word so that they can properly examine themselves prior to communing 
(1 Corinthians 11:28), and should be united as one body in the faith (Acts 2:42 
and 1 Corinthians 10:17). 
Out of our heartfelt desire that all who commune at this altar be well prepared 
for Holy Communion, this congregation practices “close communion.” All who 
are presently communicant members in a congregation of The Lutheran Church 
– Missouri Synod and those Lutheran churches that are in altar and 
pulpit fellowship with the LCMS are warmly invited to join us in 
Communion. All other guests are warmly invited to come to the 
communion rail for a blessing from the Pastor. Please cross your arms at 
the rail to receive the blessing. 
We invite guests to visit with the pastor about how we may commune together 
in the future. 

Communicants may receive the wafer by having it placed directly 
into the mouth or by having it placed in the palm of the hand. If the 
communicant wishes to take the individual cup, please take one 
from the tray when the elder comes to your place at the 
communion rail.  Drink from the individual cup only when the 
pastor/elder comes to your place at the communion rail with the 

chalice and speaks the words of distribution. If the communicant wishes to 
receive the chalice, do not take an individual cup from the tray carried by the 
elder. 
The Lord has given His people the gift of His Body and His Blood in, with and 
under the consecrated bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins (St. Matthew 
26:28).  However, if an individual is allergic or intolerant to wheat or fermented 
wine, it is difficult to participate in this great fellowship.  Should you be one of 
these individuals, we gladly provide gluten-free and alcohol-removed wine so 
that you are able to receive these gifts of God with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  
 



Guests: If you are a guest worshiping with us today, we are 
honored to have you join us in receiving the rich blessings that our 
Lord supplies to us through the gift of His holy Word.  We invite you 
to return and worship with us again as the opportunity arises. 

Children: Parents and their children are welcome to sit in 
the front of the church so that the children can see and hear the service 
clearly. The Family Room in the Narthex may be used by anyone who 
prefers or needs a more private setting. 

Prayer Requests: If you have an intercession to add to our weekly 
prayers at church or to our daily Prayer Chain, please contact the 
Church Office or fill out one of the prayer request cards located in 
your pew and place it in the offering collection box. 

Publications: We invite you to read our Trinity Weekly 
News and visit our bulletin boards for info about church activities. 
Publications including our monthly newsletter are available from the 
information stand in the Narthex and at various locations in the 
hallway. 

Accessibility: A lift (slow-moving elevator) is located just outside the 
sanctuary overflow area for those who prefer not to take the stairs to 
the lower level. Ushers and many church members can assist with 
the operation of the lift.  

Audio Assistance: We provide hearing-assist and closed captioning 
devices for the hearing impaired.  If you would like to try these 
devices to see if they will enhance your worship experience, they are 
located in the Narthex. CD and DVD recordings of the weekly 
service will be available from the Church Office later in the week. 

  T T T 

Serving in God’s House Today:    
Preacher:  Rev. Joseph McCalley 
Liturgist:  Rev. Brian Thieme 
Elders:  (8:00) David Attebery | (10:30) Jim Cherrington 
Ushers: (8:00) Kyle Dickes & Hunter Kevil 

(10:30) James Roberts & Kevin Mott 
Organist:  Bonnie Lawler 
Acolyte:  (10:30) Luke Thoroughman 

 
  



Order of Service: Divine Service IV – LSB 203 
Bells’ Call to Worship 
Word of Welcome 
Organ Prelude  

Hymn of Invocation LSB 354 Arise, O Christian People 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Confession and Absolution 
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b 

P  In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
C  Seek the LORD and his strength; 
   seek his presence continually! 
P  Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
   his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 
C  O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 



   children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 
P  He is the LORD our God; 
   his judgments are in all the earth. 
C  He remembers his covenant forever, 
   the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that 
by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 



 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

P  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
C   Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
P  Behold, your king is coming to you; 
C   righteous and having salvation. 
P  Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C   From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

Epistle Romans 15:4–13 

 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May 
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the 



God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 
 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 
the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
  



Sermon Hymn LSB 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
 

Sermon               “Bear Fruit in Keeping with Repentance”  Matthew 3:1–12 
 
Stand 

Blessing of Chrismons 

Prayer of the Church 
 
Sit 

Offering 

 
  



Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 



 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that 
in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 
  
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and 
blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim 
His death until He comes again in glory. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 



Distribution 

Distribution Hymn LSB 346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Distribution Hymn LSB 624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 
5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality. 

 
6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 

 
7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

 



Distribution Hymn LSB 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn LSB 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 

Organ Postlude 
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December 4 & 5, 2022 

 

The chancel flowers this week are  

sponsored by Glen & Elke Beltz  

in honor of their wedding anniversary 

Trinity Weekly News 
Volume VI, Issue 2 

This Week at Trinity: 

Sunday 12/4 

Advent 2 

8:00 a.m.—Divine Service w/ Communion 

9:00 a.m.—Fellowship 

9:30 a.m.—Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.—Divine Service w/ Communion 

12:00 p.m.—Building Committee 

2:00 p.m.—Youth Event 

5:00 p.m.—Handbell Choir 

6:00 p.m.—Choir 

6:00 p.m.—LLL Fellowship 

6:00 p.m.—JCC 

Monday 12/5 

   9:00 a.m.—Bible Study 

   9:30 a.m.—Decorating for Christmas 

   1:00 p.m.—GLAT 

   6:00 p.m.—Divine Service w/ Communion 

Tuesday 12/6 

   5:00 p.m.—Sound Words 

   5:30 p.m.—Pickleball 

   5:30 p.m.—Bd of Early Childhood Ed. 

   6:30 p.m.—Bd of Christian Ed. 

Wednesday 12/7 

   9:00 a.m.—TLCLC Chapel 

   12:00 p.m.—Midweek Advent 

   7:00 p.m.—Midweek Advent 

Thursday 12/8 

   6:30 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study 

   9:00 a.m.—TLCLC Chapel 

   5:30 p.m.—Pickleball  

Friday 12/9 

Pastors’ Day Off 

Sunday 12/11 

Advent 3 

8:00 a.m.—Divine Service w/ Communion 

9:00 a.m.—Fellowship 

9:30 a.m.—Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.—Divine Service w/ Communion 

12:00 p.m.—Assembly of Voters 

5:00 p.m.—Handbell Choir 

Trinity Lutheran Church  —  Columbia, MO 



  

 

Thank You! 

The Mary Martha Guild would like 

to thank you for your support of 

our fall fundraiser. The nut sales 

were a success, and we were able to meet 

our goal. The nuts were delivered to us by 

Farmstead Nuts and Treats at no charge 

due to the large amount of nuts you or-

dered. We also received some funding from 

Thrivent. The proceeds from sales will be 

used for financial donations to missions se-

lected by Guild members. Thank you all for 

your orders, and many thanks to those who 

served on the fundraiser committee to com-

plete this project successfully. Thanks again! 

Ruthann Wunder is  

organizing a meal train for 

Carolyn Holste. She is hop-

ing to get enough partici-

pants to provide meals for 

2 weeks, starting December 1. If you’re 

interested in prepping and delivering a 

meal, please call or text Ruthann at 

(573) 424-2460. Thank you for serving! 

It’s that time of year 
again! A sign-up sheet 
to sponsor poinsettias 
for the Sanctuary is 
posted on the bulletin 
board across from the 

Church Office. The cost is $16 per plant.  

Please write your check to Trinity Luther-
an Church with “Altar Guild” in the 
memo line and place it in the collection 
box.  

The Poinsettias will be delivered on  
December 17th and volunteers to help 
set them up would be appreciated! 

 

Come and help 
decorate the 

church for  
Christmas on  

December 5 at 9:30 

Youth Event!  

Join us on Sunday,  

December 4th at 2 pm for: 

 Bags of Blessing 

 Nativity set up 

 Bring your appetite for a 

Christmas Celebration 

Surprise! (Your social life is at stake.) 

 

RSVP to Pastor McCalley or Olivia Bailey 

(573) 639-0849 



    

 

 

What: Tallis Scholars Concert at the 

Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis 

When: April 19, 2023 at 8:00pm 

Contact: Church Office or Pastor McCalley 

Cost: tickets $19-$42 + transportation 

Description: The Tallis Scholars are one of, if 

not the, leading UK ensemble of sacred 

Renaissance and modern vocal repertoire. 

Their North American tour brings them to Saint Louis for one night only next April at 

the Cathedral Basilica. Tickets will likely sell fast. If enough people are interested, 

perhaps the bus can be scheduled. Please indicate interest by 12/30/22 so tickets 

may be purchased. For more information on the ensemble: thetallisscholars.co.uk 



  

 

Saturday December 24th: 
7:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Service 

11:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Service w/ 
Communion 

Sunday December 25th: 
8:00 a.m.—Divine Service w/ Communion 

10:30 a.m.—Divine Service w/ Comm. 

Monday December 26th: 
6:00 p.m.—Divine Service w/ Communion 

Saturday December 31st: 
12:00 p.m.—New Year’s Eve Service 
7:00 p.m.—New Year’s Eve Service 

Sunday January 1st: 
8:00 a.m.—Divine Service w/ Comm. 

10:30 a.m.—Divine Service w/ Comm. 

Wednesday November 30: 
12:00 p.m.—Advent Service 
7:00 p.m.—Advent Service 

Wednesday December 7: 
12:00 p.m.—Advent Service 
7:00 p.m.—Advent Service 

Wednesday December 14: 
12:00 p.m.—Advent Service 
7:00 p.m.—Advent  Service 

 

Bus Trip to the Lyceum Theater  

in Arrow Rock, MO  

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Please meet at 4:45 p.m. The bus will 

leave the church parking lot at 5:00 

p.m. We will eat dinner at J. Huston  

Tavern in Arrow Rock, and return to  

Columbia around 10:30 p.m.  

Cost: $36/ticket (group rate) + dinner  

There are spots available for 25  

people and the deadline to sign up is 

Tuesday, December 12th at 12:00 p.m. 

Contact Gary Kespohl at 573-268-7651 

to sign up!  



    

 

At the Life Team meeting in 

November, Kaitlyn Banning 

from Mizzou Students for 

Life, visited us and invited us 

and our congregation to a 

presentation from Mr. Joel 

Fevig, abortion survivor. The presentation 

will be on the Mizzou Campus in Switzler 

Hall, Room 301 on Tuesday,  December 

6th at 7 p.m and is sponsered by Mizzou 

Students for Life. Mr. Fevig is a graduate 

enrollment counselor at Southeastern Uni-

versity. He will be sharing his powerful tes-

timony. Born in the Phillippines in 1984, Jo-

el was the product of an unwanted preg-

nancy and survived multiple attempts at 

abortion by his birth mother. After being 

adopted by a Christian family in the Unit-

ed States, he learned to answer the pain 

of his past with forgiveness and love. The 

Life Team invites our congregation to join 

us for this powerful message. Please con-

tact Phyllis White or Sylvia Glenn to join us.  

Also the Life Team has asked Trumane Or-

son, from LFCS, to speak at our adult Sun-

day school class on Sunday, January 15th, 

Life Sunday. Please mark your calendars 

and join us for this interesting and informa-

tive opportunity to learn more about 

LFCS. We will also have a sharing moment 

and a freewill offering for the LFL adop-

tion fund which exists to help with the cost 

of adoption, which can be very expen-

sive.   

God's blessings this Advent season! The 

Life Team 

Lutheran Family & Children’s Services 

(LFCS) “Season of Hope Tree” 

Lutheran Family and Children’s Services of 

Mid-Missouri is proud to be working again 

with Trinity Lutheran Church. We at LFCS 

know that not every child has a safe, warm 

place to spend their Christmas. We want 

children to feel the sanctuary of a parent’s 

love and the security of a place to call 

home, especially as we remember the story 

of the birth of our Savior. Your support of 

LFCS allows children right here in our com-

munity to find safe, loving homes, devoted 

families, and offers essential services for par-

ents to become empowered for a better 

tomorrow. The individuals and families re-

questing LCFS’s Christ centered services in 

Columbia has continued to increase so we 

are especially grateful to have the oppor-

tunity to work with you to help us provide 

our ministry.  Every effort of LCFC is touching 

children’s lives. We have put a “Season of 

Hope Tree” in the hallway with tags on it 

representing items we need to help our 

families. If you are able to take a tag(s), 

add the items to your shopping list, and 

place them under the tree --THANK YOU! If 

you would rather make a monetary dona-

tion, please put it in an envelope marked 

for LFCS and place it in the offering box.  

Our wishes for you and your family to have 

a blessed Advent and Christmas season. 

 

Myra McCoig, LFCS Advisory Board mem-

ber for TLC 

Open Building Committee Meeting –  

Update on Status of Phase II Building Project 

 Sunday, December 4, 2022, at 12 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

(snacks and beverages will be served).   



  

 
Lectionary Preview Study 

Prepare for next week: Third Sunday in Advent, December 11, 2022 

Old Testament: Isaiah 35:1-10 

1. Isaiah speaks to the weak being made strong and well. Jump ahead to the gos-

pel reading and read vv. 4-5. Who do these verses ultimately refer to?  

2. In the short term, Isaiah preaches before things get awful for the kingdoms lead-

ing up to the exile in Babylon. What will happen after the exile? Why are verses 8 

and 10 good news to a people living in a foreign land? 

3. What long event in Israel’s history do vv.8-10 do evoke? Hint: the desert, 40 years, 

a good land awaiting? 

4. In verse 10, how does the Lord ransom his people from Egypt? How does he ran-

som sinners? Hint: blood.  

Psalm 146; ant. v. 5 

Epistle: James 5:7-11 

5. The verses in James direct us to consider the purpose of patient suffering. Why 

does suffering get such a bad rap in our culture today?  

6. What is the purpose of patient suffering, according to verse 8? How are we read-

ied for the coming of the Lord, that is why do we endure suffering? Hint: the main 

message of John’s preaching (and all preaching, really). [Matt. 3:2] 

7. James points the pastors of the early church to consider the Old Testament 

prophets in vv. 10-11. What message did they also preach? Why were they 

blessed?  

8. How does the Lord promise to bless suffering in v. 11?  

Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:2-15 

9. Should we read v. 3 as John doubting Jesus’ Messiahship? What did he hear in 

3:15 and 17 that would indicate his faith in Jesus? Would you agree that John had 

his disciples ask this question so that they might hear and believe Jesus? Could 

John have left the disciples to their own opinion? Was such doubt even possible 

given what John was prepared to do? 

10. In verse 6, who would be offended by Jesus?  

11. In verse 7, why compare John and his preaching to a reed? A reed gleams on 

the outside, but is hollow inside—much like the ways of the world. It looks flashy, 

but contains nothing.  

12. How does Jesus praise John? 
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