THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
WITH

RITE OF CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021 - 10:30 AM

Knowing Christ’s Love … Seeking His Will … Spreading His Word

Holy Communion is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that with the bread and the wine we also truly
receive the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We
call this belief the Doctrine of the Real Presence. Through the gift of
Communion, the Lord bestows on us the forgiveness of sins and
strengthens our union with Him and with one another.
Our Lord desires that those who commune should know and believe
what they are receiving in Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:29), should be instructed
in God’s Word so that they can properly examine themselves prior to communing (1
Corinthians 11:28), and should be united as one body in the faith (Acts 2:42 and 1
Corinthians 10:17).
Out of our heartfelt desire that all who commune at this altar be well
prepared for Holy Communion, this congregation practices “close
communion.” All who are presently communicant members in a
congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and those
Lutheran churches that are in altar and pulpit fellowship with the
LCMS are warmly invited to join us in Communion. All other guests
are warmly invited to come to the communion rail for a blessing from
the pastor. Please cross your arms at the rail to receive the blessing.
We invite guests to visit with a pastor about how we may commune together in the future.



Communicants may receive the host by having it placed directly into
the mouth or by having it placed in the palm of the hand. If the
communicant wishes to take the individual cup, please take one from
the tray when the elder comes to your place at the communion rail.
Drink from the individual cup only when the pastor/elder comes to
your place at the communion rail with the chalice and speaks the words
of distribution. If the communicant wishes to receive the chalice, do not take an
individual cup from the tray carried by the elder.
The Lord has given His people the gift of His Body and His Blood in, with and under
the consecrated bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins (St. Matthew 26:28). However,
if an individual is allergic or intolerant to wheat or fermented wine, it is difficult to
participate in this great fellowship. Should you be one of these individuals, we gladly
provide gluten-free and alcohol-removed wine so that you are able to receive these gifts of
God with your brothers and sisters in Christ.

Warm greetings to you, dear worshipper, in the name of our Risen
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the blessings of His presence and
His peace be with you throughout this week.
Guests: If you are a guest worshiping with us today, we are honored to
have you join us in receiving the rich blessings that our Lord supplies to us
through the gift of His holy Word. We invite you to return and worship
with us again as the opportunity arises.
Children: Parents and their children are welcome to sit in the
front of the church so that the children can see and hear the service clearly. The
Family Room in the Narthex may be used by anyone who prefers or needs a more
private setting.
Prayer Requests: If you have an intercession to add to our weekly prayers at
church or to our daily Prayer Chain, please contact the Church Office or fill
out one of the prayer request cards located in your pew and place it in the
offering collection box.
Publications: We invite you to read our Trinity Weekly News and visit our
bulletin boards for info about church activities. Publications including our
monthly newsletter are available from the information stand in the Narthex
and at various locations in the hallway.
Accessibility: A lift (slow-moving elevator) is located just outside the sanctuary
overflow area for those who prefer not to take the stairs to the lower level.
Ushers and many church members can assist with the operation of the lift.
Audio Assistance: We provide hearing-assist and closed
captioning devices for the hearing impaired. If you would like to try these
devices to see if they will enhance your worship experience, they are located in
the Narthex. CD and DVD recordings of the weekly service will be available
from the Church Office later in the week.
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About the cover art: Samantha Bender creates theological artwork to serve as visual reminders of
God’s love. We are delighted to feature her design of the Luther seal on today’s cover. To learn more
about her work, visit her website at pleasantlycrafted.square.site or Pleasantly Crafted on Facebook.

Order of Service: Divine Service IV – LSB 203
with the Rite of Confirmation – LSB 272
Bells’ Call to Worship
Word of Welcome
Cello Prelude

Prélude from Suite No. 3 in C Major (BMW 1009)
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Please stand and face the cross for the Procession

Processional Hymn

LSB #599 O Gracious Lord, with Love Draw Near

5 O Father, grant that by Your grace
6
They may Your will each day embrace
With fruits of faith their lives now bless,
Till they at death Your name confess.

Then robed in white before Your throne,
Your holy saints, by You foreknown—
Predestined, called, and justified,
Shall, crowned in light, be glorified.

Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110003314
Tune: © 1971 Faber Music Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003314

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Kyrie

LSB 204

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 204

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

P

Let us pray.

C

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may
love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the
many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading
26

Acts 8:26–40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,
who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him
reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And
he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and
sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What
prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P
C

Epistle
1

1 John 4:1–11

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit
of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist,
which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from
God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
5
They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to
them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God
does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

7

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because
God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P
C
Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

John 15:1–8

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

P
C
1

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of
mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to
you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
6
If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Sermon Hymn

LSB #700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Sermon
Confirmation Hymn

1 John 4:1--11
O Heavenly Father, Hear Our Prayer
Text: Rev. Dr. Kenneth Frerking
Tune: LSB 717

1. O Heavenly Father, hear our prayer
For those entrusted to our care.
For pow’r and strength in time of need
For faithfulness to Christian creed.
O hear us as we come to You
For all that’s right and good and true!

3. O Spirit of the living God,
Show us the way we are to trod.
Renew in us baptismal vow
With new-found strength us to endow.
O grant us now Your gift of pow’r
To see us through temptation’s hour.

2. O Son of God, who took our form
To shield us from the devil’s harm.
Who bore the cross that we might be
From sin’s dominion ever free.
O grant us now forgiving grace
To help us run the Christian race.

4. O Father, Son, and Spirit too,
Accept our prayers addressed to You.
Enlighten us with Your strong Word,
And gird us with the Spirit’s sword.
All praise and thanks we offer now,
As these young Christians make their vow!

Lucas Cranach the Elder, Last Supper of the Protestants and the Pope’s Descent into Hell, 1547

The Rite of Confirmation
The pastor addresses the catechumens:

P

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized
in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever
confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But
whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.”
Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to
what I now ask you in the name of the Lord.

P
R

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?
Yes, I do.

P
R

Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.

P
R

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.

P
R

Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

P
R

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

P
R

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

P
R

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

P
R

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of
God?
I do.

R

Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the
Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful
and true?
I do.

P
R

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
I do, by the grace of God.

P

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed
to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
I do, by the grace of God.

P

R
P
R
P

C

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer
all, even death, rather than fall away from it?
I do, by the grace of God.
We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the
teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins.
As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He
who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on the head of
each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying:

P

R

[Catechumen’s Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your
sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting.
Amen.

Cello Voluntary
“The Swan” from The Carnival of the Animals

Camille Saint-Saëns
(1835-1921)

Confirmed in Christ
Spencer David Baehman
I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13
Noah Timothy Eckhoff
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.
Jeremiah 29:11
Reese Elizabeth Eckhoff
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life
to which you were called and about which you made the good
confession in the presence of many witnesses.
1 Timothy 6:12
Ethan James McMillen
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him,
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples”
John 8:31
Spencer Lucas McMillen
Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is
about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful
unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Revelation 2:10
Louis Joseph Mwamgiga
The name of the Lord is a strong tower;
the righteous man runs into it and is safe.
Proverbs 18:10
Meredith Makenna Stone
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.
1 Peter 5:7

Stand

C

Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in
bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior,
Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the
mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith,
they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought
the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

P
C

Peace T be with you.
Amen.

P

Prayer of the Church
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
Lord God, Your only Son came in the flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. Protect
us from all false teaching and the spirit of the Antichrist, that we may always confess
Christ to be our only true God and remain faithful to Him. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, in Holy Baptism You began Your good work in our
catechumens, and You have blessed their instruction and training in Your Word. We
implore You to pour out Your Holy Spirit on their hearts and minds so that they will
truly love and revere You, confess the faith with joy and boldness, endeavor to live
according to Your commandments, and praise and glorify You as their faithful God
and Lord. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, You hear and answer Your children in their hour of need. Give aid to
___________.] Grant that they would bear their crosses with faith, ever looking to
You, and so fix their hearts where true joy is found. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. Hear and answer our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, you’re your
saints shall bless You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Stand

Preface

LSB 208

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 208

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed
us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into
new life in Him.
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given
into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass
through death to the promised land of life eternal.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Sit

Distribution

LSB 210

Distribution Hymn

LSB #596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul,
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

6 So use it well! You are made new
In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess
His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003314
Tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn

LSB #631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face

5

Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.

6

Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

7

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Text and tune: Public domain

Dismissal
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 211

Post-Communion Collect
P

Let us pray.

C

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus
P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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