News of the Son
Trinity Lutheran Church — Columbia, MO

As we continue our walk through the liturgy, we now come to the
Creeds, the Offertory, and the Prayers.
You know the words well: “I believe in God, the Father Almighty…”
With these words we confess with the saints of two millennia the
true persons and work of God revealed in Holy Scripture. The
Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed are ecumenical,
meaning, the content is universally accepted by the whole Christian Church.
True or False? The Apostles’ Creed is by the Twelve Apostles. Answer: a bit of both,
but mostly false. The Apostles’ Creed is a faithful exposition of apostolic teaching, that
is, the teaching given to the Church by Jesus and contained in the Old and New
Testaments. And of course, the first to preach and teach were apostles of Jesus. The
Apostles’ Creed is a descendant of an even older creed, the “old Roman Symbol”
which was a baptismal creed. Christians learned the symbol as summary of the main
points of the Christian religion before being baptized and receiving the Lord’s Supper.
Fittingly, it is the creed most students in confirmation class study as they prepare to
affirm their belief in the Christian faith before the whole congregation. The creed
took on the form we know today around 150 AD.
In 325 AD, the Council at Nicaea was summoned by the Roman Emperor
Constantine. Around 1,500 bishops (pastors) from the Roman Empire were called
together to sort out false teachings that had been creeping into churches. God granted
explosive growth to the Church in the first and second centuries, but Christians met
in secret. The Emperor’s conversion along with the Edict of Milan in 313 AD
signified the Church could come out into the open. As the Church grew, a teacher
named Arius argued “there was a time when Jesus was not.” This ultimately leads to
the possibility that Jesus was created by the Father, or less divine than the Father, or
not really God. Any way that is taken, it means that Jesus is not fully God. The Nicene
Creed explains the person and work of Jesus in such a way to guard against heresies
that deny either Jesus’ full divinity or humanity or the saving work he accomplished.
Since salvation depends on Jesus, the Church strives, though not without many battles
through hundreds of years, to rightly confess Jesus (Acts 20:29-32; Galatians 6:1-9). In
381 AD at the Council of Constantinople, the Creed assumed the wording we recite
on Sundays. Though the Nicene Creed is not inspired like Holy Scripture, it is tested
against Holy Scripture and found to be in agreement. The documents comprising the
Lutheran Confessions as contained in the Book of Concord follow the same principle.
Finally, there’s THE BIG ONE, the Athanasian Creed. Only confessed once per year
on Trinity Sunday, this creed from about 415 AD expresses precise doctrines
developed by a Church father named Athanasius, though it was not written by him. It
does make use of exact phrases and terms found in Athanasius’s writings, especially
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one book titled On the Trinity. This is fitting since the creed is a thorough explanation on the persons
of the Holy Trinity. Together, the three creeds encourage us to thoughtfully recognize and join
together in confessing who God is, what he has accomplished for us by Christ Jesus, and how he
keeps us as his own for our salvation.
In the medieval Church, the Offertory was a very complex ritual devoid of true Christian meaning.
Bringing first-fruits to the altar for the work of the Church was hardly the main point. Luther sought
to purge this ceremony since it had been deeply corrupted. The Offertory we use today is simple:
Psalm 51:10-12. The words of David confess a true sacrifice of praise: a contrite heart and God’s
mercy. Our singing of David’s Psalm is an offering of praise, our gifts and offerings are another—a
sacrifice of praise offered in response to Christ’s atoning sacrifice. We praise God by giving to his
work and to those in need. But even more than that, we praise him by coming to receive what he died
to give us.
Finally, the prayers. Prayer is a wonderful privilege granted to God’s people. We know to whom to
pray and that our prayers will be heard (John 16:23–28; Matthew 6:9–13; 7:7–11; Luke 11:9–13). The
Lord entreats us to call upon his name, to pray, praise, and give thanks to his throne of grace because
he has won heaven for us and so delights to give (Matthew 6; Hebrews 4:16). The Church prays for all
concerns of those worshiping and those around the world (1 Timothy 2:1-6). The prayers gather all
concerns and thanksgiving and offer them to Him who has promised to hear. As we confess the
creeds with the Church around the world, so we also remember in our prayers that the family of
believers around the world is undergoing the same sufferings as we are (1 Peter 5:9). Our prayers
elaborate that we expect every good gift and perfect gift as he has promised to give (James 1:17). Since
the Service of the Lord’s Supper comes next it is “meet, right, and salutary” that all our prayers should
be offered at this point in the service, when we have been strengthened in the Gospel and await the
coming of our Lord Jesus to save us in his flesh and blood, under the bread and wine.
Your Servant in Christ,

Rev. Joseph M. McCalley
LIFE TEAM UPDATE

The Life Team would like to announce several upcoming events in April:
ⴕ First, on Wednesday, April 14 we will be participating in the Midwest March for Life at the
Capitol building in Jefferson City.
ⴕ Next, on Thursday, April 15 we will be showing “Unplanned.”
This movie tells the story of Abby Johnson, the director of a
Texas Planned Parenthood clinic and an outspoken advocate for pro-choice causes.
After finally participating in an abortion procedure for the first time, Abby Johnson
had a change of heart. She quit her job and became as ardently pro-life as she had
been pro-choice. Please note that due to the content and subject matter, this movie is
rated R. For more information about the film, please visit www.unplannedfilm.com.
ⴕ Finally, on Saturday, April 17, the annual Lutherans for Life meeting will
be held in St. Louis.
ⴕ The Life Team training scheduled for February 27 was postponed, and it will be
rescheduled for some time in the future.
Watch for more details about all these events in the Trinity Weekly News.
Blessings, the Life Team
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Please join us for the
LWML Annual Prayer Service
Sunday, March 21 at 2:30 pm
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall (socially distanced and please wear your mask)
120 West Gano Chance Road
Centralia, MO 65240
Questions??? Call Ann after 5 pm 573-682-3389
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CHURCH WORKER STUDY GRANTS

If you are a student enrolled full-time at a university or seminary of the LCMS and are planning to
become a professional church worker, you are eligible to apply for a Church Worker Study Grant
through the LWML Missouri District. Applications are available at www.missourilwml.org/churchworker-grants.html and on the LWML bulletin board near the Church Office. Please note
that applications MUST be postmarked by April 15, 2021 in order to be considered. If you
have any questions, contact Joanna McDowell at (573) 881-4138 or
mcdowellfamily@centurytel.net.

DECEMBER 20, 2020
ASSEMBLY OF VOTERS’ MINUTES

The scheduled meeting of the Assembly of Voters
(AOV) was called to order at 12:30 pm. Attendees
included: Gary Kespohl, Larry McCoig, Tom
Meyers, Warren Harms, Ron Barrett, Karen
Niederjohn, Jim Harms, Phil Glenn, Sylvia Glenn,
Nicholas Couper, Larry Samuel, Theresa Greer, Ken
Greer, Amanda Hakes, Joanna McDowell, David
Atteberry, Patricia Campbell, Angel Arnall,
Annette Kiehne, Karen Harms, Jessica Kesphol,
and Rev Brian Thieme and Rev Joseph Mccalley.
Rev Thieme led the opening devotion Hymn 357,
0 Come, 0 Come, Emmanuel (God be with us)
Stanza 1 A call was made for first-time voters. None
were added.
Angel Arnall moved to approve the agenda;
seconded and approved.
Minutes of the September 20, 2020 AOV minutes
were reviewed. Phil Glenn requested his last name
be correctly spelled "Glenn." Ron Barrett moved to
approve these minutes as amended: seconded and
approved.
Minutes of the special voters meeting on
November 15, 2020 were reviewed. As there was
not a quorum present and no votes were taken,
these minutes were not approved but placed on
file.
Pastor Thieme's report October-December 2020
presented as written in the meeting packet. Pastor
McCall ey's report presented as written in the
meeting packet.

Membership Changes:
Baptisms: Cohen Robert Steinkoetter and Natalie
Gray Fitzgerald
Transfer in: Breanna Dawn Bongard from
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Sweet Springs, MO;
Norman Gephardt from Zion, Lone Elm, MO
Transfer out: Dr Charles & Monica Smith,
children Caitlyn & Morgyn to Alive In Christ,
Columbia, MO; Stephanie Wolleburg to Redeemer
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bronx, NY

2020 and will
create income making this net flow an approximate
positive $66,434, which after the month of
December should still show a positive cash flow for
2020 for the combined TLC and TLCLC.
BOARD REPORTS were reviewed as written in
the meeting packet. Christian Education, Early
Childhood Education, Stewardship and Finance,
Trinity Lutheran Church Endowment Fund were
moved for approval by Ron Barrett; seconded and
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approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS were reviewed as written
in the meeting packet. The Kitchen Committee
requested $500 to be included in the 2021 budget.
Angel Arnall moved this addition be approved;
seconded and approved.
OLD BUSINESS

The bottom of the budget has two sections of
Expenses of Previous years AOV and BOD
approved expenses to be paid in 2021. The 2019
expenses are $6,036 and the 2020 expenses are
$79,680. These total of $85,716 were approved in
years prior to 2021 and cash has been deposited to
reserve bank accounts at Lutheran Church
Extension Fund to pay these expenses in 2021.
After discussion, Phil Glenn moved to approve the
2021 budget; seconded and approve.
Nominations & Elections-A list of nominations for
2021 officers and board members was presented by
the Board of Elders. Nominations were open from
the floor. None were made. Angel Arnall moved
the slate be voted in by acclamation; seconded and
approved. The following were elected:
President-1 year:
Gary Kespohl
Secretary-1 year:
Warren Harms
Treasurer -1 year:
Jim Harms
Financial Secretary-1 yr: JoAnn Schoenike

Elders-3 years:
Christian Education-3 yr:

Christian Education -2 yr:
Christian Education-1 yr:
Early Childhood Ed-3 yrs:
Evangelism-3 years:
Endowment-3 years:
Endowment-1 year:
Stewardship-3 years:

David Attebery,
Jim Cherrington
Daniel Hakescontingent upon
membership transfer
Kylie Sterling
Sarah Thieme
Joni Schaumburg
Diane Mirtz
Gary Frisch
Carey Smith
Lori Burns,
Ken Greer
Doug McDowell
Angel Arnall
Emily Derendinger
Chris Baily

Trustees-3 years:
Social Ministry-3 years:
Social Ministry-2 years:
Youth-3 years:
NEW BUSINESS
Schedule of Worship Services for 2021 was
presented-The schedule was amended to have only
one service at 9:00 am on November 7, 2021. Larry
McCoig moved to approve the schedule as
amended; seconded and approved as amended.
Postpone District & Synod Conventions- A 9-page
attachment from Missouri Synod Lutheran Church
on FAQ is in the meeting packet. A sample
question was presented to the congregations of the
Synod to consider: Shall the Synod add a year to
the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts
to hold their conventions in either 2021or 2022
and moving the upcoming national Synod
Convention from 2022 to 2023? [Thereafter, the
triennium cycle will continue forward from 2023
in three-year increments, as before (i.e., with
district conventions held in 2025, 2028, etc., and
Synod Conventions held in 2026, 2029, etc.).]
Vote: Yes or No.
Larry McCoig moved that Trintiy Lutheran
Church, Columbia, MO vote Yes to approve the
schedule change; seconded and approved.
Employee Bonuses- Chair man Kesphol began
discussion stating the Board of Directors had
approve total bonuses for the TLCLC staff and the
church office secretary be paid financial bonuses of
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a total of $3,900. More discussion was held
concerning the financial situation of TLCLC
during the current COVID pandemic. It was
pointed out that even during hard financial times
in the past the TLCLC staff had always received
bonuses and TLC would cover any shortfall of
TLCLC as it is a mission of TLC. The Board of
Early Childhood Education has approved a list of
bonus amounts totaling $3,665 based on a 3-Level
tier system used in the past: (1) Full time including
teachers and the TLCLC office secretary, (2) Part
time teaching assistants, {3) Temporary employees.
More discussion brought out the Executive Board
had done their annual review of the church office
secretary but there was no suggested financial
bonus recommended to the Board of Directors.
There was extra work and duties performed during
the current COVID pandemic. Larry McCoig made
a motion to pay the proposed $3,665 total to the
TLCLC staff and $1,000 to the church office
secretary. The motion was seconded and after a
show of hands, the motion failed 5-Yes and 15-No.
More discussion was held concerning the church
office secretary was paid hourly and 1.5 times OT
rate for overtime hours and the TLCLC staff was
not paid for overtime. Phil Glenn made a motion
to pay the proposed $3,665 total to the TLCLC
staff, $300 to the church office secretary, and $35
to the church office secretary assistant. The motion
was seconded and passed. This is a total of $4,000
in bonuses to be paid to church employees in
2020.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

2021 Trinity Lutheran Church
Officers and Board Members
President
Gary Kespohl
Secretary
Warren Harms
Treasurer
Jim Harms
Financial Secretary
JoAnn Schoenike
Board of Christian Ed.
Daniel Hakes
Kylie Sterling
Sarah Thieme
Board of Early
Childhood Ed.
Carole Eilers
Cynthia Green
Christina Hartman
Karen Niederjohn
Joni Schaumburg
Board of Elders
Benjamin Asbeck
David Attebery
Ron Barrett
Jim Cherrington
John Frerking
Daniel Hartman
Larry McCoig

Board of Evangelism
Robert Hall
Dianne Mirtz
Chuck Murphy
Board of Social
Ministry
Angel Arnall
Emily Derendinger
Kathy Ferguson
Board of Stewardship
and Finance
Lori BresnahanBurns
Rob & Kim Crouch
Ken Greer
Sean Huggans
Richard Mangold
vacancy
Board of TLC
Endowment Fund
Nick Couper
Gary Frisch
Carey Smith
Board of Trustees
Charlie Cott
Doug McDowell
Eddie Sterling
Board of Youth
Chris Bailey
Lisa Mefrakis
Michelle Wren

The next regular AOV meeting will be February 21,
2021.

Board of Directors reports and agenda
items are due to Secretary Warren Harms
by noon on Thursday, March 4.

Christmas Eve Services-there will be three services
to accommodate as many attendees as possible
social distancing. Overflow in the fellowship hall
downstairs if necessary.
Respectfully Submitted
Warren L. Harms for Jacque Eckhoff, Secretary

The Board of Directors will meet
Tuesday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m.
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The Assembly of Voters will meet
Sunday, May 16 at 12:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary.

Greetings in the Name of Jesus, who has chosen you,

Each year Lutherans For Life sponsors an essay contest for grades 6
through 12. The winner of each state contest competes in the National
contest. The Missouri winner receives a cash prize, a plaque and a Bible
and is asked to read their essay at the Missouri Annual meeting. The
winner of the National contest also receives a cash prize and receives a trip
to the National Conference where they also read their essay.
The theme for this year’s contest is God Chose You based on the Bible verse John 15:16: “You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.” Any Lutheran student is eligible to
enter. Guidelines for the contest can be found at lflofmo.org. or contact this editor. Entries should be submitted
digitally using Microsoft Word or Google Docs to lflofmo@gmail.com by March 15, 2021.
The following is one of the winners from 2020. Be encouraged and encourage a young person you know to enter.

LFL of MO’s 1st Place Elementary Essay Winner: Sam Arroyo
LFL National’s 2nd Place Elementary Essay Winner: Sam Arroyo
A Burning Flame
There is a flame in every person; that flame is meant to burn. This flame is
not meant to be put out by one’s own self. God designed each and every one
of us in His own image. He planned out our lives before we were born.
Suicide was not God´s perfect plan for our lives.
Everyone has a purpose; God planned that purpose before our lives
began. Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I consecrated you” (Faith Alive Student Bible). Suicide
crushes God´s Plan for us. Suicide rates have increased substantially since the
year 2000. Suicide is now the 10th leading cause of death in the United States (“Suicide
Statistics”). 1Corinthians 12:22 says, “On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable.” God mapped out the human body so perfectly; it is amazing how every
part of the human body matters. When our mind is feeling weak, we should turn to God. Isaiah
41:10 says, “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed for I am your God; I will strengthen you,
I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” God only wants the best for us.
God is always by our side, so hope should come from Him when we feel down or depressed. John
8:12 says, “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” Even in the darkest time in our lives,
Jesus is our hope and way to the light.
Committing suicide is destroying God´s perfect creation. God gave everyone unique and different
gifts. Each one of us has a purpose in this world. The journey we take may have many ups and
downs, but knowing that Jesus is our rock and our salvation can get us through our difficult
moments. Life is a burning flame; it only lasts for so long. God made us to share His love and
spread that flame, not to put it out before it is time.
In Christ,
Sylvia Glenn
Life Ministry Coordinator for Lutherans For Life
Feel free to call me (573-592-7866) for information or concerns about life issues. For those who have had an
abortion, there is a word of hope! “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3).
For confidential post-abortion referral, counsel, and reconciliation call WORD of HOPE, toll-free 888-217-8679, or
visit www.word-of-hope.org.
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Birthdays &
Anniversaries

2
Phil Glenn
3
Kurstin Stephenson
Jeanne Griggs
4
Debbie Harms
5
Hawk Harris
Gary Kespohl
Wyatt Smith
6
Glenna Brucks
Robert Dierking
Rob Hall
Matthew Swartz
7
Dennis Haubein

9
Rob Crouch
Jennifer Fowlkes
Emma Gooch
10
Cynthia Green
Dana Luetkemeier
Zachary Mott
Dan Noll
11
Sophie Berendzen
Lameck Mwamgiga
12
Michael Brown
Bonnie Lawler
14
Josh Thieme
15
Hannah Nandor

19
Sawyer Bergman
Margaret Fines
20
Warren Harms
Mary Redders
Donna Weber
21
Roland Meyer
22
Thomas Stone, Jr.
23
Louise Griggs
Chris Kespohl
24
Debbie Laupp
26
Peter Hartman
Joyce Walters

27
Diane Linneman
28
Karly Berendzen
Noah Eckhoff
Jacob Marriott
Theresa Yeager
29
Ron Lueck
30
Karl Christopher
31
Pearly Baynes

Jean and Robert Crowson
March 18, 1951
Glen and Kathy Frerichs
March 27, 1967

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Due to the ongoing pandemic, our plans for Easter Sunday worship on April 4 are different
again this year. This time we are able to offer expanded Divine Worship and Communion
opportunities, but we will not have an Easter Breakfast.








7:00 a.m. — In-person worship in the Sanctuary with Communion
— This service will be livestreamed on
www.facebook.com/trinitylutherancomo/
— Overflow seating will be available
8:30 a.m. — In-person worship held outside in the West Parking Lot
— Worshipers will watch the service from their vehicle and listen
over the radio
— Worshipers will be invited to join in the Drive-up Communion at
the end of the service
9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. — Drive-up Communion
— Worshipers from the 8:30 a.m. service and any others who wish
to come will receive Communion in their vehicles
10:30 a.m. — In-person worship in the Sanctuary with Communion
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March
2021
Sun

Mon

28

8a Worship Service
w/Comm.
930a Sunday School
1030a Worship
Service w/Comm.
330p Pickleball
6p JCC

7

8a Worship Service
w/Comm.
930a Sunday School
1030a Worship
Service w/Comm.
330p Pickleball
6p JCC

14

8a Worship Service
w/Comm.
930a Sunday School
1030a Worship
Service w/Comm.
330p Pickleball
6p JCC

21

8a Worship Service
w/Comm.
930a Sunday School
1030a Worship
Service w/Comm.
12p Board of Youth
1230p Voters
330p Pickleball
6p JCC

28

Palm Sunday
8a Worship Service
w/Comm.
930a Sunday School
1030a Worship
Service w/Comm.
330p Pickleball

Tue

1

9a Bible Study
6p Worship Service
w/Comm.

8

9a Bible Study
430p Worship
Service w/Comm.
6p Worship Service
w/Comm.

15

9a Bible Study
6p Worship Service
w/Comm.

22

9a Bible Study
430p Worship
Service w/Comm.
6p Worship Service
w/Comm.

Wed

2

6p Stephen Ministry
Supervision

6p Vesper Guild
7p Bd of Directors

9

16

23

Thu

3

845a TLCLC
Chapel
12p Midweek
Lenten Service
5p Pickleball
7p Midweek Lenten
Service

10

845a TLCLC
Chapel
930a Mary Martha
Guild
12p Midweek
Lenten Service
5p Pickleball
7p Midweek Lenten
Service

17

845a TLCLC
Chapel
12p Midweek
Lenten Service
5p Pickleball
530p Life Team
7p Midweek Lenten
Service

24

845a TLCLC
Chapel
12p Midweek
Lenten Service
5p Pickleball
7p Midweek Lenten
Service

Fri

630a Men’s Bible
Study
845a TLCLC
Chapel
11a Chapel w/
Comm. @ Lenoir
6p Youth Group

Sat

4

11

630a Men’s Bible
Study
845a TLCLC
Chapel
6p Youth Group

5

6

12

13

REV. THIEME’S
DAY OFF

REV. THIEME’S
DAY OFF

18

630a Men’s Bible
Study
845a TLCLC
Chapel
11a Chapel w/
Comm. @ Lenoir
6p Bd of Evangelism
6p Youth Group

25

630a Men’s Bible
Study
845a TLCLC
Chapel
6p Bd of Elders

19

20

REV. THIEME’S
DAY OFF

26

27

REV. THIEME’S
DAY OFF

29

9a Bible Study
6p Worship Service
w/Comm.

30

845a TLCLC
Chapel
5p Pickleball
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31

1

Maundy Thursday
630a Men’s Bible
Study
845a TLCLC
Chapel
12p Maundy
Thursday Service
w/Comm.
7p Maundy
Thursday Service
w/Comm.

Good Friday
12p Good Friday
Service
7p Good Friday
Service

2

3
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ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
Items for the monthly News of the Son are due to the
church office by noon on the 20th of the month.
Announcements for the Trinity Weekly News are due to
the church office by noon each Wednesday.
Announcements of 75-100 words are preferred.

WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES:
SUNDAY 8:00 A.M. & 10:30 A.M.
MONDAY 6:00 P.M.

BIBLE STUDY & SUNDAY SCHOOL:
SUNDAY 9:15 A.M.

PHONE: 573-445-2112
FAX: 573-445-4078
EMAIL: CHURCH@TRINITY-LCMS.ORG
WEBSITE: TRINITY-LCMS.ORG

Dear Church Family,
Please contact the Church Office when:
· a member of your family is admitted to the hospital so

visits can be made

· someone you know is very ill or has passed away
· your class, board, or group would like to use the

church for a meeting or event so it can be scheduled
on the church calendar
· your contact information or address changes
· a new baby arrives in your family
· a member of your family leaves home for college, joins
the military, or is getting married
· you would like to have a member call you to visit or
assist you in some way
· you have a prayer request
· you would like to share your time and talents
· you feel the church can assist you in any way

