THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
SUNDAY JANUARY 31, 2021

Knowing Christ’s Love … Seeking His Will … Spreading His Word

Holy Communion is celebrated at this congregation in the confession
and glad confidence that with the bread and the wine we also truly
receive the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We
call this belief the Doctrine of the Real Presence. Through the gift of
Communion, the Lord bestows on us the forgiveness of sins and
strengthens our union with Him and with one another.
Our Lord desires that those who commune should know and believe
what they are receiving in Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:29), should be instructed
in God’s Word so that they can properly examine themselves prior to communing (1
Corinthians 11:28), and should be united as one body in the faith (Acts 2:42 and 1
Corinthians 10:17).
Out of our heartfelt desire that all who commune at this altar be well
prepared for Holy Communion, this congregation practices “close
communion.” All who are presently communicant members in a
congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and those
Lutheran churches that are in altar and pulpit fellowship with the
LCMS are warmly invited to join us in Communion. All other guests
are warmly invited to come to the communion rail for a blessing from
the pastor. Please cross your arms at the rail to receive the blessing.
We invite guests to visit with a pastor about how we may commune together in the future.



Communicants may receive the host by having it placed directly into
the mouth or by having it placed in the palm of the hand. If the
communicant wishes to take the individual cup, please take one from
the tray when the elder comes to your place at the communion rail.
Drink from the individual cup only when the pastor/elder comes to
your place at the communion rail with the chalice and speaks the words
of distribution. If the communicant wishes to receive the chalice, do not take an
individual cup from the tray carried by the elder.
The Lord has given His people the gift of His Body and His Blood in, with and under
the consecrated bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins (St. Matthew 26:28). However,
if an individual is allergic or intolerant to wheat or fermented wine, it is difficult to
participate in this great fellowship. Should you be one of these individuals, we gladly
provide gluten-free and alcohol-removed wine so that you are able to receive these gifts of
God with your brothers and sisters in Christ.

Warm greetings to you, dear worshipper, in the name of our
Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the blessings of His
presence and His peace be with you throughout this week.
Guests: If you are a guest worshiping with us today, we are honored to have
you join us in receiving the rich blessings that our Lord supplies to us
through the gift of His holy Word. We invite you to return and worship
with us again as the opportunity arises.
Children: Parents and their children are welcome to sit in the front of the church
so that the children can see and hear the service clearly. The Family Room in the
Narthex may be used by anyone who prefers or needs a more private setting.
Prayer Requests: If you have an intercession to add to our weekly
prayers at church or to our daily Prayer Chain, please contact the Church Office
or fill out one of the prayer request cards located in your pew and place it in
the offering collection box.
Publications: We invite you to read our Trinity Weekly News
and visit our bulletin boards for info about church activities. Publications
including our monthly newsletter are available from the information stand in
the Narthex and at various locations in the hallway.
Accessibility: A lift (slow-moving elevator) is located just outside the sanctuary
overflow area for those who prefer not to take the stairs to the lower level.
Ushers and many church members can assist with the operation of the lift.
Audio Assistance: We provide hearing-assist and closed captioning devices for
the hearing impaired. If you would like to try these devices to see if they will
enhance your worship experience, they are located in the Narthex. Audio and
DVD recordings of the weekly service will be available from the Church Office
later in the week.






Serving in God’s House Today:
Preacher:
Liturgist:
Altar Guild:
Elders:
Organist:

Rev. Brian Thieme
Rev. Joseph McCalley
Betty Buchheit
Benjamin Asbeck and John Frerking
Matthew Frerking and Joanna McDowell

Order of Service: Divine Service I – LSB 151
Bells’ Call to Worship
Word of Welcome
Organ Prelude

Confession and Absolution
Hymn of Invocation

LSB 620 “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”

5

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003314
Tune: Public domain
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 32:1–2, 5–7; antiphon: v. 10

P

Many are the sorrows of the wicked,

C
P

but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.
Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,

C
P

whose sin is covered.
Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,

C
P

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity;

C

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the

P

iniquity of my sin.
Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may
be found;

C
P
C
C

surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

P
C

Kyrie

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.

LSB 152

This Is the Feast

Salutation and Collect of the Day

LSB 155

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all
dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
A

Deuteronomy 18:15–20

The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy, chapter 18.
15

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you,
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the
voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD
said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet
like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall
speak to them all that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that
he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20But the prophet who presumes
to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in
the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle
A

1 Corinthians 8:1–13

The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 8.
1

Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone imagines that he knows something,
he does not yet know as he ought to know. 3But if anyone loves God, he is known by
God.
4
Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no
real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For although there may be so-called
gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6yet for
us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
7
However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association
with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is

defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and
no better off if we do. 9But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become
a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an
idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to
idols? 11And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom
Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when
it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will
never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P
C

LSB 156

Mark 1:21–28

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
21

They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] entered the
synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught
them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23And immediately there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy
One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And
the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him.
27
And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is
this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding
region of Galilee.
P
C
Sit

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day

LSB 842 “Son of God, Eternal Savior”

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon

“We Are in This Together”

1 Corinthians 8:1–13

Stand

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P

Sanctus

LSB 160

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found
in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of
Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

LSB 161

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

LSB 161

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone,
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

LSB 162

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

LSB 163

Agnus Dei

LSB 163

Sit

Distribution
Distribution Hymn

LSB 629 “What Is This Bread”

Tune and text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003314

Distribution Hymn

LSB 636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”

5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven,
You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness
And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessèd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110003314
Stand

Dismissal
P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

Thank the Lord

LSB 164

Post-Communion Collect
A

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may
be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

LSB 166

Hymn to Depart

Tune and text: Public domain

Organ Postlude

LSB 924 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
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