FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
SUNDAY DECEMBER 27, 2020

Knowing Christ’s Love … Seeking His Will … Spreading His Word

Warm greetings to you, dear worshipper, in the name of our
Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May the blessings of His
presence and His peace be with you throughout this week.
Guests: If you are a guest worshiping with us today, we are honored to have
you join us in receiving the rich blessings that our Lord supplies to us
through the gift of His holy Word. We invite you to return and worship
with us again as the opportunity arises.
Children: Parents and their children are welcome to sit in the front of the church
so that the children can see and hear the service clearly. The Family Room in the
Narthex may be used by anyone who prefers or needs a more private setting.
Prayer Requests: If you have an intercession to add to our weekly
prayers at church or to our daily Prayer Chain, please contact the Church Office
or fill out one of the prayer request cards located in your pew and place it in
the offering collection box.
Publications: We invite you to read our Trinity Weekly News
and visit our bulletin boards for info about church activities. Publications
including our monthly newsletter are available from the information stand in
the Narthex and at various locations in the hallway.
Accessibility: A lift (slow-moving elevator) is located just outside the sanctuary
overflow area for those who prefer not to take the stairs to the lower level.
Ushers and many church members can assist with the operation of the lift.
Audio Assistance: We provide hearing-assist and closed captioning devices for
the hearing impaired. If you would like to try these devices to see if they will
enhance your worship experience, they are located in the Narthex. Audio and
DVD recordings of the weekly service will be available from the Church Office
later in the week.




Serving in God’s House Today:
Preacher:
Liturgist:
Elders:
Organist:
Assistant Organist:

Rev. Brian Thieme
Rev. Joseph McCalley
John Frerking and Daniel Hartman
Carolyn Holste
Matthew Frerking



Order of Service: Prayer and Preaching – LSB 260
Bells’ Call to Worship
Word of Welcome
Organ Prelude
Opening Hymn

Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

LSB 367 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”

Opening Versicles
L
C
L
C

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

L
C
L
C
L
C

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Make His paths straight.
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.
Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.

L
C

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

L
C

Old Testament Canticle

LSB 261

Sit

Old Testament Reading
L

Isaiah 61:10—62:3

A reading from Isaiah, the sixty-first chapter.
10

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.

1

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
and her salvation as a burning torch.
2
The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

Epistle Reading

Galatians 4:4–7

A reading from Galatians, chapter 4.

L
4

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son,
and if a son, then an heir through God.
O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

L
C
Stand

Holy Gospel Reading

Luke 2:22–40

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

P
C
22

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it
is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the
Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a
man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
26
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple,
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

29

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword
will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”
36
And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from
when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to
all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Responsory
L
C
L
C
L
C

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

Stand

Ten Commandments
C

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.

You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit

Sermon Hymn

LSB 333 “Once He Came in Blessing”

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003314

Children’s Message

Sermon Hymn

LSB 389 “Let All Together Praise Our God”

5

He is a servant, I a lord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6

He is the key and He the door
To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

D 7

Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003314

Sermon

“Opening Heaven”

Luke 2:22-40

Stand

Prayer
P
C
P
C
P

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all
who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Collect for the Word
L

C

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to
heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life.
Amen.

Collect of the Day
L

C

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature.
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Morning Prayer
C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.

Blessing
P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

L

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

C

Hymn to Depart

LSB 937 “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”

Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110003314
Tune: Public domain

Organ Postlude
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December 27 & 28, 2020
The chancel flowers this week are sponsored
to the glory of God by
Norburt and Marian Pierson.

This Week at Trinity:
Sunday 12/27:

8:00 a.m.—Worship Service
(in-person and online)
9:30 a.m.—Adult and Child Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship Service
3:30 p.m.—Pickleball

Monday 12/28:

6:00 p.m.—Worship Service

Wednesday 12/30:
5:00 p.m.—Pickleball

Thursday 12/31:

NEW YEAR’S EVE
12:00 p.m.—New Year’s Eve Worship Service
w/Communion
7:00 p.m.—New Year’s Eve Worship Service
w/Communion

Friday 1/1:

NEW YEAR’S DAY—OFFICES CLOSED

Sunday 1/3:

8:00 a.m.—Worship Service w/Communion
(in-person and online)
9:10-9:30 a.m.—Communion in Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.—Adult and Child Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship Service w/Communion
3:30 p.m.—Pickleball

A LIFE QUOTE FROM LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
“The slaughter of the innocents continues in our time … done not out of
anger, but because the arrival of these little ones is deemed inconvenient
or too expensive or sometimes simply because they are not the ‘right’ sex.
We, like Rachel, weep over our lost children. But mourning their loss
does not mean that we do not fight to end this assault on the sanctity of
life. The holy birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, which has transformed the
world for the good in so many ways, gives us hope that abortion, too, can
be ended.” Steven Mosher, Population Research Institute

LIFE TEAM UPDATE
The Life Team would like to invite everyone to attend Sunday School on
January 24, 2021 to hear Delores Desemone speak about her family’s
adoption stories. She and her husband Bob have adopted five children and
look at adoption as a ministry. Please come and hear this life-affirming story
as we celebrate Life Sunday 2021.
The Lord’s richest blessings be on you and your families this Advent and
Christmas season! --The Life Team

OFFERING ENVELOPES
The offering envelopes for 2021 are available for pickup in the
Narthex. If you would like to have your envelopes mailed to you this
year, please contact the Church Office, and we will gladly send
them. Please note that you will likely have a new number for 2021,
so in January please recycle or discard any envelopes from 2020.

BIBLE QUIZ QUESTION
What was Matthew’s occupation before being called as one of Jesus’ disciples?
Browse the Trinity Weekly News to find the answer.

LECTIONARY LESSON
with Pastor McCalley
For January 3, 2021 - Epiphany (observed)
Liturgical Note: Sunday worship will observe the Feast of Epiphany, which always falls on January 6 (a fun
historical debate with the dating!). Epiphany comes from the Greek word meaning “manifestation” or
“striking appearance.” Christians worship the glory of God as it is made real in Jesus Christ.
Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6
1. The words “the glory of the Lord” in vv. 1, 2 are very important for Epiphany because God’s glory
proclaims that God is ‘live and in person’! The Hebrew words convey a sense of “heaviness,
weightiness” that is shown honor. The English word ‘authority’ partially captures this. Take for
example, the “striking weight” one feels getting pulled over by an officer. An officer is the “weight of
the law” with what he does (warning, ticket) because he is the law—face to face with you—and we honor
his judgment. Read Exodus 24:15-17; 33:11-23 to learn more about the glory of the Lord. (If you’re a
glutton for study, Ezekiel 9:9-10:22 discusses the glory of the Lord leaving the temple.)
2. Fancy schmancy word: theophany (Greek theo means god, and phaneia as in ‘epiphany’) means any time
God appears (usually with respect to Old Testament, but Jesus is also a theophany). People ‘seeing’
God and the glory of the Lord are intertwined because where God is, big changes to humans happen.
Can you think of some theophanies from the Old Testament? One is mentioned above in Ex. 33, but
others include: Genesis 3:18-19; Genesis 18; Genesis 32; Exodus 19; Daniel 3:16-28.
3. When people know God’s glory, what do they know? Isaiah 52:6.
4. How is God’s glory revealed to believers? Part of the answer is theophany, but chiefly, the answer is in
Hebrews 1:2. God uses others, too. Read Isaiah 52:7, Romans 10:13-15. What is their job? Read John
1:8.
5. What does God’s glory do for people? Read Isaiah 9:2 and 30:26, focusing on the last half of the verse
(26b). What are additional blessings? Read Isaiah 52:7-10.
Epistle: Ephesians 3:1-12
1. Paul preaches the mystery of God is ____________? Read Ephesians 1:9 and Colossians 2:2-3.
(Answer at bottom of page.)
2. The mystery of God also includes who knows and believes. What part of the mystery is Paul referring
to in Ephesians 3:6, 8, 9? What is the purpose, verse 10?
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
Luke 2:30-32, verses of Simeon’s song, capture the fullness of Epiphany.
1. In verse 30, what does Simeon proclaim? Who is he referring to?
2. In verse 31 there’s a little bit of a translation conundrum. ESV and RSV have “presence of all
peoples,” NIV has “sight of all peoples” and KJV has “face of all peoples.” We can make do with any
of those, because God’s salvation is for all. However, “face” is particularly neat because of its OT
connection. How has our relationship to God changed as a result of Jesus’ birth? Read Exodus 33:20
to find out.
3. Simeon says, “a light to reveal you to the nations.” Light and darkness are particularly pointed themes
in Scripture, for our life. See Psalm 27:1; 119:105; 119:130, Proverbs 6:23, and 1 John 1:5b. What
does light mean in the Old Testament lesson? Read again Isaiah 60:1. If the glory of the Lord is light
and God’s goodness and favor, what does light mean for sin? Read Micah 7:8, Ephesians 5:8-14, John
1:5, and 1 John 1:6, 9, 10. What does light give to people? Read John 1:4; 1 John 1:7; Psalm 80:3,
80:7, 80:19.
Answer to #1: the person and work of Christ Jesus.

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES AND EVENTS
Trinity is holding in-person worship services and on-site events. However, the COVID-19
pandemic requires several modifications to the way we meet for worship. Based on the most
recent orders from the City of Columbia, we are observing the following practices:
 If you are in the high-risk group as defined by the City of Columbia (65 or older or have an
underlying medical condition), you are encouraged not to attend services or events.
 If you have a cough, fever, shortness of breath, loss of taste or smell, or other COVID-19
symptoms, please do not attend.
 The most recent guidelines limit our occupancy to 100 people.

 We are following strict social distancing guidelines. Households are encouraged to sit
together, but groups must sit at least six feet from the nearest group, with vacant pews both
in front of and behind each occupied pew. Please follow all written and verbal instructions
given at the service.
 Worshipers must wear face masks when attending worship services.
Worshipers may, at their discretion, remove their face mask once in their
seats and at least six feet from the nearest group. Face masks must be worn
when arriving, leaving, or otherwise moving about the church. If you do not
own a face mask or forget to bring one, we will provide a mask for you.

 If you need to visit one of the pastors or the Church Office, you must wear a face mask. If
you have a meeting or other business at the church, the only time you may remove your
mask is if you are alone in a room. Masks should be removed if you are playing a sport or
other athletic activity.
 Worship services are held at regular times: 8:00 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday and 6:00 p.m. on Monday.
 The 8:00 a.m. worship service will be livestreamed at
www.facebook.com/trinitylutherancomo.
 Special worship services will be held at 4:30 p.m. on Communion Mondays with extra
safety measures. At these services, there is no singing and masks must be worn at all times.
 Communion will be offered at worship services as scheduled. Communion will also be
available at other advertised times and by appointment.
 Children’s Sunday School and Adult Sunday Bible Class meet in-person at 9:30 a.m. An
adult Bible study is also available online at www.facebook.com/trinitylutherancomo.
Fellowship Hour has been canceled until further notice.
 Meetings and events may be held on site. Social distancing guidelines
and all City of Columbia orders must be followed including rules for
wearing face masks and for food preparation and service. As with
worship services, high-risk and symptomatic persons are encouraged
not to attend events and meetings.

STEWARDSHIP & SCRIPTURE
Luke 2:39 – “And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord…”
The Law of God is good. Of course, it always shows us our sins, but that is good, too! We need
to be driven back to the forgiveness of Christ. And the Law also shows us
the truly blessed way to live. As Mary and Joseph found their joy in a godly
life, so should we see the Law as a guide for Christian living and the
roadmap for saying thank you to the Lord for all His grace and mercy to us.
Brought to you by LCMS Stewardship Ministry and
Trinity’s Board of Stewardship and Finance.

BIBLE QUIZ ANSWER
Matthew was a tax collector. See Matthew 9:9.

RADIO RESOURCES
The Lutheran Hour
The Lutheran Hour with Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler proclaims the salvation story of Jesus every
week to hundreds of thousands of listeners. The Lutheran Hour weekly half-hour program can
be heard on www.lhm.org, on their mobile app, or Sundays on several area radio stations:
8:00 a.m. on KMCV 89.9FM 8:00 a.m. on KLTE 107.9FM
9:00 a.m. on KMCR 103.9FM 10:00 a.m. on KMMO 1300AM
KFUO Lutheran Radio
Listen to Worldwide KFUO.org, your station for practical Lutheran talk, daily Bible and
Confession studies, daily worship, and current issues from a Lutheran worldview. Programs are
archived at KFUO.org for on-demand listening. You can also find our programming wherever
you get your podcasts!
Issues, Etc.: Christ-Centered, Cross-Focused
Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken
and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You can listen
on-demand at www.issuesetc.org and on the LPR mobile app.

AMAZON SMILE
Do you like to shop on amazon.com? Did you know that they will donate a portion of your
purchase to the charity of your choice? If you go to smile.amazon.com rather than
amazon.com, you can choose a charity for donations. There are thousands of charities you can
choose from including local nonprofits like Trinity, Voluntary Action Center, Love INC,
Mobility Worldwide, Boone County Animal Care, or the Food Bank of Central and Northeast
Mo. You can also select a national charity like
Lutherans for Life, LCMS, LWML, Mission
Central, or United Way.

COLLECTIONS FOR COMMUNITY MISSIONS
Thank you for your generous donations to our community missions.
Please continue to collect and donate the items listed below. You can place
them in the labeled bins inside the Christian Resource Center (brown
unit in the hallway). If you need assistance getting the items to Trinity or
have other suggestions for collections, please contact the Church Office.
Community Collection Items:
• Bibles • Best Choice UPCs • Tyson 1-2-3 Labels • Box Tops for Education •
• Soda & Soup Can Pop Tops • Eyeglasses & Hearing Aids you no longer use •
• Coupons with no expiration date • Food (nonperishable, no glass containers) •
• Canceled postage stamps including Forever stamps (No Love or Christmas) •
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