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Serving in God’s House Today 

5:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Preacher:   Rev. Brian Thieme 
Liturgist:   Rev. Joseph McCalley 
Elders:   John Frerking and Larry McCoig 
Organist:   Carolyn Holste 
Assistant Organist:  Matthew Frerking 

7:00 p.m. 
Music Director: Chris Kespohl 
Trumpeters:  Chris Farris and Bill Strozier 
Trombonists:  JoAnna Griffith and Todd Yatsook 
  



Order of Worship 

Bells’ Call to Worship 

Word of Welcome 

Organ Prelude 

Stand 

Opening Hymn LSB 379 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

 
Text and tune: Public domain  



Opening Versicles  

 P The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.  

 C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

 P On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 

 C We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son who came from 
the Father.  

 P For unto us a child is born, to us a Son is given.  

 C In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  

Collect of the Day  

 P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your 
only-begotten Son Jesus Christ. Grant what was we joyfully receive Him as 
our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to 
be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit,  

 C Amen.  

Introit                                                                           Ps. 24:1, 3-5; ant. Ps. 2:7 

 P I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” 
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 
 the world and those who dwell therein. 

 C Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
   And who shall stand in his holy place? 
 P He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
   who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear         

    deceitfully. 

 C He will receive blessing from the LORD 
   and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
 C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 



  as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 P I will tell of the decree: 
   The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” 

Sit 

Hymn            LSB 387 “Joy to the World”  

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-14 

P The Old Testament reading for the Eve of the Nativity of our Lord is from  
          Isaiah chapter 7. 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let 
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I 
will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

Epistle 1 John 4:7–16 

P The Epistle lesson is from 1 John, chapter 4.  
 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent 
his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides 
in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 



Hymn            LSB 380 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
  



Stand 

Holy Gospel Reading Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.  

C Glory be to You, O Lord.  
 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just 
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But 
as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not 
until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  



Sit 

Hymn  LSB 377 “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Sermon “The Sign and Spirit of Christmas” Isaiah 7:10-14; Matthew 1:18–25 

  



Hymn  LSB 368 “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Explanation of the Second Article of the Creed 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 
me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be 
His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 
lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 



Prayer 

Each petition will conclude with 
P  To us a Child if born, to us a Son is given: 
C  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace,    
         hear our prayer.  

Candlelight Ceremony  
Please wear your face mask until everyone’s candle in your pew is lit.  

The pastor will light the acolyte’s candle. The acolyte will in turn light the candle of the 
worshipper nearest the center aisle in each pew. That worshipper will pass the flame on to the 

others in the pew as each candle is lit from the one before. 

Please keep your lit candle upright to avoid dripping wax on the floor and yourself. 

Please keep your candle lit until you leave the sanctuary at the close of the worship service. 

 

P As the light of these candles illumines our faces, may it symbolize the light of 
Christ, seen in the Child lying in the manger at Bethlehem, on the face of the 
Savior suffering our death in the cross, and soon to be revealed again when He 
comes from His throne on high to be the Judge of all. He is our light here on 
earth and the eternal light who enlightens heaven, where there is no need of 
candle or sun. Rejoice on this night for the light of the world has come, the 
light who transforms us to shine with the brightness of His glory. 

 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and then cover its light. Instead they set the lamp on its 
stand, set up high, so that it lights everyone in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine in the world, that people may see your good world and give 
praise to your Father in heaven.  



Hymn LSB 363 “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth  
   as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 



 and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory  
   forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn LSB 365 “Away in a Manger” 

 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



Benediction 

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine on you  
        and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor 
       and T give you peace. 

 C Amen. 

Closing Hymn LSB 386 “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Organ Postlude 
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