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December 20 & 21, 2020
The chancel flowers this week are sponsored
to the glory of God by
Donald and Susan Malson.

This Week at Trinity:
Sunday 12/20:

8:00 a.m.—Worship Service w/Communion
(in-person and online)
9:10-9:30 a.m.—Communion in Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.—Adult and Child Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship Service w/Communion
12:30 p.m.—Assembly of Voters
3:00 p.m.—JCC
3:30 p.m.—Pickleball

Monday 12/21:

4:30 p.m.—Worship Service w/Communion
6:00 p.m.—Worship Service w/Communion

Wednesday 12/23:
5:00 p.m.—Pickleball

Thursday 12/24:

CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Worship Service
7:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Worship Service
(in-person and online)
11:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Worship Service
w/Communion

Friday 12/25:

CHRISTMAS DAY
OFFICES CLOSED
9:00 a.m.—Christmas Day Worship Service
w/Communion (in-person and online)

Sunday 12/27:

8:00 a.m.—Worship Service
(in-person and online)
9:30 a.m.—Adult and Child Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Worship Service
3:30 p.m.—Pickleball

A LIFE QUOTE FROM LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
“As we look forward to Christmas dinner and the celebration of our
Savior’s birth, let us remember that Christ’s coming into the world began
with an unexpected pregnancy. Mary of Nazareth was unmarried and
certainly had reason to be confused and afraid when she was asked to carry
the Son of God. But she courageously let God’s plan unfold for her and
her Child and brought our Savior into this world, despite her uncertain
circumstances.” Right to Life of Michigan

ASSEMBLY OF VOTERS
The Assembly of Voters will hold a regular meeting TODAY at 12:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. Items on the agenda will include the 2021 budget, the 2021 worship
schedule, and the election of board and officer candidates for 2021.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
The offering envelopes for 2021 are available for pickup in the
Narthex. If you would like to have your envelopes mailed to you this
year, please contact the Church Office, and we will gladly send
them. Please note that you will likely have a new number for 2021,
so in January please recycle or discard any envelopes from 2020.

BIBLE QUIZ QUESTION
What was the first city Joshua and the Israelites conquered after crossing
to the west side of the Jordan?
A) Jericho
B) Jerusalem C) Jezreel
D) Joppa
Browse the Trinity Weekly News to find the answer.

ATTENTION MEMBERS
Please check out the Christian Resource Center in the hallway for fun Christmas ideas!
-- Vesper Guild

THANK YOU
The Trinity Garden Club would like to say a special thank you to Helmi’s
Gardens for beautifully decorating the flower pots surrounding the Bell Tower.

Thank you to all who contributed to the beautification
of our sanctuary by purchasing poinsettias and
helping to decorate the church.
God’s Blessings! ~ The Altar Guild
Dan & Betty Buchheit
To the glory of God

Darren & Debbie Laupp
To the glory of God
Jim & Bonnie Lawler
In loving memory of
our parents
Linnea Lilja
To the glory of God

Charlie & Chris Cott
To the glory of God
Ken & Theresa Greer
To the glory of God
Rob & Melba Hall
To the glory of God
Warren & Karen Harms
and Family
In loving memory of
Michael Harms

Karen Niederjohn
To the glory of God
Rev. George & LaVonne
Rattelmuller
To the glory of God

Carol Squires
To the glory of God

Larry & Myra McCoig
To the glory of God
Travis & Jennifer McMillen
and Family
To the glory of God

Carolyn Trigg
To the glory of God
Bill & Phyllis White
In loving memory of
Rowena White

2020 HOLIDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
During the Advent and Christmas seasons, we will be having several special services. Since this
is 2020 and public health concerns may require us to alter our plans, these worship schedules
are subject to change. Because the socially distant capacity of the Sanctuary is limited, we will
offer overflow seating in the Fellowship Hall and/or the Gym on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. We hope you can join us!

Thursday December 24:
5:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Worship Service
7:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Worship Serviceⴕ
11:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Worship Service
Friday December 25:
9:00 a.m.—Christmas Day Worship Serviceⴕ
Thursday December 31:
12:00 p.m.—New Year’s Eve Worship Service
7:00 p.m.—New Year’s Eve Worship Service
ⴕ

This service will also be livestreamed on
www.facebook.com/trinitylutherancomo.

LECTIONARY LESSON
with Pastor McCalley
For December 27, 2020 - First Sunday after Christmas
Old Testament: Isaiah 61:10-62:3
1. Some of these verses sound familiar! We heard Isaiah 61:10-11 for Advent 3. In 61:10, “as a
bridegroom….adorns herself with jewels” is wedding imagery. Who is the bride Isaiah
prophecies, and how does this fit in to our New Testament time and Christian life? Read
Ephesians 5:22-23 and Revelation 21:2.
2. Read Isaiah 62:1. How often will God keep quiet about the salvation he has prepared? Read
vv. 6-7, too. How far-reaching will it be? Read Isaiah 61:11 and Galatians 3:28-29.
Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7
Throughout Galatians, St. Paul hammers home that salvation is a gift of God and not something
earned by works of the law. It strongly teaches Lutheran doctrine.
1. Multi-part history question. (Sorry!) “But when the fullness of time had come...” (Gal. 4:4-5) is
loaded with history!
A) What events, one in 701 BC and another in 586 BC would have meant Jewish
communities were at the time of Jesus scattered throughout the Mediterranean world? Read
2 Kings 17:5-13, 19-23; 2 Kings 25; 2 Chronicles 36:17-23.
B) What was the common language spoken as a result of Alexander the Great’s conquests (300
years before Jesus’ birth), allowing for the gospel to go forth quickly to far away lands? We
can also answer this question another way: in what language was the New Testament
written?
C) The Pax Romana (Roman Peace), meant people like St. Paul, could travel within the Roman
Empire easily and safely. God would use the stability and strength of the Roman Empire to
spread the Gospel.
2. Paul speaks of the Son redeeming those “born under the law.” Who could this be? Read
Deuteronomy 27:9-10; who is the Moses addressing? (Jeremiah 11:2-8 also for brownie points)
What about Romans 3:9-12, 3:19, 20, 23; who is St. Paul addressing?
3. Being under the law, we are cursed and lost. (Deuteronomy 27:11-26 for extra homework). To
redeem, means to “buy back” from captivity in slavery, or being “as good as lost.” What is the
redemption price for those cursed? Read Galatians 3:13 and 1 Peter 1:18-20. Thinking ahead
to life eternal, read Revelation 22:3-4. What has been undone by the lamb for those who
believe?
Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
1. The text is the Purification of Jesus, and Joseph and Mary followed the law of Moses. What
was the purpose of purification? Read Leviticus 12.
2. Simeon’s song (vv.29-32) is a song of thanksgiving that he had seen the Savior before he death.
(v.26). When do we sing Simeon’s Song in our worship? Why is it fitting for Christians today
to sing these words?
3. The prophetess Anna was very devout in serving God after the death of her husband. There
are other examples of faithful widows that we can learn from: Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-24).
There are only a handful of prophetesses in the Bible, and generally speaking, only a little is
known. Page 389 in Lutheran Study Bible presents a thorough overview.

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES AND EVENTS
Trinity is holding in-person worship services and on-site events. However, the COVID-19
pandemic requires several modifications to the way we meet for worship. Based on the most
recent orders from the City of Columbia, we are observing the following practices:
 If you are in the high-risk group as defined by the City of Columbia (65 or older or have an
underlying medical condition), you are encouraged not to attend services or events.
 If you have a cough, fever, shortness of breath, loss of taste or smell, or other COVID-19
symptoms, please do not attend.
 The most recent guidelines limit our occupancy to 100 people.

 We are following strict social distancing guidelines. Households are encouraged to sit
together, but groups must sit at least six feet from the nearest group, with vacant pews both
in front of and behind each occupied pew. Please follow all written and verbal instructions
given at the service.
 Worshipers must wear face masks when attending worship services.
Worshipers may, at their discretion, remove their face mask once in their
seats and at least six feet from the nearest group. Face masks must be worn
when arriving, leaving, or otherwise moving about the church. If you do not
own a face mask or forget to bring one, we will provide a mask for you.

 If you need to visit one of the pastors or the Church Office, you must wear a face mask. If
you have a meeting or other business at the church, the only time you may remove your
mask is if you are alone in a room. Masks should be removed if you are playing a sport or
other athletic activity.
 Worship services are held at regular times: 8:00 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday and 6:00 p.m. on Monday.
 The 8:00 a.m. worship service will be livestreamed at
www.facebook.com/trinitylutherancomo.
 Special worship services will be held at 4:30 p.m. on Communion Mondays with extra
safety measures. At these services, there is no singing and masks must be worn at all times.
 Communion will be offered at worship services as scheduled. Communion will also be
available at other advertised times and by appointment.
 Children’s Sunday School and Adult Sunday Bible Class meet in-person at 9:30 a.m. An
adult Bible study is also available online at www.facebook.com/trinitylutherancomo.
Fellowship Hour has been canceled through the end of the year.
 Meetings and events may be held on site. Social distancing guidelines
and all City of Columbia orders must be followed including rules for
wearing face masks and for food preparation and service. As with
worship services, high-risk and symptomatic persons are encouraged
not to attend events and meetings.

STEWARDSHIP & SCRIPTURE
2 Samuel 7:4 – “But that same night the word of the LORD came to
Nathan. . .” Nathan thought David’s idea was great, so he blessed it with
the Lord’s name. But, later that night, the Word of the Lord set him
straight. The Word of the Lord must be the basis for what we think, say, and
do in God’s Kingdom – not our own desires or whims.
Brought to you by LCMS Stewardship Ministry and
Trinity’s Board of Stewardship and Finance.

BIBLE QUIZ ANSWER
See Joshua chapters 2-6 for the account of the Israelites crossing the Jordan
River into Canaan and the destruction of Jericho. (Hopefully you didn’t have
to think too hard to come up with the answer to this question.)

LFCS SEASON OF HOPE TREE
Lutheran Family and Children’s Services of Mid-Missouri is grateful to
be working again with Trinity and the Trinity Lutheran Child Learning
Center. Your support of LFCS allows children right here in our
community to find safe and loving homes, devoted families, and
essential services to become empowered for a better tomorrow. There
has been an increase in the individuals and families requesting LCFS’s
Christ-centered services in Columbia in 2020, so we are especially
thankful for the opportunity to share our ministry with you this year.
The LFCS families are in need of many necessities for infants and
children. The items we are hoping to have donated include diapers,
pull-ups, wipes, bottles, bottle brushes, teething rings, baby shampoo, baby wash, pajamas, and
over-the-counter children’s medicines. There is a tree in the Narthex for church members who
would like to contribute. Simply take a tag from the tree, purchase the item on the tag, and
place the item and tag under the tree. Thank you in advance for
your thoughtful kindness. May you and your family have a blessed
Advent and Christmas season!
--Myra McCoig, LFCS Advisory Board member for TLC

LIFE TEAM UPDATE
The Life Team would like to invite everyone to attend Sunday School on
January 24, 2021 to hear Delores Desemone speak about her family’s
adoption stories. She and her husband Bob have adopted five children and
look at adoption as a ministry. Please come and hear this life-affirming story
as we celebrate Life Sunday 2021.
The Lord’s richest blessings be on you and your families this Advent and
Christmas season! --The Life Team

COLLECTIONS FOR COMMUNITY MISSIONS
Thank you for your generous donations to our community missions.
Please continue to collect and donate the items listed below. You can
place them in the labeled bins inside the Christian Resource Center
(brown unit in the hallway). If you need assistance getting the items to
Trinity or have other suggestions for collections, please contact the Church Office.
Community Collection Items:
• Bibles • Best Choice UPCs • Tyson 1-2-3 Labels • Box Tops for Education •
• Soda & Soup Can Pop Tops • Eyeglasses & Hearing Aids you no longer use •
• Coupons with no expiration date • Food (nonperishable, no glass containers) •
• Canceled postage stamps including Forever stamps (No Love or Christmas) •

