
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

Knowing Christ’s Love … Seeking His Will … Spreading His Word 

  



 

 

Warm greetings to you, dear worshipper, in the name of our 
Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  May the blessings of His 

presence and His peace be with you throughout this week. 
  
Guests: If you are a guest worshiping with us today, we are honored to have you 
join us in receiving the rich blessings that our Lord supplies to us through the gift 
of His holy Word.  We invite you to return and worship with us again as the 
opportunity arises. 

 
Children: Parents and their children are welcome to sit in the front of the church so 
that the children can see and hear the service clearly. The Family Room in the Narthex 
may be used by anyone who prefers or needs a more private setting. 

 

Prayer Requests: If you have an intercession to add to our weekly prayers at church 
or to our daily Prayer Chain, please contact the Church Office or fill out one of the 
prayer request cards located in your pew and place it in the offering collection box. 

 
Publications: We invite you to read our Trinity Weekly News and visit our bulletin 
boards for info about church activities. Publications including our monthly 
newsletter are available from the information stand in the Narthex and at various 
locations in the hallway. 

 
Accessibility: There is a lift (slow-moving elevator) located just outside the sanctuary 
overflow area for those who prefer not to take the stairs to the lower level.  Ushers 
and many church members can assist with the operation of the lift.  

 
Audio Assistance: We provide hearing-assist and closed captioning devices for the 
hearing impaired.  If you would like to try these devices to see if they will enhance 
your worship experience, they are located in the Narthex. Audio and DVD recordings 
of the weekly service will be available from the Church Office later in the week. 

    

Serving in God’s House Today: 

 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 
Elder: David Attebery  Ron Barrett 
Liturgist: Rev. Joseph McCalley Rev. Joseph McCalley 
Organist: Joanna McDowell Joanna McDowell 
Preacher: Rev. Brian Thieme Rev. Brian Thieme 

  



 

 

Order of Worship -- Divine Service I 

Bells’ Call to Worship 

Word of Welcome 

Organ Prelude 

Opening Hymn  LSB 423 “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

  



 

 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we 
may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 18. 

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the 
father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 
my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person 
turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the 
injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away 
from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save 
his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he 
had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, 
‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not 
your ways that are not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 
declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity 
be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, 
and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so 
turn, and live.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Epistle Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 

A The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 2. 

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of 
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do 
nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. . . . 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to 
the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in 
vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 
sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you 
also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse  

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23–27 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you 
one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From 
heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, 



 

 

‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we 
say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 
prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 

Sermon Hymn:  LSB 655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Children's Message 

Sermon Hymn:  LSB 655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



 

 

Sermon: “The Fathers Have Eaten Sour Grapes” Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
Stand 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

  



 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 



 

 

Closing Hymn:  LSB 920 “Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go” 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1969, 1987 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003314 
Tune: Public domain 
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