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Places of Worship
Please refer to the Overview for Business Guidelines for General Protective 
Measures that every business must follow. 
Specific Measures for your business are below:
• Follow the Guidelines for All Businesses.
• Conduct online worship services. 
• There are many ways a remote service can be done, please click on each link below to find out 

more:
• Zoom
• Facebook Live
• YouTube
• Radio
• Telephone

• If you choose to do in-person services, host multiple worship services, to abide by the capacity 
limitations of the most recent Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services’ Health 
Order. 

• Encourage individuals over the age of 60 and individuals with underlying health conditions to  
continue attending remote services. Even as restrictions for businesses loosen, Public Health  
recommends all vulnerable people to stay home to the greatest extent possible.  

• Encourage members to sign up for specific worship services to ensure social distancing is  
obtained and the most recent Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services’ Health 
Order is being followed.

• Social distancing should be obtained at all times. If individuals are from the same household, they 
may sit together. Otherwise, individuals should remain 6 feet apart. Space seating to every other 
row. 

• Signs should be posted on the doors of the entrance that states individuals who have a fever or 
other symptoms of COVID-19 should not enter and individuals should not shake hands or hug. 

• Encourage greeters to stand at each door to hold them open for individuals entering and exiting 
the building.

• Bulletins should not be passed out. Announcements can be posted online, projected on the screen 
during service, or announced during service.

• Offering plates/buckets shall not be passed during worship services. Here’s how you can accept 
tithes/donations: 
• Encourage members to donate/tithe at a designated box set up at the entrances. 
• Set up a link on your organization’s website so people can donate online. Other online options 

include: Tithely, Cash App, PayPal, Zelle, and Venmo. 
• Provide people with your organization’s mailing address so they can send in their donations 

through the mail.

45

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
https://www.facebook.com/help/1636872026560015
https://support.google.com/youtube/topic/9257891?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI96nmsufU6AIVev_jBx3FfAA-EAAYASAAEgIuNfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.audiofetch.com/church-parking-lot-services/
https://phonelivestreaming.com/
https://www.como.gov/wp-content/uploads/How-to-Greet-Other-Without-Physical-Contact.pdf
https://www.como.gov/wp-content/uploads/Do-Not-Enter-Flyer.pdf
https://tithe.ly/admin-account?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9uygsfrW6AIVjMDACh0tHwMtEAAYASAAEgI7W_D_BwE
https://cash.app/
https://www.paypal.com/us/webapps/mpp/sem/account-selection-signup?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrJjFp73X6AIVjsDACh0mWg1gEAAYASAAEgL5M_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.zellepay.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIiMKVs73X6AIVCtvACh0QBAdEEAAYASAAEgLfk_D_BwE
https://venmo.com/?gclsrc=aw.ds&


Places of Worship
• Coffee stations should not be open for use. 
• Any food served should follow Restaurant Guidelines. No self-service.  
• Equipment should not be shared (i.e., microphones). 
• Remove books and other items from pews.
• If your organization offers communion, it is recommended to use prepackaged communion cups. 

These cups should be placed at each seat before individuals enter into the building for service. If 
this is not possible, have a set number of people distributing communion. Communion distributors 
should use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer and/or put on gloves prior to distributing communion. 
Communion distributors can use empty rows to distribute communion. Avoid shared wineglasses 
and loaves of bread. Encourage members to receive communion with clean, disinfected hands.  

• Individuals should be dismissed in an orderly fashion to ensure social distancing is upheld. There 
should be no congregating in the foyers.

• Clean and disinfect your building after each service. It is encouraged to disinfect pews, bathrooms, 
doorknobs, light switches, and microphones. 
• Pay attention to the children’s areas. It is encouraged to remove everything nonessential from 

the room to limit surfaces for potential contamination and do a thorough cleaning in between 
uses.

• If your organization decides to have religious education classes, and/or small groups, make sure 
you’re communicating if and when these classes will resume. Groups must maintain social   
distancing standards. Groups of children should follow Childcare Guidelines.
• If you do have religious education classes, please know you should clean the doorknobs, 

water fountains, and other high traffic areas in between uses.
• Consider not opening childcare until school resumes.

• If your organization decides to open childcare, follow Childcare Guidelines.
• Limit leaders in the children’s areas to those who do not have preexisting conditions. Also limit 

leaders to those under 60 years old. 
• Have extra volunteers to help provide childcare where some children may suffer from   

separation anxiety after only being with parents for a long time. 
• Have only one person handle child check-in stations and do not pass the check-in device, if 

applicable. 
• Do not let parents into the childcare area, instead have them drop the child/children off at the 

welcome desk.
• Have a checklist of what’s been cleaned and when in each room. 
• Develop a list of procedures for your volunteers. Train them on this list through Zoom or other 

online meeting resources prior to the childcare session.
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Additional Resources for Businesses
• Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfecting When Reopening Your Business:
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html

• For disinfecting especially after a suspected case in the office environment: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html 

• Guidance specific to small businesses: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/
guidance-small-business.html  

• Missouri’s PPE Marketplace: https://ded.mo.gov/

• CDC Interim Guidance for Businesses: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/
guidance-business-response.html

• CDC General Business Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
community/general-business-faq.html

• CDC Cloth Face Coverings: Questions and Answers: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html

• CDC Use of Cloth Face Coverings to Help Slow the Spread of COVID-19: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html

• Face Mask Guidance: https://www.chesco.org/4458/Coronavirus-COVID-19-Face-Mask-Guidance

48

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-small-business.html  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-small-business.html  
https://ded.mo.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/general-business-faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/general-business-faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.chesco.org/4458/Coronavirus-COVID-19-Face-Mask-Guidance

