
   December, 2021  

Tidings 

 

 
 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. Isaiah 9:6 
 

Christmas is not about evacuation from this world into some mythic sphere of im-

agination and fantasy with Santa Claus and the reindeer. It is not about our ascent 

to God by good will toward men, but God’s descending to us. From heaven 

above, as Luther’s hymn puts it, God comes to us. He comes not as an awesome 

deity with a majestic presence that terrifies but with mercy nestled down in a man-

ger. This God is not our enemy, but our Brother.  
 

As our Brother, Jesus comes to save. The wood of the manger and the cross are the 

same. In His flesh and blood, Jesus absorbs our sin and suffers and dies on the cross 

for us. Jesus is Immanuel, God with us, in our sin and shame at Calvary. The first Christmas sermon was 

given by the heavenly hosts who proclaimed the glad news of Jesus’ birth to Bethlehem’s shepherds, God 

shows His favor to human beings in the sending of His Son.  
 

Luther cuts to the chase, reminding us of what we have been taught. The baby of 

Bethlehem and the man of Calvary is God’s Son. He came into the flesh to destroy 

the works of the devil. Our comfort is in the creed’s confession that God became 

man to suffer and die for sinners. We have a Savior who nurses at Mary’s breasts 

and hangs on a cross, bruised and bloody. He holds on to us even when it appears 

that we can no longer find the strength to hold on to Him. Faith may be weak and 

wobbly, but Christ is strong and sure. 
 

During the upcoming Advent and Christmas seasons do not be tempted to forget the reason for the sea-

son. It is not the food. It is not the parties. It is not the gifts or yule tide spirit. The reason for our joy and 

celebration is that; “for to us a child is born, to us a son is given”. Christ makes Himself to be a friend of 

sinners, joining Himself to us in our weakness and misery. This is the conviction that the Lutheran hymn-

writer, Paul Gerhardt, would echo in his Christmas hymn, “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is” (372 LSB): 
 

Thou Christian heart, whoe’er thou art, Be of good cheer and let no sorrow move thee! 
For God’s own Child, In mercy mild, joins thee to Him; How greatly God must love thee! (stanza 4) 

 

May God’s incarnate gift of Jesus bless you with true comfort and joy this Advent and Christmas season. 

God bless and have a Merry Christmas.  
  

Pastor Adams      

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

From the Pastor’s Desk…     

Douglas Adams—Pastor 
Mike Shembarger—Principal 



From the Principal’s Desk...   
 
As we head into the December Christmas season it seems a lot of things 

are out of control in our culture, our schools, the business community etc. 

The continued effects of Covid 19 and economic changes are causing many 

challenges to us all. It has been difficult to get orders to the school and we 

have continually had to battle the virus while being as diligent as possible 

in following health protocols. 

 

Recently, we were forced to close the building two days prior to our 

Thanksgiving Break. It is important to note that we have not had lots of 

cases of Covid and there has not been a big problem with the virus spread-

ing throughout the school. The dates we recently closed happened due to “direct exposure” with a ma-

jority of our kids being affected by staff, not other students. Since the Covid Pandemic hit the area in 

March of 2020, we have had two students “in school” who have tested positive. That was recently in 

early November.  We have been blessed to stay in “live teaching” sessions for over a year with few in-

terruptions. It is important to get out accurate information so gossip and misinformation is reduced. I 

do not want the community to think we have had some major “breakout” when we have not. Contin-

ue to pray for the kids and staff as we work each day to keep our kids as safe as possible. 

 

With the challenges we face as a school, church, and nation, it is great to know that we have a Savior 

who we can lean on for all things. Christmas marks the birth of a Person who changed the world and 

the lives of us all. Regardless of the current challenges, this month signifies the birth of Christ and is a 

time to celebrate His legacy! Our faith gives us all an advantage to get through difficult times and we 

should not allow this month to go unrecognized in its importance to our beliefs. Without His birth, we 

would have no everlasting hope, but with His death, we are assured of a place in heaven forever.  

 

Let’s all pray and celebrate the importance of this month and event as never before. Let’s not let the 

world’s challenges get us off track in our minds and hearts. Let’s praise God for the blessings He has giv-

en us in this school ministry. Let’s thank Him and have hope that whatever challenges we face in the 

church, school, or world, that “His will” will carry us through. Continue to pray for this ministry, and 

thank you for your support.  

 

Have a blessed Christmas! 
 

Mike Shembarger 
Principal 

 



A Note from the Elders 
 
Coming to Church in my Tattered Rags 
 

Remember the Christmas specials from a few years back?  I know this must 
sound corny, but I really liked “The Little Drummer Boy”.  It told the story of 
a vagabond little boy, dressed in tattered rags, making his way to Jerusalem.  
Along the way, he was cheated & tricked, and treated very badly...and his 
heart became clouded with anger and resentment.   
 

He met some Wise Man and Shepherds who were following a star...and he de-
cided to follow it too.  As he arrived at the manger, his pet lamb was run over 
by a Roman chariot, and he lost all hope.   
 

The Wisemen at the manger offered their fine gifts to the Baby Jesus, but the little boy in tattered rags had noth-
ing to offer but a beat-up old drum.  Still, someone said to play for the Baby, and as he did, the Baby smiled upon 
him...the Drummer Boy felt his anger and resentment leave him...his pet lamb was healed, and he was changed 
forever.   
 

I don’t know if this legend is true, or merely the product of a great songwriter… but for me, the part that is abso-
lutely true is, that in reality, I have nothing to offer Jesus.  What can I bring?  Just my tattered rags...I arrive in 
my sin, filled with anger and resentment, empty of hope.  But in contemplating Advent and the arrival of God’s 
own Son, I am transformed- and I feel my anger and resentment leave...and hope return!   
 

For you and your family, the Elders & Leadership of Trinity pray that you also be transformed by the Advent of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  May the cares of this world leave us, and be replaced with God’s brightest hope and 
assurance.   
 

 Tim Krieger 313-2545 Don Zandarski  921-1761 Dan Knuth  876-7434 
 Jeremy Priest 357-3987      Steve Schlutt   449-8827        Steve Jackson 208-6090 



 REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
 

The following is a list of our shut-ins and those currently unable to come to church.  If you 
would like to write them a note or drop a card in the mail, they will enjoy and appreciate your 
thoughtfulness.  If there is a name you think is missing from the list, please contact the office or 
Pastor Adams. 
 
 

  
 Donna Marschke   Wilma Marschke   Norma Stover 
 2277 E. Linco Road   5292 Long Lake Road   114 N. Kimmel Street 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 
 Nancy Whetstone   Macina Hoge    Marilyn Lentz  
 Parkside Village   4762 Derby Circle   Golden Age Manor 
 730 N. Spring Road Room 198 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  4167 N. Roosevelt Road 
 Westerville, OH  43082       Stevensville, MI  49127 
 
 Jean Koebel    Martha Wray    Barb Radewald 
 1699 E. John Beers Road  11427 M-140    1117 Broad Street Apt. 6D 
 St. Joseph, MI  49085   Niles, MI  49120   St. Joseph, MI  49085 
 
 Elaine Hoover   Karen Koebel    Marlene Mitchell 
 9300 M– 140    111 Lexington Point Dr. #1  13028 Burgoyne Road 
 Berrien Center, MI  49102  Niles, MI  49120   Buchanan, MI  49107 
 
 Alverda Rudlaff   John & Kate Hebner    
 5743 Orchard Drive   5807 Daniel Boone Trail   
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103   



December Birthdays  

& Anniversaries 

03—Marilyn Lentz 
05—Terri Albers 
06—Emily Gaines 
        Jacob Gaines 
        Caleb Horton 
07—Cassondra Kennedy 
        Audrey Wedde 
        James Wedde 
08—Mike Horton 
        Ron Marschke 
09—Wyatt Kelley 
        Leslie Michael 
10—Stacy White 

13—Larry Lohraff 
        Bill Robison Jr. 
14—Ken Pelan 
15—Tanner Jackson 
        Norma Stover 
16—Pat Schmaltz 
        Mara Vergon 
17—Barb Priest 
        David Wedde 
19—Nancy Whetstone 
21—Danny & Sonya Schultz 
22—Brayden Parrish 
23—Emily Marske 

Memorials & Special Gifts 
Through November 19, 2021 

• Shirley Hildebrand 
...in memory of Barb Quiriconi 

27—Owen Kerlikowske 
        Sandy Stephens 
28—Alice Spitzer 
        Gabe Wozniak 
29—Beth Wedde 
30—Aidan Jackson 
31—Tanner Albers 
        Rod Foster 
        Tami Nelson 
        Sara Tumbleson 

Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

∗ Wednesday, December 1—Vespers Prayer Service at 7pm 

∗ Sunday, December 5—Worship at 9:15am 

∗ Wednesday, December 8—Vespers Prayer Service at 7pm 

∗ Sunday, December 12—Worship at 9:15am 

∗ Wednesday, December 15—TLS Christmas Program at 7pm 

∗ Sunday, December 19—Worship at 9:15am 

∗ Wednesday, December 22—Vespers Prayer Service at 7pm 

∗ Friday, December 24—Christmas Eve Worship at 4:30 & 7pm 

∗ Saturday, December 25—Christmas Day Worship at 10am 

∗ Sunday, December 26—Worship at 9:15am (No Bible Class) 

∗ Wednesday, December 29—No Worship Service 



 
 

TLS Gym Rental 
7-10pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

7pm Vespers 
Prayer Service 

TLS Downtown 
Christmas  
Program 

 
 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

9:15am Worship 
10:30am Adult 
Bible Class &  
Youth Groups 
 
 
 
 
9am-Noon  

Blood Drive 

 

9:15am Worship 
10:30am Adult 
Bible Class & 
Youth Groups 

 
 
 

 

 
9:15am Worship 
10:30am Adult 
Bible Class & 
Youth Groups 

 
9:15am Worship 

 
No Bible Class 

or Youth Groups 
 
 

7pm Elder 
Meeting 

 

10:30am 
Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

4pm Ladies Aid 
Meeting 

 

6:30pm Christian 
School Board 

Meeting 
 

7pm Trustee Mtg 

 
10:30am 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

 
10:30am 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 

7pm Vespers 
Prayer Service 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 

7pm TLS  
Christmas  
Program 

10:30am 
Men’s Bible 

Study 
 

Office Closed 
 

7pm Vespers 
Prayer Service 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

 
4:30 & 7pm 

Christmas Eve  
Worship Service 

 
Office Closed 

 

TLS—Santa’s 
Workshop 

 

 
Fellowship Hall 

Rental  
6:30-10:30pm 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Break—No School 

 
10:30am 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 

10:30am 
Men’s Bible 

Study 
 

Office Closed 
 

No Worship  
Service 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

Christmas Break—No School 

TLS Classroom 
Christmas  

Parties 

Tidings Articles 
Due by noon 

 
Trustee Workday 

 
Fellowship Hall 
Rental 3-9pm 

 
 
 

 
10am 

Christmas Day  
Worship Service 

 
Office Closed 

Office Closed 



Service Person for  

December— 
 

 

Ma�hew & Jesse Alcaraz 
4654 Sara Road 
Valdosta, GA  31605 

 

 Please consider sending Ma�hew & Jesse a 
note of  encouragement during this month. 

Articles and Calendar  

dates for the January  

Tidings are due by  

December 17, 2021 at noon. 

A ltar Guild News 
 

It has once again become “that time of the year”.  We see decorations popping 
up in homes and offices.  Christmas decorations started creeping into the 
stores and businesses beginning before Halloween.  Even the Hallmark chan-
nel started playing all Christmas movies all the time beginning October 22.   

 
Our celebration here at Trinity will begin with the first Sunday in Advent, Novem-
ber 28, as we decorate the sanctuary and Gathering Place.  Remember to bring an 
ornament with you to decorate the Christmas Tree in the Gathering Place.  It can 
be one ornament per family or if each member of the family wants to bring in one, 
that’s fine too.  
 
Let’s celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior with a new tradition. 
 
 

Julie Schlutt 
Altar Guild Director 
269-325-8827 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School 
9123 George Avenue 
Berrien Springs, MI  49103 

Phone:  269-473-1811 
Fax:  269-471-7013 
Email:  churchoffice@trinityberrien.org 
Website:  www.trinityberrien.org 

Matthew 24:14a 
“This Gospel of the kingdom shall be 

preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all the nations.” 


