
     November, 2021  

Tidings 
 

 
 

Dirty Dishes 
 

Growing up my siblings and I had to do the dishes after supper. We did not 

own a dish washer so every night we took turns washing and drying the dishes 

by hand. We hated doing the dishes. We wanted to be outside playing with 

our friends. We would even rather be doing homework then washing the dish-

es. That tells you how much we dislike doing the dishes.  

 

This feeling about dirty dishes stayed with me for years until, in high school, 

my youth group volunteered at a local soup kitchen. It was a rough year Down-

river. Many people had been laid off from the Big Three. That night we served 

a simple meal of soup and sandwiches to hundreds of people. Whole families were there that night getting a warm 

meal and some food to take home for the week. And you guessed it, I was given the task of washing dishes.  

 

That night the Lord taught me to be thankful for dirty dishes. Watching those families getting something to eat 

taught me that dirty dishes are the sign that we have had something to eat. That God had heard our prayers and giv-

en us our daily bread. As a child, I only looked at the dirty dishes as a chore. As a child, dirty dishes were something 

my parents made me do because they wanted to keep me from having fun. In my selfish mind, all I saw after supper 

was a curse of more things to do, never a pile of blessings from the hand of God.  

 

During November we will, as a nation, get ready to celebrate Thanksgiving. We will go get the turkey, the potatoes, 

the stuffing, the cornbread, the green bean casserole, the pies, and all the rest of the fixings. We will gather with 

family and friends for a wonderful meal and maybe even a football game before we take a nap.  

 

Yet, as a Christian church, we also use this day to remember and thank the Lord for all that He has given us this 

year. For God has blessed Trinity and our families with so many good things. Not only has He provided our daily 

bread, but God has given us the bread of heaven, Jesus. During Covid we have learned that our richest blessings are 

faith and family.  

 

Trinity family, I pray that the Lord will continue to provide all that we need for our bodies and souls. That our con-

gregation will continue to grow in our faith toward God and in our love for one another. That 

we will take time to thank the Lord God for our family and our faith. And yes, at the end of 

each meal, even thank Him for the dirty dishes as a sign of His Fatherly love for each of us. 

  

Have a Happy and blessed Thanksgiving! 

     ~Pastor Adams  

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

From the Pastor’s Desk…     

Douglas Adams—Pastor 
Mike Shembarger—Principal 



From the Principal’s Desk...   
 

 
As we prepare for November the Christian School Board and staff are busy    
updating our long term school improvement plan. We have made great progress 
with our original plan and it is now time to prepare for new challenges. The   
trustees, teaching staff, school and church office, daycare, preschool and     
Christian School Board are all involved in setting goals for their specific area    
of leadership. The Christian School Board has just voted on adopting the new 
plan and it is now time for implementation. 
 
One of the areas we are focusing on is marketing and improved communication. 
The Christian School Board has spent significant money this fall in marketing 
our school program.  We have included multiple formats of social media, news-
papers and radio to get the message out to the public. We have worked closely 
with a local radio/communication business to assist us in this journey. It is a 
small part of our overall improvement effort but an important aspect. 
 
Additionally, our 7th & 8th grade T-Tech Class has also been part of our campaign to communicate. They are 
busy learning how to take quality pictures and videos, how to work together as a team, how to work together   
for a common goal (company production) and how each section of a business works to create a final product 
consistent with their mission. This class has already started to produce videos, organize pictures and will also   
be updating our Instagram, Website and Facebook accounts. They are quickly turning into the best “production 
class” ever. They will be working each week to produce a product for all of you to enjoy.  
 
Below is a picture of this year’s T-Tech class: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mike Shembarger 
Principal 

 



A Note from the Elders 
 
 A Tale of Five Churches (which one do you belong to?) 
 
A few months back Trinity’s leadership made the decision to combine Sunday morning worship services into 
one Sunday Worship service.  Since that time we’ve heard quite a bit of feedback, and we are always interested 
in hearing your feedback.  Why did we combine the services?  Was it to save on the light bill?  Was it to make 
Pastor’s job easier?  Was it to move towards traditional or contemporary worship styles?  The answer is none of 
the above.  We did it for UNITY.   
 
Unity?  Whaddya’ mean?  We’re united, uh…  aren’t we?    I AM a member, right?   
 
But WHICH Trinity do you belong to?   
 
Church 1:  Trinity 8am Traditional 
Church 2:  Trinity 10:30am Semi-Contemporary 
Church 3:  Trinity Wednesday 7pm Informal 
Church 4:  Trinity Lutheran School K-8 (wait, what?) 
Church 5:  Trinity Voters Meeting Church (only meets quarterly—
some only attend this church) 
 
Candidly, we have some in our church body that are so attached to one or more of these listed and are so set on 
that particular purpose that they don’t often participate in anything else.  Maybe you’re only involved in voters 
meetings or you’re involved at the school (bless you and thank you)…  but if you don’t attend worship on a reg-
ular basis you are not receiving the full blessings the Lord has for you and your family.  Don’t get me wrong-  all 
of these “churches” are part of Trinity and have their place, but what’s most important is being active in attend-
ing worship, active in receiving the Lord’s Supper, and active in connecting with the full membership of Trin-
ity.   It’s where everything begins for your faith—the foundation for everything else.   
 
Are we doing all we can to become a more unified church, to grow in our faith, share the good news of salvation, 
and provide regular worship for our children and families?  This is a question each member must ask of them-
selves, and parents must ask for their family.  You can only answer with your feet.   
 
We ARE one church.  We ARE one body.  We encourage each member (non-members too) to join us regularly 
in worship on Sunday or Wednesday, including Bible class.  Our future, our growth, our ability to advance the 
Gospel and grow together as church and school depend on your answer.   We hope to see you this Sunday or 
Wednesday.   

Board of Elders 
 

 Tim Krieger 313-2545 Don Zandarski  921-1761 Dan Knuth  876-7434 
 Jeremy Priest 357-3987      Steve Schlutt   449-8827        Steve Jackson 208-6090 



 REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
 

The following is a list of our shut-ins and those currently unable to come to church.  If you 
would like to write them a note or drop a card in the mail, they will enjoy and appreciate your 
thoughtfulness.  If there is a name you think is missing from the list, please contact the office or 
Pastor Adams. 
 
 

  
 Donna Marschke   Wilma Marschke   Norma Stover 
 2277 E. Linco Road   5292 Long Lake Road   114 N. Kimmel Street 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 
 Nancy Whetstone   Macina Hoge    Marilyn Lentz  
 Parkside Village   4762 Derby Circle   Golden Age Manor 
 730 N. Spring Road Room 198 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  4167 N. Roosevelt Road 
 Westerville, OH  43082       Stevensville, MI  49127 
 
 Jean Koebel    Martha Wray    Barb Radewald 
 1699 E. John Beers Road  11427 M-140    1117 Broad Street Apt. 6D 
 St. Joseph, MI  49085   Niles, MI  49120   St. Joseph, MI  49085 
 
 Elaine Hoover   Karen Koebel    Marlene Mitchell 
 9300 M– 140    111 Lexington Point Dr. #1  13028 Burgoyne Road 
 Berrien Center, MI  49102  Niles, MI  49120   Buchanan, MI  49107 
 
 Alverda Rudlaff   John & Kate Hebner    
 5743 Orchard Drive   5807 Daniel Boone Trail   
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103   

Please feel free to contact the office with any of 
the following questions or 
concerns regarding: 

 

∗ Baptism 
∗ Prayer Requests 
∗ Hospitalizations 
∗ Need to reach Pastor 
∗ Know someone in need or ill 
 

The church office can be reached at 471-7013. 



November Birthdays  

& Anniversaries 

01—Bradley Newman 
03—Kathleen Marske 
04—Doug Forraht 
        Melissa Marske 
        Kelsey Wagner 
05—Amanda Forraht 
        Emily Forraht 
06—Elaine Hoover 
        John & Kathy Jasper 
07—Delores Hildebrand 
08—Steve & Peggy Reitz 
09—Richard Schmaltz 

11—Brantley Howard 
        Bill & Sue Knuth 
13—Fayth Ann Cowart 
15—Rich Albers 
        Jesse Alcaraz 
16—Carson Keigley 
17—Eryk Cowart 
19—Matt Wedde 
        Steve Wedde 
21—Julie Hardy 
        Dennis Holmes 
        Julie Larson 

22—Karen Koebel 
        Brooklyn Parrish 
23—Joanne Aldrich 
25—Paula Marschke 
        Carol Pelan 
26—Jeff Wagner 
        Larry & Jackie Lohraff 
27—Adi Nelson 
29—Kate Hebner 

Memorials & Special Gifts 
Through October 20, 2021 

• Mike & Sandy Stephens 
• Becky Walter 
• Don & Michele Zandarski 
• Diane Gale 
• James & Mary Barsuhn 
• David & Jana Vanden Branden 
• Ron & Evelyn Keigley 
• Jennifer Schrank 
• Dave & Deb Ostrander 
• Doris Christopher 
• Joyce Roller 
• Raymond & Bonnie Keigley 
• John & Kathy Jasper 

• Larry & Chris Dow 
• Delores Hildebrand 
• Bill & Sue Knuth 
• Bill Strunk 
...in memory of Barb Quiriconi 
 
• Dave & Deb Ostrander 
...in memory of Dave Walter 



When Your Spouse Feels More Like Your Roommate 
By Janel Breitenstein 
 

Maybe you’re not sure how or when it happened: The person you’d been so 

very into while dating morphed into...not much more than a roommate.   

Or worse….   How can you deal? 
 

1. Get intentional about same-gender community—Isolation leaves us vulnerable. Even in a healthy 

marriage, your spouse shouldn’t be your sole source of authentic friendship. Go one step beyond 

your comfort level in openness with friends, “for we are members one of another” (Ephesians 4:25). 

2. Eliminate mind-reading and unspoken, unagreed-upon expectations—It’s so easy to think, If he or 

she really cared, they’d   . But our “normal” and what comes easy for us may not be normal 

or easy for a spouse—even if they’ve done it before. Take 100% responsibility for your contribu-

tions to communication issues. 

3. If you’ve been burned by your spouse not asking, not listening, misunderstanding, or delivering 

that blank/judgmental response, don’t give up altogether—On earth, Jesus surrounded Himself 

with faulty, often faithless human beings—and continued to love them well. (Are there times, par-

ticularly in abusive or dysfunctional relationships, when self-protection is necessary in marriage? 

Absolutely!) 

4. Be wise, yet courageous, in vulnerability—If you’re in a safe marriage, courage and even for-

giveness may be in order as you press yourself to trust another human.  But God has also given 

you wisdom to know when a person is not trustworthy.  Ask Him for 

discernment. 

5. Turn to the Heart-Changer—Pray that God would transform your 

spouse—and expose the log in your own eye.  The creatures worshipping 

at God’s throne in Revelation have eyes everywhere, including beneath 

their wings.  God sees us as we shelter beneath His care. 
 

Ask for great perseverance, for patience as His plan unfolds...even if it takes 

a lifetime. 
 

THE GOOD STUFF:  Whom have I in heaven but you?  And there is nothing on earth that I desire 

besides you...But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the Lord God my refuge, that I may 

tell of all your works.  (Psalm 73:25, 28) 
 

ACTION POINTS:  Ask God for wisdom and courage to know how to honestly assess your marriage 

and best love your spouse.  You might consult a trusted friend or counselor for the next steps. 

 
For other articles on marriage visit www.familylife.com 



 
Tidings Articles 

due by Noon 
 

Cardio  
Drumming 

Classes: 
 

Every Tuesday 
& Thursday at 

6pm and  
Saturday at 9am 

 

10:30am  
Men’s Bible 

Study 
 

TLS Evening 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

 

7pm Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm Vespers 
Prayer Service 

 

Daylight      
Savings Time 

Ends 
 

9:15am Worship  
 

10:30am Adult 
Bible Class & 
Youth Groups 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 

 
 

7pm Worship 

 

TLS Participa-
tion Sunday 

 
9:15am Worship  

 

10:30am Adult 
Bible Class & 
Youth Groups 

 
9:15am Worship 

 
10:30am Adult 
Bible Class & 
Youth Groups 

 
 

 

10:30am  
Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

No School 
(Teacher 
Training) 

 

7pm Quarterly 
Voters’ Meeting 

November 2021 

 

 

10:30am  
Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

4pm Ladies Aid 
Meeting 

 

7pm Trustee 
Meeting 

 
 

7pm Elders 
Meeting 

 
10:30am  

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

 
 

 
7pm Worship 

 
Trustee  

Workday 
 
 
 

7pm Vespers 
Prayer Service 

 
10:30am  

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 

 

 

10:30am  
Men’s Bible 

Study 
 

 
 

 
7pm Worship 

 
 
 
 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

 
9:15am Worship 

 
10:30am Adult 
Bible Class & 
Youth Groups 

 

 

 

 
 

TLS 1/2 Day 
 

Afternoon 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

 

 
 

TLS 1/2 Day 
 

Office Closed 
At Noon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm Vespers 
Prayer Service 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm Vespers 
Prayer Service 

 
No School 
(Teacher 
Training) 

 
Office Closed  

(11-22 to 11-26) 
 
 

No School—Thanksgiving Break 

 
10:30am  

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 

 

 
Happy  

Thanksgiving 



Service Person for  

November— 
 

 

Christopher Heckathorne 
4635 Gore  
Apartment 73 
Lawton, OK  73505 
  

Please consider sending Christopher a note 
of encouragement during this month. 

    Articles and Calendar  

   dates for the December 

Tidings are due by     

November 15, 2021 at noon. 

A ltar Guild News 
 

In the past month, we have filled our sanctuary with banners, thoughtful-
ly and respectfully purchased—in honor of Jean Koebel & in memory of 
Donna Clark, Prim Eichberg, Phyllis Lausman, Terry Michael, George 
Quiriconi, Jackie Sadler, J. Teifke, Dave Walter, and Ronnie Watson. We 
are blessed with new banners.  It is the hope of Altar Guild, and all those 
in whose honor and memory the banners have been purchased, that you 
are reminded of God’s Word, His grace and peace.  Maybe they will remind you of a beloved hymn, 
a favorite Bible passage, or simply tell your troubled mind “Be Still and Know that I am God.”  I 
know I need that reminder constantly...especially the “Be Still” part as my mind struggles and wor-
ries over things which I have no control.  From the images these banners portray to the messages 
they bring, we hope they touch your heart, lift you up, and give you something to carry with you.  
We do have some new banners on their way and we are excited to share the new arrivals during the 
Advent and Christmas season. 

 

One of the traditions our Trinity families like to do each year is to take a fami-
ly photo in front of the large tree in the Gathering Place.  This year we would 
like your help in decorating this tree.  We are asking each family to bring an 
ornament, something that reminds you of the love of family and treasured 
memories you share at Christmas.  (A camper ornament-to remember a family 
vacation, an angel-representing a beloved family member that has since 
passed.)  Whether purchased, brought from home, made by skilled hands or 
lovingly made by a child, our church family tree will be a new treasured tra-
dition.  Your contribution can be brought any time during the month of No-
vember.  Place them in the box in the Gathering Place or bring them anytime 
once the tree is up. 
 

Blessings to you and your family as we approach, together, the Advent of our Lord. 
 

Julie Schlutt, Altar Guild Director 
269-325-8827 


