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“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

s�ll sinners, Christ died for us.” -Romans 5:8 

 

Do any of you consider yourself to be beggars?  Peasants? I would be will-

ing to bet that none of you actually ARE beggars, bums, or homeless.    

 

Now imagine you ARE a homeless man or woman, si ng on the side of 

the road right at the exit to a freeway.  One day, a rich and powerful man 

comes up and hands you a check for one billion dollars, the keys to his Mercedes he drove up in, and hands you 

the deed to a huge house, right on Lake Michigan.  When you ask him why, he just shrugs his shoulders and 

walks away.  What’s the first thing you’re gonna do? Other than take the car and head to your new house, 

you’re probably gonna be telling EVERYONE that you know or anyone that you see.  This is the greatest thing 

that has ever happened to you! Guaranteed. And you did nothing to deserve it. 

 

Now picture this: you really are a beggar. You are lost, without a home, and poor in spirit. If you stay like this 

without any outside help, you’re going to die.  When one day, the King, our God in heaven, approaches you and 

grants you the keys to his heavenly kingdom. He tells you that you belong to Him, and, perhaps most important-

ly, he gives you his grace and grants you his forgiveness.  When you ask him why, he tells you that he loves you 

and that he doesn’t want you to die like this.  He tells you that his Son paid all your debt.   

 

This is how we live every day. Daily we sin and we are beggars in God’s 

heavenly kingdom.  We don’t deserve his grace and his forgiveness.  

Nothing we can do will earn that for us.  But because of the sacrifice his 

Son took on, we will live and we are forgiven.  Let us daily remember 

Christ’s love for us, and never forget to thank him for the sacrifice he 

gave.  
 
     ~Pastor Adams  

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

From the Pastor’s Desk…     

Douglas Adams—Pastor 
Mike Shembarger—Principal 



From the Principal’s Desk...   
 

It was exciting to see all the church members, parents and students at our “Educational Sunday” service on Sep-
tember 19. This was our first attempt to have a service in the school and to let everyone tour the building. It was 
a great opportunity for our parents and church members to learn more about the school and this important mis-
sion. It is our intent to have two services a year in the school with the second scheduled for April of 2022. 
 
The school year has started and we are settling into a normal routine. Shortly after we opened the Berrien Coun-
ty Health Department mandated masks for all employees and students in schools. We were prepared in advance 
and were able to communicate the changes with our parents without major problems. Our staff and parents knew 
this was a possibility before school started so we moved to this approach easily. 
 
Everyone seems to have a different opinion on wearing a mask and many are con-
cerned with this approach. We have worked closely with the local health depart-
ment since last September and have developed a list of ways for students to get 
“mask breaks” throughout the day. We have been able to comply with the law but 
still give our kids multiple opportunities to remove masks, stay safe, and still fol-
low the science. 
 
I am repeatedly asked, “Why does our private school have to follow this law?” In 
summary, local health departments have always had the legal authority for dec-
ades, when managing issues relating to disease. Because of the current pandemic, 
they can mandate activities for citizens to manage the spread. There are some lim-
its to their authority but private schools must also comply. There were lawsuits 
last year by our private school organizations and some individual districts. The private school organizations and 
schools lost the court decision and the mandates are legally binding for us too. It is clear that we are under the 
arm of local authorities relating to this issue.  
 
The Christian School Board is also moving forward with additional school improvements. Those who attended 
the service were able to see firsthand the changes throughout the school. Through donations and grants we have 
been blessed to invest in updating the building by more than $233,000 over the last three years!  We have recent-
ly submitted another grant and were awarded $59,996 for additional improvements. 
 
A portion of the latest grant will be spent at the church by replacing all the technology used for music and video 
in the sanctuary. This will allow services and our chapel lesson participants to enjoy the improved capabilities of 
our sound and video system. We will also be using a portion to supplant a loan the congregation already ap-
proved in working on the heating. The amount that can be used by the church is around $40,000 of the $59,996. 
It is another example of using “third party” resources to improve our overall financial picture as a church organi-
zation. 
 
Our enrollment increased this year from 69 students to 90 as of the first day of school. The teachers, staff and 
daycare workers continue to work closely with families and children to influence them through our Christian 
based approaches. We have additional families that are starting to show some interest in church and we’ll con-
tinue to assist them in developing a relationship with Christ. 
 
Thank you, as always, for the support of this mission. 

 

Mike Shembarger 
Principal 

 



Fall Church Programming 
 

During the 9:15am Service: 
 
Bible Time—During the service following the Kids Talk.  School age kids (preschool through 
4th grade) can participate in the children’s Bible lesson downstairs in the Sunday School room. 
Kids will return to their families before communion. 
 

Nursery—The nursery will be open for kids ages birth to preschool during the service. Please 
contact Jennifer Fentress with any questions 269-519-4465. 
 
 

After Service Bible Studies: 
 

Join us every Sunday (beginning September 12) after the service 
to delve deeper into the understanding of our faith. 
 

• Adult Bible Study:  Held in the church basement. Ex-
plore different aspects of the Bible and the Lutheran 
faith.  Led by Pastor Adams. 

 

• Contemporary Bible Study:  Held in the Gathering Place.  Discuss how current topics 
relate to our Christian faith. 

 

• Financial Peace:  Held in the Prayer Room.  Led by Chris and Mara Vergon.  Cost is 
$50 per couple.  Will begin on October 3.  Please call the church office to sign-up and 
receive the course materials. 

 

• Elementary Youth Group:  Held in the Sunday School room.  Children from Kindergar-
ten to 4th grade will gather for games and Bible lessons.  Snacks will be provided. 

 

• Middle School Youth Group:  Held in Youth room (Upper Room).  Led by Sarabeth 
Horton, Erma Marschke, and Leslie Michael.  Kids from 5th-8th grade gather for 
games, Bible lessons, and contemporary topic discussion.  Snacks will be provided. 

 
Weekly/Monthly Bible Studies: 
 
Men’s Bible Study:  Wednesdays at 10:30am in the Upper Room 
 

Women’s Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 10:30am in the Gathering Place 
 

Ladies Aid: First Tuesday of the month at 4pm at the church 
 

Ladies Fellowship:  Meet for dinner, drinks, fellowship and Bible study once a month.  We will 
choose a different restaurant each month so locations will vary.  Contact Sarabeth Horton at 
269-519-5016 if interested in attending. 



A Note from the Elders 
 
 A Railroad Tie Sticking Out of my Eye Socket… 
 
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own 
eye?  How can you say to your brother, ‘let me take the speck out of your eye’, when all the time there is a plank 
in your own eye?”  Luke 6:41 & Matthew 7:3 
 
It’s true.  Of every single one of us.  We are quick to notice someone 
else’s sin.  Whether or not we speak about it, or call them out on it, we 
notice it.  We make mental notes.  We make judgements in our minds 
and in our hearts. And it affects how we see our brothers and our sis-
ters in Christ.   
 
Want to get personal here?  Go take a look.  A long hard look.  
Where?  In the mirror.  Look at that person gazing back at you.  Has 
that person made judgements about others?  In the workplace?  In the 
world?  Or here at church?  I’d be lying if I said that no, I haven’t.  It 
seems to be human nature (our sinful nature).  Have those judgements 
colored how I see that person?  Of course they have.  Lord, forgive 
me.  All the while I’ve been picking away at that person inside my 
head...and all the while...there is a railroad tie sticking out of my eye 
socket.   
 
Yes, a railroad tie.  A sin far bigger than the one I’ve been judging someone for.  Maybe it’s envy.  Or perhaps 
anger about miscommunication.  Or even hate.   If I bring my disappointment with someone, my anger or envy 
with me to church, there’s only one place to leave it.  Leave it on the cross.  Each Sunday when we confess our 
sins, mentally lay it down.  Confess it in your heart.  Forgive that person, fully, totally, and completely.  And if 
needed, go to that person, sincerely apologize, and ask their forgiveness.  You may be amazed at their reaction, 
and how it changes your relationship.   
 
Lord, please help us remove all the railroad ties sticking out of our eyes.  That person I had a problem with?  
Lord, I know you love that person enough to die for them…teach me to love them too.   
 
I’m Steve Schlutt…and I confess to having a railroad tie sticking out of my eye.  There is almost certainly more 
than one.  Lord, help me see them.  And help me remove them.   

 

Board of Elders 
 

 Tim Krieger 313-2545 Don Zandarski  921-1761 Dan Knuth  876-7434 
 Jeremy Priest 357-3987      Steve Schlutt   449-8827        Steve Jackson 208-6090 



 REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
 

The following is a list of our shut-ins and those currently unable to come to church.  If you 
would like to write them a note or drop a card in the mail, they will enjoy and appreciate your 
thoughtfulness.  If there is a name you think is missing from the list, please contact the office or 
Pastor Adams. 
 
 

  
 Donna Marschke   Wilma Marschke   Norma Stover 
 2277 E. Linco Road   5292 Long Lake Road   114 N. Kimmel Street 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 
 Nancy Whetstone   Mary Kerlikowske   Marilyn Lentz  
 Parkside Village   8191 M-139    Golden Age Manor 
 730 N. Spring Road Room 198 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  4167 N. Roosevelt Road 
 Westerville, OH  43082       Stevensville, MI  49127 
 
 Jean Koebel    Martha Wray    Barb Radewald 
 1699 E. John Beers Road  11427 M-140    1117 Broad Street Apt. 6D 
 St. Joseph, MI  49085   Niles, MI  49120   St. Joseph, MI  49085 
 
 Elaine Hoover   Karen Koebel    Marlene Mitchell 
 9300 M– 140    111 Lexington Point Dr. #1  13028 Burgoyne Road 
 Berrien Center, MI  49102  Niles, MI  49120   Buchanan, MI  49107 
 
 Alverda Rudlaff   John & Kate Hebner   Marcina Hoge 
 5743 Orchard Drive   5807 Daniel Boone Trail  4762 Derby Circle 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 

Please feel free to contact the office with any of 
the following questions or 
concerns regarding: 

 

∗ Baptism 
∗ Prayer Requests 
∗ Hospitalizations 
∗ Need to reach Pastor 
∗ Know someone in need or ill 
 

The church office can be reached at 471-7013. 



October Birthdays  

& Anniversaries 

01—Michael Koebel 
02—Ann Gaines 
        Jack Jenkins 
03—Tory Parrish 
        Peggy Reitz 
04—Katie Stark 
        Michele Zandarski 
06—Pam Baker 
        Mason McFarland 
07—Daniel Adams 
08—Storm Carlson 
10—Angel Robison 
        Rich & Terri Albers 

11—Chad & Jennifer Grotegut 
        Gary & Cindy Rose 
15—Henry Schinske 
17—Suzy Forraht 
18—Mitch Nelson 
        Ryan Wozniak 
19—Brendan Bartley 
         Don Skibbe 
         Stewart & Kayla Sanford 
20—John & Beverly Koenigshof 
21—Sarah Barker 
22—Marcina Hoge 
        Brian & Ashley Marschke 

24—Craig Rudell 
         Frank & Jan Shoop 
25—Connie Caranci 
        Mike Stephens 
26—Don & Loreen Geisler 
27—Ernie & Patty Klug 
30—Vincent Hardy 
         Sarabeth Horton 
         Brielle Marschke 
         Ed & Jackie Goodman 
31—Tara Hardy 
        Todd Lueders 

Memorials & Special Gifts 
Through August 20, 2021 

• Diane Boughton 
• Cheryl Clarke 
...in memory of Dave Walter 



Married to a Stranger?  5 Tips to Know Your Spouse 
By Lisa Lakey 
 

“Sometimes, I’m shocked when he speaks,” my friend confided. “After living with him for five years, 

I somehow feel like I’m married to a stranger.” 
 

Following a job change, her husband worked from his home office five days a week. His previous 

work required a fair amount of travel, so initially, they were thankful for the extra time together—

long talks over dinner, afternoon walks, lazy weekend mornings. But as the months went on, some-

thing shifted in the tone of their home. 
 

Used to only being accountable to his own schedule, she’d wake often to find him not home—off fish-

ing or biking with a friend. A high-level boss in his previous role, he began making household deci-

sions without her input, insisting he was just taking responsibility off her plate. 
 

Annoyance replaced gratitude. Avoidance replaced evening talks. And frustra-

tion replaced my friend’s previously exultant feelings of her husband home. 
 

“How did we get here?” she asked. 
 

My heart broke for my friend. But at the same time, I could relate. 
 

Married to a stranger—How well do you know your spouse? I mean, I could ra/le off my husband’s 

height, weight, eye color, even his social security number and high school mascot (pirates, in case you 

were wondering). I could tell you his favorite cut of steak and his favorite drink. Or maybe what his 

favorite childhood toy was and who his best friend was in high school. 
 

When it comes to the superficial, you probably know your spouse pre/y well too. But we often mis-

take the basics for the deeper stuff. 
 

When Josh and I married, we were 21 and 22. Not at all the people we are now, approaching 40. And 

as we both grew, I’m sure each of us thought we were married to a stranger to some point. But we’re 

still the people we always were, just grown and shaped through sometimes powerful life experiences. 
 

My husband has seen me grow though more roles than anyone else: know it all 19-year old, new bride 

with zero domestic skills, insecure young mother, still-insecure working mom with two kids. And I’ve 

seen him wear different hats too. 
 

But each role we play, each birthday we check off on the calendar, every life experience—miscarriage, 

the death of a parent, giddy success or sidelining failure—change us a li/le. And like my friend and 

her husband, some stresses—job loss, illness, an empty nest—make those changes glaringly obvious. 

It’s no surprise you might wake up thinking you’re married to a stranger. 

Continued on next page... 



If you do, rest assured you aren’t alone. Most marriages go through times of re-ge/ing to know each 

other. Here are a few ways to start bridging that gap. 
 

Bring a�ention to the elephant in the room. 
 

If you’re feeling a profound sense of disconnect, chances are your spouse is feeling it too. 
 

Pick a less busy time of day to bring this up. If you bombard them with it over breakfast, while they’re 

heading out for work, the moment they walk through the door, or another less opportune time, they’ll 

likely feel a/acked. It might help to simply say, “Hey, there’s something I’ve been wanting to talk to 

you about. Is there a good time for us to chat today?” 
 

Gently tell them how you’ve been feeling. Keep any accusations out of the conversation at this point. 

As best you can, communicate how you are felling (using “I” statements rather than “You…”). “I’m 

feeling like we aren’t as connected lately. I realize sometimes that affects my sense of security and closeness to 

you. Can you help me find a solution?” 
 

Be prepared: On the flip side of feeling like you’re married to a stranger could be them not feeling 

known by you. Both can cause strong emotions. Don’t assume your spouse has changed, pulled away 

emotionally, isn’t a/racted to you anymore, wants to head for the hills, etc. And 

keep in mind your own actions could be contributing to the distance. 
 

Make time to catch up a priority. 
 

A friend of mine has a weekly coffee date with her spouse. On Sunday or Monday, 

they meet at a local coffee shop or even the backyard patio to converge their schedules. 
 

But it’s more than who’s going to pick up Junior from soccer practice or grab takeout after work. They 

pencil in time for each other as well—be it a date night, late night talk after the kids are in bed, or even 

a quick lunch in the middle of the day. 

 

These two make time to prioritize each other. When you know you’re important to your spouse, 

you’re more likely to open up and share those things changing inside you. And when you pencil your 

love into your calendar, you create opportunity to continue ge/ing to know them. 
 

If this feels uncomfortable, consider this your wakeup call! 
 

Sadly, our culture often mistakes side-by-side busyness for connection. Yes, you sat together at the 

school play, dinner with the family, and coffee over breakfast the next day as you skimmed the news 

updates on your phone. But maybe it’s time to reevaluate what might be keeping you from deeper 

conversations, quality time—even sex. Could it be you or your spouse are too busy? What could you 

possibly cut from your schedule, or even slide to another day to create space for your spouse? 

Continued on next page... 



Pray together. 
 

Oddly, this is one of the most awkward and meaningful things you can do 

with your spouse. Don’t worry, the awkwardness passes. God breaks down 

barriers when spouses pray for & with each other. 
 

Praying together with your spouse opens you both up to a greater level of 

intimacy (between both you and your spouse, and between you and God). 
 

There have been many times my husband expressed concerns in prayer I didn’t know he had. How did 

I miss that? I wondered. As a side benefit to the spiritual unity of prayer, its vulnerability often results 

in a greater knowledge of our spouses dreams, fears, and insecurities. Be mindful to not use anything 

said during prayers as ammo for your next argument. 
 

But maybe the thought of praying with your spouse feels about as likely as a Southern snowstorm in 

July. I get it. When my husband and I were going through a particularly rough time and someone sug-

gested we pray together, I laughed. My heart hurt and I wasn’t ready for the feeling of being exposed 

that praying with someone creates. But Romans 12:12 was a steady reminder to persevere: Rejoice in 

home, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
 

If you’re struggling with even wanting to bow your head next to your spouse, pray by yourself for 

God to chisel away those hard parts of your heart toward them. And ask Him to resolve the issues 

standing in your way—pride, embarrassment, bi/erness, lack of trust, or even fear. 
 

Freely offer forgiveness. 
 

Like my friend’s situation with her husband, feeling like you’re married to a stranger is rarely the re-

sult of intentional hurt. My friend had to forgive her husband’s seemingly selfish behavior to get to 

the root of how they were both adjusting to his new role. And through that forgiveness they found 

reconciliation. 
 

What actions or behaviors are you holding on to? Has your spouse confessed something painful? Are 

you harboring bi/erness because of the ways you feel they might be changing...without you? For-

giveness isn’t easy, and it by no means lessens what you are going through, but it is part of the healing 

process. 
 

If that hurt is heavy or the change you are witnessing in your spouse isn’t healthy (addictions, anger 

issues, other self-destructive habits), consider my next point. 
 

Consider finding counsel. 
 

There have been moments when I felt at the end of my rope with my marriage. When my friend told 

me she felt she was married to a stranger, I could see she was there. 

Continued on next page... 



But when it was me dangling at the end of that rope, I had two choices: let go of my marriage or let go 

of my pride. It isn’t easy to reach out, but we all get to a point when we need someone else to lift us 

up. And to be honest, I don’t know that we would still be married if I hadn’t finally admi/ed to a 

trusted friend, “We’re struggling.” 
 

Is there an older couple in your church or elsewhere you admire? Some close friends who you know 

will be honest and impartial? Or maybe you need to start by meeting with your pastor to talk about 

how to get past the disconnect in your marriage. 
 

If you find yourself wanting to flee every time your husband or wife walks in the room, it’s time to 

consider a professional marriage counselor. At this point, I know more couples who have had some 

form of counseling than haven’t. My own marriage included. 
 

Married to a stranger? Don’t give up! 
 

Feeling disconnected to the one you’re supposed to know best can feel lone-

ly, hopeless, and downright scary. Sometimes a long overdue date night can 

make a world of difference. But other times it takes more than that—a slow 

but steady process of relearning who each of you are, and learning to reach 

toward the person they’ve grown to be. 
 

Don’t be discouraged. Don’t give up. Consider it both a personal challenge and a gift to your spouse 

to know them be/er. Study them—not as a crash course in your love, but a lifelong learning of who 

God is creating them to be. 
 

Yes, your spouse might have changed. But you aren’t married to a stranger. You’re still married to the 

one you chose in times of be/er or worse. What next step will you take today to get to know them 

again? 
 

For other articles on marriage visit www.familylife.com 

Financial Peace University 
 

Never worry about money again with Financial Peace University!  It’s the proven 
plan to help you master budgeting, beat debt, and live the life of your dreams.  
Through nine lessons rooted in biblical wisdom, you’ll learn from Dave Ramsey and 
his team of financial experts.  And now, you can try Financial Peace FREE for 14 
days!  Visit fpu.com/1140108 to sign up and learn more.  Class starts Sunday, Octo-
ber 3 at Trinity Lutheran School.  Questions?  Contact Mara Vergon at 269-325-
2376.  Please contact the church office at 471-7013 to sign up. 
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10:30am  

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 

 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 
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7pm Council 
Meeting 

 

9:15am Worship 
 

10:30am Adult 
Bible Class & 
Youth Groups 

 

TLS Participation 
 

Trunk or Treat 



Service Person for  

October— 
 

 

Alex Robison 
CMR 454  Box #2739 
APO 
APO AE 09250 
United States 
  

Please consider sending Alex a note of    
encouragement during this month. 

Articles and Calendar  

dates for the November  

Tidings are due by  

October 18, 2021 at noon. 


