
   July, 2021  Tidings 
 
 

It is for Freedom that Christ has set us free. Gal. 5:1  
 
I am looking forward to this coming 4th of July. Due to Covid last 
year our country’s celebration of Independence was muted by in 
home orders and the fear of getting sick. This year with so many 
having been vaccinated and mask mandates being lifted around the 
country I am going to wager that this 4th of July will be long and 
loud.  

And even in this time of confusion and political turmoil our nation 
has something to celebrate—Freedom. We as a people have been 
blessed to be free like no other people in the history of mankind. 

Though we are not a perfect union we are free to improve our lives and the lives of those around us. We also 
know that freedom is never free. For the last few hundred years, men and women from all walks of life have giv-
en their lives on the altar of Freedom so that our nation may remain free from tyranny. These things and many 
others are the reasons we celebrate on the 4th of July.  
 
The freedom that we enjoy as Americans is only a shadow of true freedom that comes through Jesus Christ. In 
Galatians, Paul is warning his church to be careful not to lose their freedom by placing themselves back under the 
works of the Law.  By seeking to save ourselves by becoming good Christians is but a lie of the devil. Doing the 
Law is only falling prey to the tyrants of Satan, sin, and death. If this happens, it makes no difference if you are 
in the land of the free, you have become a slave once again.  
 
To this temptation Paul writes, “It is for Freedom that Christ has set us free.” Gal. 5:1. Jesus has freed us through 
his death and resurrection. He has freed us from the tyrants of Satan, sin and death. By doing so he has opened 
the way to eternal freedom in Jesus’ name. What are we to do with this 
new eternal freedom? We are called to live our lives for others. To share 
the gospel of Christ with those still caught in sin and death. To proclaim 
the freedom that is found only in faith in Jesus.  
 
So friends, I pray that as you celebrate our nation’s freedom this 4th, may 
you also pause and thank our heavenly Father for the eternal freedom in 
Christ. Let freedom ring from sea to shining sea and from shining church 
to loving home. It is for Freedom that Christ has set us free. Gal. 5:1 

 Pastor Adams       

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

From the Pastor’s Desk…     

Douglas Adams—Pastor 
Mike Shembarger—Principal 



Clean Up Right 
 

Psalm 51:1-12 “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 
great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I 
sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and 
justified when you judge. Surely, I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. Cleanse me 
with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and 

gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all 
my iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do 
not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of 

your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.” 
 

This reminds me of a story about a boy growing up on a farm. It was his job to 
clean out the stall where the cows were kept. This was a dreaded job because, 
well, the cows were, shall we say very productive. So instead of following his 
father’s directions, and laziness is often the mother of invention, he came up 
with a simpler and easier way. He would merely cover the cow’s production 
with a fresh layer of straw, and to the casual looker the stall looked clean. Un-
fortunately, he didn’t count on the lack of cooperation of the cows. They 
dumbly walked over the fresh straw, mashing it into all they had produced. 
Then they would follow up with a new deposit whereupon he would lay down a 
fresh layer of straw, only to be to be followed by another deposit. After a week 
or more of doing this, the boy’s father walked into the stall and noticed that 
the ceiling was a lot closer in the stall then outside it. He immediately grabbed his son by the ear 
and marched him into the barn and told him to clean out every last bit of straw and manure in 
that stall. Because he neglected to do what he was told the stall had become layers and layers of 
pungent deposits that had hardened into a thick, impenetrable carpet which defied the strength of 
Hercules to scoop up. It became apparent to the boy that the only way he was going to clean this 
mess was to take it out as it was put in, one stinking layer at a time.  
 

Now you’re probably thinking what does this have to do with me? As Christians we often find our-
selves doing the same thing with our sins. We look at our sin and justify it (sprinkle a little 
straw). We know it’s wrong, but we make excuses (sprinkle a little straw) or blame others or cir-
cumstances (sprinkle a little straw) or just plain cover it up for appearances sake. Of course, we 
say we will deal with it later, at a better more convenient time.  
 

Is that what our Heavenly Father tells us to do?  Proverbs 28:13 “He who conceals his sins does 
not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.” 
 

Which brings us right back to Psalm 51:1 “Have mercy on me, O God”! I have learned in my Chris-
tian walk, as well as watching others, that this is a common practice for believers, and a major 
reason for a lack of spirituality and joy in serving our Lord in the church. It’s impossible to serve 
God in this state. You might try to please God and follow Him, but you will be fruitless. Why? Be-
cause we have hardened our hearts (impenetrable) to the point that God’s Word and the Holy Spir-
it cannot penetrate it anymore and we are just going through the motions, walking dead men, or 
as the book of 1 John 1:6 says, “walk in darkness”.  
 

Continued on next page... 
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Nowhere is this illustrated more clearly than in the life of King David. After committing adultery 
and murder, he ran from God for one full year. Notice, sin separates us from God, but in God’s 
mercy and love He sends the prophet Nathan to confront him of his sin. David’s sin was not only 
against Uriah and Bathsheba and Joab, Israel’s General, but it very much displeased God. And it 
wasn’t until David understood what he had done and the gravity of it, that he was able to come to 
repentance and get right with God. And David’s great prayer recorded in Psalm 51 demonstrates 
not only the horrible consequences of his sin but also a way of dealing with it. Think about your 
spiritual life. Is there a sin or sins in your life that you’re refusing to acknowledge? You cannot 
and will not be right with God until you deal with it. 
 

Acknowledge it, agree with God that it is sin, and confess it to Him. Then and only then can the 
power of the Holy Spirit give you the strength to cleanse your life of this sin and live for Him and 
reflect His glory. I pray that we all will keep our stalls clean, so we can see the power of God in this 
place. 
 

JUNE 14TH COUNCIL MTG. 
 

The Church Council has started the budget process for our 2021-2022 Budget. 
We will be concentrating all our time and effort for the next few months on 
bringing you, the voting members of Trinity, the truest most accurate budget 
proposal possible.  
 

It seems sometimes as leaders in the church, Satan throws everything he has 
against us, to keep us from moving forward and we are beaten down, and the only thing we can do 
is look up. And when we do, we see Jesus with open arms saying to us, STAND, stand on the 
promises of God. “Stronger is He that is in you, then he that is in the world.” The only thing I ask of 
you as brothers and sisters in Christ, is that you STAND, stand arm in arm with us as we work 
together to build a better future for our children and grandchildren. How do we do that you ask? 
Attend worship service faithfully, hear the Word of God PREACHED. Attend every opportunity you 
have when the Word of God is taught (TEACH). Why? So, we can grow in our faith, know God, His 
will, and plan for our lives. And then we are prepared to REACH, reach out to those you love and 
care about and bring them into the fold. Remember, we have what they are desperately seeking in 
this wicked world we live in—JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED! True Peace, Joy and Content-
ment that only He can give. 
 

Edward Goodman, Congregation President   (269) 782-3947 

Altar Guild Needs Help! 
 

I need 6-8 ladies willing to commit to doing the work along with our current members. 
This is a non-political, no target on your back, service only job. I don’t need occasional 
“I’ll-help-in-a-pinch” types, I have trained ladies for that. This doesn’t mean you’ll work 
all year long, just 2 months throughout the year on a team with one or two veteran mem-
bers to split up the load. Our numbers have seriously dwindled and the burden is becom-
ing overwhelming for those who are now serving. If this touches your heart and moves 
you to action, please, PLEASE, call Julie Schlutt at 269-325-8827. 



A Note from the Elders 
 
CONFESSIONS OF A GRUMPY CHURCH MEMBER… 
 
Okay, I admit it.  I have been a grumpy church member.   
 
I didn’t like a previous style of worship.  I disliked voters’ meetings.  I wasn’t enthralled with a previous pastor.  
Why are all these kids making noise in church?  That song was a yawner…   I grumped to my wife. I complained 
out loud to those in my circle.  I didn’t get involved.   
 
But I eventually changed.  Change came within, courtesy of the Holy Spirit leading me to get more involved in our 
church.  To contribute more than just my attendance and offering envelope. 
 
It mostly started when I was asked to fill in for a Sunday School skit.  I was the straight man, and Gordy was the 
Puppet.   I eventually became a regular, and we connected with those kids.  They LEARNED stuff through our an-
tics.  Then I was asked to help with something in the service.  I helped the school with some marketing, I got a nice 
thank you note from someone that mattered- I have saved it to this day.   
   
Once, I took the Pastor to lunch (we had Soul Food), and he told me that we really needed help on the board of El-
ders.  Sigh.  Guess what--  I got involved.  It changed my attitude.  This is not to say I don’t still have some 
grumpiness over things…  but instead of grumping about it, I try to see it from another angle, and ask myself how 
could we improve this situation?  What could I do to help solve this problem, instead of just complaining about it?   
 
If you’re a grumpy church member, take a look in the mirror.  Ask yourself- am I just grumping because I’m a 
grump?  Do I complain more than I contribute?  Is that what the Lord really wants my contribution to be? 
 
Your talents and abilities given to you by God are gifts.  Are you sharing 
your gifts?  Are you serving the Lord’s flock at Trinity in some way- on a 
board, doing readings, helping at events, volunteering, reaching out to those 
who need help?   
 
Feeling grumpy about church?  Don’t just complain.  GET INVOLVED 
and see change happen.   
 
Speak with me or one of the Elders, or any Board member or Leader.  They 
would love to help you use your gifts, whatever they may be.     
 
I’m Steve Schlutt…  And this is my confession of being a Grumpy Church Member.   
 

Board of Elders 
 

 Tim Krieger 313-2545 Don Zandarski  921-1761 Dan Knuth  876-7434 
 Jeremy Priest 357-3987      Steve Schlutt   449-8827        Steve Jackson 208-6090 

Ladies Aid Food Collection 

The Ladies Aid is collecting food year-round for the local food pantry, “Bread of 
Heaven”. Please join us in supporting this ministry at the United 
Methodist Church in Berrien Springs. You may place your non-
perishable food items in the collection bin located in the Gathering 
Place. Thank you for your support of this ministry! 



From the Principal’s Desk...   
 

With the summer comes a variety of activities to improve the school building. This 
summer is no exception as we were able to receive multiple grants to invest in the 
school. The board of education had worked to replace the flooring in all class-
rooms over the last two years with three more areas to be updated this summer. 
 
The floors in our preschool room, Pastor’s office, and school office will receive 
new carpeting and tiles. The daycare portable will also be carpeted on one half of the floor. This will be the end 
of a three year project to update the floors in all the rooms of the school.  

 
New furniture had also been ordered to replace existing desks, chairs and   
tables that have run their course in our program, with many being decades old. 
All classrooms will be receiving new furniture and students will return in the 
fall to rooms with all new equipment. We will also be updating the technology 
in our final two classrooms which will allow for live instruction. This will 
mark the end of this project and all rooms will be equipped in the same man-
ner which allows us to teach students using a variety of instructional strate-
gies. 
 

We have also moved to receive additional grants this summer and fall to help improve our overall program. The 
state is making funds available to our school and daycare this fall as well as the funds we will receive in July. 
There has never been a time in our history where this much “third party income” is available to private schools. 
We will continue to look for ways to receive additional income in a nontraditional fashion. 
 
Last, our enrollment in the fall was 69 and at the time of writing this note our fall registration numbers look to be 
around 85 students. This is a huge increase in one year and helping us turn the corner to a bright school and fi-
nancial future.  
 

We are looking to have a worship service in the school gymnasium in September to celebrate the changes and get 
members in the school to see what is happening. Thank you for your continued support of the school and this im-
portant mission. 
 

God bless, 
Mike Shembarger, Principal 



July Birthdays  

& Anniversaries 

02—Mike & Sandy Stephens 
04—Gary Caranci 
        Sarah Carlyle 
        Hayleigh Fentress 
        Judy Larson 
        Bailey (Foster) Peasley 
07—Dylan White 
08—Mary Kerlikowske 
09—Jeff & Alice Spitzer 
10—Amelia Barker 
        Ernie Klug 
        Jan Shoop 

11—Pam Dillon 
        Kassidy Jackson 
13—Marc Kerlikowske 
        Tim & Ruth Krieger 
15—Sarah Adams 
        Jack Baker 
        Jeremy & Alicia Kring 
16—Chris & Mara Vergon 
18—Abigail Gaines 
        Stevie Toliver 
        DJ Walter 

Memorials & Special Gifts 
Through June 15, 2021 

• Pat Michael    
...in memory of Terry Michael 

19—Andrew Coleman 
23—Lee Forraht 
        Gail Heimbuch 
25—Julie Carlson 
26—Ruth Dilley 
        Arlene Watson 
28—Jeff Spitzer 
29—Brian Marschke 
        Duane & LeeAnn Nelson 
30—Henry & Jerrie Schinske 
31—Dixie Koebel 

 REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
 

The following is a list of our shut-ins and those currently unable to come to church.  If you would like 
to write them a note or drop a card in the mail, they will enjoy and appreciate your thoughtfulness.  If 

there is a name you think is missing from the list, please contact the office or Pastor Adams. 
 
 

 Donna Marschke   Wilma Marschke   Norma Stover 
 2277 E. Linco Road   5292 Long Lake Road   114 N. Kimmel Street 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 

 Nancy Whetstone   Mary Kerlikowske   Marilyn Lentz  
 Parkside Village   8191 M-139    Golden Age Manor 
 730 N. Spring Road Room 198 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  4167 N. Roosevelt Road 
 Westerville, OH  43082       Stevensville, MI  49127 
 

 Jean Koebel    Martha Wray    Barb Radewald 
 1699 E. John Beers Road  11427 M-140    1117 Broad Street Apt. 6D 
 St. Joseph, MI  49085   Niles, MI  49120   Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 

 Elaine Hoover   Karen Koebel    Marlene Mitchell 
 9300 M– 140    111 Lexington Point Dr. #1  13028 Burgoyne Road 
 Berrien Center, MI  49102  Niles, MI  49120   Buchanan, MI  49107 
 

 Alverda Rudlaff   John & Kate Hebner   Marcina Hoge 
 5743 Orchard Drive   5807 Daniel Boone Trail  4762 Derby Circle 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 



Learning to Pray with My Wife 
 

By Dan Sheaffer 
(reprinted with permission www.familylife.com) 

 

It has always been a struggle for my wife and me to pray together. Over eight years of marriage 
we have never been able to fall into a solid routine. We could string a few days together or maybe 
a few weeks, but then there would be that inevitable lull where we just stopped. 
 
There is never a great reason. We were too busy. We just forgot. There was a basketball game on. 
We had a rough time getting our son to bed. We were watching TV. 
 
Do you and your wife pray together? I am talking about more than just before you start eating 
your meal. Do you take focused time to pray intentionally with each other? As the spiritual head 
of our house, I believe it is my responsibility to initiate our prayer time together. This has always 
been a tough assignment for me. But I am determined to grow. 
 
The cofounder of FamilyLife, Dennis Rainey, is always encouraging married couples to pray togeth-
er. In fact, he describes this as the best marriage advise he has ever received. One of his men-
tors, Carl Wilson, told him, “I’ve prayed every day with my wife, Sara Jo, for more than 25 years. 
Nothing has built up our marriage more than our prayer time together.” 
 
Dennis wrote a prayer devotional book to help couples called Two Hearts Praying as One. He de-
scribes prayer as the single most important spiritual discipline you and your spouse will ever share. 
 
I deeply desire a prayer life with my wife that is consistent, so I decided to try going through the 
30-day prayer journey outlined in the book. My wife and I committed to each other to work 
through it together. Below I have included some of my thoughts 
while going through the devotional with my wife, after which I 
have listed a few tips I learned through those 30 days. 
 
Day 1: We actually started the prayer journey with an argu-
ment. I was nervous about starting and sabotaged the time by 
accusing her of feeling uncomfortable with praying in front of 
me. It didn’t help that she made a few comments about how 
many times we have tried to pray consistently together but 
have never gotten very far. It was weird. In spite of it, we 
pushed forward and made it through the first day. I wouldn’t 
describe this day as a spiritual victory, but at least we got started. 
 
Day 5: Hearing each other pray out loud is getting more comfortable. Our prayer is beginning to 
feel and sound more authentic rather than manufactured. I’ve always felt we have a great mar-
riage, but we discovered a depth that has never been present. Tonight we were able to voice some 
of our personal struggles with infertility in a way that has never happened before. Five days in a 
row! 
 
Days 9 and 10: These days held our biggest challenge thus far. I left town for work and 
was gone for two days, working long hours. We were finally able to talk and pray on the 
phone with each other around 10:30 the first night. The next evening we were able to pray 
together on the phone earlier. Emily read the devotional and I listened over the phone. This 
was a great accomplishment because previously in our marriage, distance between us usually 
resulted in a lack of intimate talk and prayer. We are excited for the oneness habits we are 
building. 

 
Continued on the next page... 



...Continued from previous page 
 
Day 17: Not going to lie. We almost missed this day. I left early in the afternoon with some 
friends to watch a basketball game and was gone the rest of the night. Emily and I had complete-
ly forgotten to plan our prayer time. Fortunately, the Lord used our 2-year-old son to remind us. 
About 10 minutes before I left, he came walking out of our room with our journal. He told us that 
he was going to read to us. We stopped right there, read the devotional, and prayed together 
thanking the Lord for the reminder through our son. 
 
Day 18: Going to bed tonight, my mind was preoccupied with watching the weather reports about 
a string of storms spawning tornadoes coming through our area. Emily gently reminded me of our 
need to pray together and opened the devotional to read. She then led us in prayer. Afterward, 
she turned and fell asleep; I continued to keep an eye on the severity of the storms headed our 
way. I am thankful for the selfless team effort my wife exemplified. I am once again reminded 
of the beauty of a marriage where both people are attempting to pursue Christ together. Some-
times there is a need for one person to persevere when the other slacks. Thank you, Lord, for my 
wife. 
 
Day 30: We have completed the 30-day prayer devotional. Through the last 10 days of the jour-
nal we missed reading the book each day, but we found ourselves disciplined to spend the time 
praying together even without the devotional. One of the final prayer points from this final day 
was, “Thank God for helping you establish the pattern of praying together regularly.” This jour-
ney has benefited us by helping us establish regular prayer together each day. The habit has 
been set. I am thankful to the Lord for my wife, the one with whom I can pray each day. 
 
Here are some tips I learned through the prayer journey with Two Hearts Praying as One, in no 
particular order: 
 

1. As men, we are called to lead in our marriage. Although every marriage relationship looks a little 
different, men need to be the ones to lead their family by example, in encouragement, and in 
prayer. 

2. Find the time of day that works best for you. This could look different for each couple. 

3. Read through Scripture and pray the passage out loud. This builds oneness with 
each other and with God’s Word. 

4. Build oneness through holding hands during your prayer. 

5. Spend enough time talking about joys, fears, problems, and accomplishments in life 
before you pray. Make sure you are on the same page with your wife. 

6. It’s okay to use help for your routine. Two Hearts Praying as One was a great tool for us. It 
forced us into a normal routine with biblically-centered conversation before we went before the 
throne. 

7. Don’t forget to Whom you are talking. It helps me to picture myself bowing before the throne 
with Jesus’ hand on my shoulder as we talk to God seated on the throne. 

8. Pray even when in disagreement. Usually men just need to admit their pride and step away from 
the argument. This is an opportunity to humble yourself, apologize, demonstrate forgiveness, and 
be the leader. 

9. Having your own personal, thriving relationship with Jesus is crucial to leading your wife in prayer. 
That’s just part of leadership. 

10. When you miss a day, just accept God’s grace anew, seek forgiveness, and start again. There’s no 
shame in this game. 

 
For other articles on marriage visit www.familylife .com  
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~4th of July~ 
Come watch the 

Fireworks in 
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Articles and Calendar  

dates for the August 

Tidings are due by  

July 19, 2021 at noon. 

Service Person for  

July— 
 

 

Michael Eichberg 
Unit 159222-7 (b.co) 
APO APP 96273 
 

 Please consider sending Michael a note of   
encouragement during this month. 

 

Lory’s Place 
Run, Walk, and Rock 

Saturday, May 15 
Postponed until September 11 

 
WHO: Trinity Lutheran community 
 

WHAT: Lory’s Place – 15th annual 5K Run, Walk, 
 and Rock 
 5K Run or Walk virtual option available 
 
WHEN: Saturday, September 11, 2021 – 8:30am 
 
WHERE: Lory’s Place – 445 Upton Drive 
 St. Joseph, Michigan 
 
DETAILS: Participation encouraged by  
 TLS Student Council 
 
BACKGROUND:  Lory’s Place is a grief healing and 
education center of Caring Circle, of Spectrum Health 
Lakeland.  Since its opening in 2004 Lory’s Place has 
supported more than 45,000 children and adults after 
the death of a significant person and offered 70 peer 
support groups in Berrien, Cass and Van Buren coun-
ties. Donations and participation in the Run, Walk, 
Rock will make possible these programs and services 
free of charge to those in need. 
 

REGISTRATION: If you have already registered you 
may request a refund or use it toward the new Sep-
tember date. 
 

Everyone is invited to register for this event. To regis-
ter or to print out a registration form check the follow-
ing link: 

 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/SaintJoseph/
LorysPlace5KRunWalkRock 

 
The group name is:  Trinity Lutheran Berrien Springs 
 
The discount code applying to everyone including 
students, staff, church members, family members, etc: 
TRINITY2021 

 
The school that has the most participants will receive 
the “Champions for Children” traveling trophy.  Only   
K-8 students, teachers, staff, and administrators count 
for trophy participation.  You must indicate the school 
and/or grade you’re representing on the registration 
form to count towards this participation award. 

 
 
 
 

Thrivent Grants Needed 
 

We are looking for Thrivent Grants to fund fam-
ily projects and events this summer for our con-
gregation. 
 
If you have any unused grants that you would 
allow the church to use, please contact Sarabeth 
Horton at 269-519-5016.   I will be happy to 
provide the details of how the grant will be used 
and answer any questions you may have. 


