
   June, 2021  Tidings 
“I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. 

For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.” 
 

Many of us pray this prayer each morning commi�ing our body and soul to 

the Lord for safe keeping. We ask that the Lord’s holy angels be with us and 

guard us from the evil foe, from sin, and from harm. Yet, as our day goes on 

the reality is that we fall and fail. The sin that we fight overcomes us.  
 

Yet, as the day comes to an end laying in our beds, we review the day in our heads. If the devil and 

our sinful flesh had its way, our failures and worries would keep us up all night. But, we have one last 

prayer to say, “I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have gracious-

ly kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 

keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your holy angel 

be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.” And then we wake up and begin.  
 

Faith is a daily beginning. It’s also a daily dying to self. But through it all, the rising and the falling, the 

living and the dying, there is always Jesus. His presence, His love, His forgiveness, His angels.  
 

This month the congregation will have a new beginning. We will be worshiping together at 9:15am on 

Sunday morning. We will be gathering together after 14 months of being separated due to Covid. We 

will be working together to support the school, the church, and our ministry in the community. Our 

world, both in the church and in the school, will open up many unforeseen beginnings for all of us.  
 

Through it all, we will do this, day at a time, together. As Pastor and people, living out our faith under 

the watchful eye of Jesus. There will be bumps in the road. We will make mistakes. But I also know 

that along the way we will discover the great love that we have for each other. I know this because 

each morning and evening, the Lord and His angels, are with us that the evil foe may have no power 

over us. Amen.  

Pastor Adams       

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

From the Pastor’s Desk…     
Douglas Adams—Pastor 

Mike Shembarger—Principal 



GIVE GOD GLORY 
 

2 Corinthians 10:17-18 But, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” For it is not the one 
who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends. 
 

God made us with an inclination to glory. It’s as natural as breathing for humans to 
boast and to praise, for we were made to worship. People need to have something to glory in, 
to shine about. The trouble with this is that we can have misguided glory that is often 
turned inward instead of toward God. We can’t continue in this way, full of pride and self, 
above reproach. Because following God means glorifying Him. Even when we have been at-
tacked wrongly. After all wasn’t Jesus spit on, hit, ridiculed and lied about and more? Why 
should we be justified in our anger and bitterness when our Creator, Lord, and God, bore our 
sins on the cross because of His great love. Shouldn’t we respond in the same way in love? 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

 
There have been many times, I’m sorry to say, I have “misplaced my glory.” I’ve placed it 

in myself, and in others, or in all the wrong things. I realized that after many years of bitter-
ness and being offended in the church, resulted in me turning away from God and the church.  
I’m ashamed to say for how many years I couldn’t attend a church because of the hurt I felt.  
After all I was wronged and judged unjustly. So many wasted years in my life, why? Because I 
put my feelings and pride ahead of God and I didn’t follow the example of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. Fortunately, God finally brought me to this church and brought me to my knees and 
said this is enough of fighting me in your self-pity, and bitterness.  At that moment, it was 
made clear to me that I was glorying in myself, I was wrong! The only thing I could do was to 
agree with God and confess my sin to Him. Then, and only then, could God lift me up and dust 
me off and renew me in His Spirit. He can do the same thing for all of us, if we only heed to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. As Christians we are made in the image of God, and a mere reflec-
tion of the authentic One.  Then, and only then, can we glory in Him and Him alone.  
 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the 
strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast 
about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises 
kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord. 
 

We are not to glory in our wisdom, strength or riches. We are to understand and know 
Him.  We are to glory in His lovingkindness, His judgement, and righteousness. When I re-
member that all that I am and all that I have comes from Him, then I can sing His praises! I 
can boast about my King and glory in Him! 

 
We are to glory in the Holy One, giving Him genuine praise and worship. We are to 

make the “glory of God” the definite and conscious aim of our existence. That is why we are 
here, and He made us. 
 

Continued on next page... 



...Continued from previous page 
 

The artist may glory in her painting, The scientist glories in a new discovery. The moth-
er glories in her children. The teacher glories in her students. That’s only natural. Yet as 
Christians, we are to glory in the fact that we know God. After the knowledge of God, all else 
fades into obscurity. Love Him, praise Him, and worship Him! He is our ALL.  

 

Do you desire to know God? Have an unquenchable thirst for Him? If you don’t maybe 
it’s time to examine yourself and find out who your God is. Don’t be afraid to be honest with 
yourself, because it will only free you from the bondage of sin, pain and suffering and lead 
you to joy in serving our Lord. 

 

When the Apostle John gazed upon the glorified Lord, he became as a dead man 
(Revelation 1:17). He was awestruck by the magnificence of His presence. To boast of anyone 
or anything but God is to be spiritually misguided. Isaiah had a similar reaction when in the 
presence of God (Isaiah 6). He was overcome by his uncleanness as he realized the glory of 
One so holy. 

 

We all should be committed to the glory of the One to whom we have entrusted our 
spiritual destiny. He alone deserves the praise; His majesty and power outshine all.  Don’t 
forget about God; give Him honor, reverence, acclaim and praise. He is the exalted One, our 
almighty God, our Savior and Lord.  
  
May God bless our church body as we turn to Him in love and admiration. 
 

Edward Goodman 

Congregation President 

Family Fellowship Hour 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 

 

Please join us for the 

Family Fellowship 

Hour on Sunday, June 6 

immediately following 

the 9:15am Worship 

Service. 

 

Coffee, juice and donuts will be served.   

 

Help us welcome our new members and 

congratulate our graduates! 

Family Lead Service 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 
 

Please help us lead the worship service on Sunday, 

June 13!  We are looking for youth 

and their families to participate in 

and lead the service.  We need help 

with collection baskets, ushering, 

greeting, the projector, and scrip-

ture readers.  If your family would 

like to participate, or have any questions, please 

contact Sarabeth Horton at 269-519-5016.  We will 

meet briefly on Tuesday, June 8 at 6:30pm to dis-

cuss the service.  Dinner will be provided. 



A Note from the Elders 
 
LET US BE AS ONE! 
 
Beginning June 6, Trinity Lutheran Church will be worshipping together in one combined  
service, Sundays at 9:15.  We hope and pray you and your family will attend and be blessed 
to see our entire church TOGETHER as ONE! 
 
Let this be a new beginning in our congregation—a time of meaningful Worship, and learn-
ing about the Lord’s plan for our lives TOGETHER!   As with any new thing, there may be 
some bugs to work out.  We ask for your patience, your prayers, and your support.    
 
But we also need your help.  If you have noticed that someone you used to see at church hasn’t been around in a 
while, give them a nudge.  A phone call, a note, a message on social media—let them know they’ve been missed, 
and tell them about the change in service time.  Invite them to return to worship with us! 
 
Concerns or questions?  Call an Elder. 
 
 Tim Krieger 313-2545 Don Zandarski  921-1761 Dan Knuth  876-7434 
 Jeremy Priest 357-3987      Steve Schlutt   449-8827        Steve Jackson 208-6090 
 

Church Nursery Re-Opening! 
 

Starting Sunday, June 6 the nursery at Trinity will be 
staffed for child drop off during the 9:15am service 
based on need and interest.  Jennifer will plan a craft 
and lesson for ages preschool and under.   
 
In the past, Jennifer has taught the preschool age Bible 
study, and has provided childcare during the new members classes.  Now she will be 
working to make it possible for the youngest of our congregation to have a place to play 
and learn during the worship service.   
 
If you are interested in utilizing the nursery, or have any questions, please contact Jen-
nifer Fentress at 269-519-4465 or jlf3582@yahoo.com.   
 
The nursery will be open and staffed based on need.  Please contact Jennifer in advance 
if you would like to leave your child in the nursery during a Sunday service.  



From the Principal’s Desk...   
 

This year may have been the most unusual school season in the 96 year history of Trinity Lutheran 
School in Berrien Springs. The unprecedented challenges caused by the first pandemic in a century have 
made the culmination a blessing to us all. The students, and particularly this graduating class, have faced 
unimaginable challenges in their educational journey. We hope that the fall brings major changes! 
 
Please continue to offer our graduating students your support through prayer as they now face the uncer-
tainties of moving into high school this fall. I pray that the biblical influence we have established in each 
one continues as they head into this new phase of their lives!  They will always be a part of our history 
and we always welcome them to return to Trinity at any time! 
 
Below are pictures of our eighth grade graduating class for the 2020-21 school year. They are an out-
standing group of young people. I am confident they will have a very successful future. They can 
achieve whatever they choose and will be great ambassadors of our school. I have personally been 
blessed to work with them as a teacher and principal. I will truly miss my daily discussions with each 
one. They are a special group of kids and I wish them nothing but the best. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you all for your continued support of this mission. We are now facing the challenges of this com-
ing fall but are anticipating a growth in enrollment again!  
 
God bless you all for your continued prayers. 
 

Mike Shembarger, Principal 

Adi Hildebrand 
Co-Valedictorian 

Carl Jenkins 

Evan Kring Mitch Nelson 
Salutatorian 

Micah McFarland 
Co-Valedictorian 



June Birthdays  

& Anniversaries 

01—Myrna Brown 
        Byron Cowart 
02—Tracy Marschke 
05—Gregg & Sandy Shunkwiler 
06—Amanda Krause 
        Byron & Amy Cowart 
07—Mara McFarland 
        Rod & Heidi Foster 
09—Barb Emhoff 
        Ruth Krieger 
10—Cindy Marske 
11—Doug & Tracy Marschke 

16—Mike & Ann Gaines 
19—Adam Heimbuch 
        Marcy Rudell 
21—Micah McFarland 
        Pastor & Robyn Adams 
22—Bill Knuth 
        Rachel Newman 
23—Lucas Robison 
26—Mark Carpenter 
        Janet Sherburn 
27—Ralph & Linda Lohraff 
28—LeeAnn Nelson 

Memorials & Special Gifts 
Through May 19, 2021 

• James & Janet Bermingham 
• Sharon Drenchko 
• Don & Pat Geiger 
• Lorayne & Doug 
• Mike & Sandy Stephens 
• Gene & Pat Schmaltz 
• Verna Dubke 
...in memory of Prim Eichberg 
 

• Mike & Sandy Stephens 
...in memory of Ervin Schmaltz 

29—John Larson Junior 
        Taylor Rimpel (Burkhardt) 
        Lou Stelter 
30—Grace Adams 
        Michael Jasper 
        Landon Marschke 
        Erick & Tami Nelson 
 
 



 REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
 

The following is a list of our shut-ins and those currently unable to come to church.  If you 
would like to write them a note or drop a card in the mail, they will enjoy and appreciate 

your thoughtfulness.  If there is a name you think is missing from the list, please contact the 
office or Pastor Adams. 

 
 

 

 Donna Marschke   Wilma Marschke   Norma Stover 
 2277 E. Linco Road   5292 Long Lake Road   114 N. Kimmel Street 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 

 Nancy Whetstone   Mary Kerlikowske   Marilyn Lent 
 Parkside Village   8191 M-139    Golden Age Manor 
 730 N. Spring Road Room 198 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  4167 N. Roosevelt Road 
 Westerville, OH  43082       Stevensville, MI  49127 
 

 Jean Koebel    Martha Wray    Barb Radewald 
 1699 E. John Beers Road  11427 M-140    1117 Broad Street Apt. 6D 
 St. Joseph, MI  49085   Niles, MI  49120   Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 

 Elaine Hoover    Karen Koebel    Marlene Mitchell 
 9300 M– 140    111 Lexington Point Dr. #1  13028 Burgoyne Road 
 Berrien Center, MI  49102  Niles, MI  49120   Buchanan, MI  49107 
 

 Alverda Rudlaff   John & Kate Hebner   Marcina Hoge 
 5743 Orchard Drive   5807 Daniel Boone Trail  4762 Derby Circle 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 

4th of July Shindig!! 
 

With 4th of July falling on a Sunday this year, Trinity would like to host a 
PARTY!  Plan to join the FUN at a picnic lunch and family games following 
the worship service and Bible study.   
 

We would then like to welcome everyone back in the evening to watch the 
fireworks from our parking lot.   
 

In order to make this event a success we need YOU!  We are looking for volunteers to help plan, 
set up, clean up and make food for this event.  More hands make the job easier!  If you feel that 
your talents can be used on this committee, please contact Jennifer Fentress at 269-519-4465.  



The Not So Chatty Spouse 
 

By Sabrina McDonald 
(reprinted with permission www.familylife.com) 

 
 

“I could have told that story with half as many words.” 
 

That’s always my husband’s favorite comment after I tell a story.  I think my version is more interest-
ing (and entertaining).  Robbie finds the details laborious. 
 

He’s the strong silent type.  And I’m...verbal. 
 

When he recalls his day, I push for details—Who was there? What were they wearing? Did he say it 
in that tone? 
 

I, on the other hand, share everything—But then she said… 
 

He often responds, “You do go on.” (So I reward him with the silent treatment.) 
 

If you’re a verbal type like me, a lack of words makes it hard for us to connect in 
marriage.  My husband wants every word to count, but I want him to work through 
his thoughts out loud so I can follow along.  Otherwise, I feel shut out of his life. 
 

So, what can a verbose spouse do to connect with their less-wordy love? 
 

1.  Talk about topics your spouse enjoys. Ask about hobbies, favorite sports 
 teams, television shows, and other passions. 

 

 My husband loves fishing, and even though I know almost nothing about the sport, I love 
 watching him light up when he teaches me about baits and lakes. 
 

2.  Find activities to enjoy together. Conversations come easier when you have shared 
 memories and activities. 
  
 My husband and I recently started a pottery class. We weren’t sure we would like it, but it’s 
 been a blast! It gives us something to look forward to and talk about every week. 
 

Words come easier in a friendship. Romans 12:10 says, “Love one another with brotherly affection. 
Outdo one another in showing honor.” 
 

When you make your conversations more about your spouse, instead of just talking, your marriage 
will grow in both word and strength. 
 

THE GOOD STUFF:  Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future 
(Proverbs 19:20). 
 

ACTION POINTS:  What is more important to you—words or relationship? How is your spouse relat-
ing to you without words? When was the last time you and your spouse participated in a fun activity 
together? Plan something for the coming weeks. Consider one of your spouse’s hobbies you might 
not know much about. 

 
For other articles on marriage visit www.familylife.com 

 
 

 



 
9am-1pm Bridal 

Shower in  
Gathering Place 

 
 

 
9:15am Worship 

 
Adult Bible 

Class follows 
 

Graduation  
Sunday / New 

Member  
Recognition 

 
 

 

June 2021 

 
 
 

 
 

Cardio  
Drumming 

Classes: 
 

Every Tuesday 
& Thursday at 

6pm and  
Saturday at 9am 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

 
 

7pm Worship 

 
TLS—Year End 
School Picnic 

 
 
 
 
 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

 
7pm Elders 

Meeting 

 
 
 

Tidings Articles 
Due by noon 

 
Trustee  

Workday 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm  
Christian School 
Board Meeting 

 

 
6:30pm TLS—
Kindergarten 

Program 
 
 

7pm Trustee 
Meeting 

 
10:30am Men’s 

Bible Study 
 
 
 

7pm Worship 
Service 

 
TLS—Last Day 

of School  
(half day) 

Closing Chapel/
Awards 

 
Office Closed at 

Noon 

 
9:15am Worship 
(Family Lead 

Service) 
 

Adult Bible 
Class follows 

 
 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

 
 

7pm Worship 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

 
 

7pm Worship 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

 
 

7pm Worship 

 
 
 

 
9:15am Worship 

 
Adult Bible 

Class follows 
 

Happy Father’s 
Day! 

 
9:15am Worship 

 
Adult Bible 

Class follows 
 
 



Articles and Calendar  

dates for the July  

Tidings are due by  

June 15, 2021 at noon. 

Service Person for  

June— 
 

 

Chris Heckathorne 
4635 Gore Apt. 73 
Lawton, OK 73505 
 

 Please consider sending Chris a note of   
encouragement during this month. 

 

Lory’s Place 
Run, Walk, and Rock 

Saturday, May 15 
Postponed until September 11 

 
WHO: Trinity Lutheran community 
 

WHAT: Lory’s Place – 15th annual 5K Run, Walk, 
 and Rock 
 5K Run or Walk virtual option available 
 
WHEN: Saturday, September 11, 2021 – 8:30am 
 
WHERE: Lory’s Place – 445 Upton Drive 
 St. Joseph, Michigan 
 
DETAILS: Participation encouraged by  
 TLS Student Council 
 
BACKGROUND:  Lory’s Place is a grief healing and 
education center of Caring Circle, of Spectrum Health 
Lakeland.  Since its opening in 2004 Lory’s Place has 
supported more than 45,000 children and adults after 
the death of a significant person and offered 70 peer 
support groups in Berrien, Cass and Van Buren coun-
ties. Donations and participation in the Run, Walk, 
Rock will make possible these programs and services 
free of charge to those in need. 
 

REGISTRATION: If you have already registered you 
may request a refund or use it toward the new Sep-
tember date. 
 

Everyone is invited to register for this event. To regis-
ter or to print out a registration form check the follow-
ing link: 

 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/SaintJoseph/
LorysPlace5KRunWalkRock 

 
The group name is:  Trinity Lutheran Berrien Springs 
 
The discount code applying to everyone including 
students, staff, church members, family members, etc: 
TRINITY2021 

 
The school that has the most participants will receive 
the “Champions for Children” traveling trophy.  Only   
K-8 students, teachers, staff, and administrators count 
for trophy participation.  You must indicate the school 
and/or grade you’re representing on the registration 
form to count towards this participation award. 

 
 
 
 

Thrivent Grants Needed 
 

We are looking for Thrivent Grants to fund fam-
ily projects and events this summer for our con-
gregation. 
 
If you have any unused grants that you would 
allow the church to use, please contact Sarabeth 
Horton at 269-519-5016.   I will be happy to 
provide the details of how the grant will be used 
and answer any questions you may have. 


