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     “Return to the Lord your God,” the congregation sings before the 

Gospel reading to mark the season of Lent. This particular Lenten sea-

son, we will focus on God’s historic call to His people to repent and the 

things that might get in the way of us returning to God. Even if our de-

sire is to return to God, there are many stumbling blocks, not the least 

of which is ourselves. That is the subject of our Lenten theme this year as 

we dive into God’s Holy Word and consider carefully the distinct diffi-

culty experienced by the people we encounter in each biblical narrative. 

 

      We will also explore in each midweek service how that particular 

difficulty might be keeping us from returning to God or, equally im-

portant, how God may be using that very difficultly to draw us to Him. 

Whatever the case may be, it is always God’s desire to be our God and for us to be His people (Jeremiah 

31:33).  

 

In many ways, this is a very timely study after the whole world experienced a time of plague and social 

distancing last year during Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and beyond. That holy season was unlike anything we 

had ever experienced. It was a time when God, during the season of Lent, was clearly calling to us and 

saying once again, “Return to the Lord your God.” Throughout the Scriptures, God has time and time 

again called His people Israel back to Him. 

 

It will be interesting, and perhaps also challenging, for us to look back at the COVID-19 outbreak and 

see ourselves in the place of the biblical people we will be studying. How did we handle things when we 

didn’t really understand what was going on? Did the event itself, and the challenges and complications it 

presented in our lives, cause us to draw further away from God or to “return to the Lord our God”? 

 

     I invite you join us once again through in-person worship as we continue our Lenten journey to 

“Return to the Lord”. We will explore and try to answer these questions and many others through these 

sessions: A Call to Return; Prayer; Betrayal; False Witness; Denial; The Kingdom of God; and The Resur-

rection and You: Come and See. As we do, we remember in faith to “return to the LORD your God, for He 

is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Joel 2:13). I look forward to see-

ing you all as we “Return to the Lord”.  

 

Pastor Adams       

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

From the Pastor’s Desk…     

Douglas Adams—Pastor 
Mike Shembarger—Principal 



GOD NEVER FORGETS YOU 
 

Isaiah 49:14-16 But Zion said, The Lord has forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me. (15) Can a 
mother forget the baby at her breast, and have no compassion on the child she has borne? 
Though she may forget, I will not forget you. (16) See, I have engraved you on the palms of my 
hands; your walls (the ruined walls of Jerusalem) are ever before me.” 
 

No matter what your situation is in your life, the Lord is with you. No matter how hard your 
day, year or decade has been, the Lord Jesus has walked through it with you. God will not for-
get you. Remember this when you’re at wit’s end and you don’t think you can handle it all. 
 

It’s a constant reminder that God is always with you, to comfort, protect, and love you as a 
mother loves her child. Without fail, God will remember you. This should bring you great com-
fort and peace within. Your image is ever before God, inscribed in His memory, until that day 
when your image becomes reality in heaven and you will be in God’s presence forever. You are 
God’s beloved child. 
 

Whatever your circumstances, surrender to God and ask Him for grace to deal with it. If you’re 
especially saddened and distressed, pray for His grace constantly throughout the day. He will 
hear you. 
 

Perhaps hopelessness has invaded your thinking because of your difficulty. Maybe depression 
has overtaken you, and you don’t know where to turn. Turn to Christ, first of all, and get the 
help you need from a Stephen Minister or a seasoned Christian counselor. If you need help let 
our Pastor know. You don’t have to be ashamed of asking for help. 
 

Romans 15:13 says “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Do you see the key words to 
our peace and joy in this passage? “As we trust in Him”  —not trust in our bank account, not 

trust in our government leaders, not trust in anything but Him.  
 

I don’t know what the future holds for us, but I do know who holds the future. Let’s carry all of 
our burdens to Him, and pray Lord I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief.  
 

We have God’s promises; we have the promise of heaven. Jesus, our Savior shed His blood for 
us so that we as believers could live forever in heaven with Him. We have this hope “as an an-
chor of the soul, both sure and steadfast” (Hebrews 6:19). Hold on to that hope! 
 

I want to encourage you all to come back. It’s time to come back to Church. It’s time to come 
back to the Lord. Hunger and desire His Word. There are many opportunities at our church— 
men and women midweek Bible studies, Sunday morning Bible studies. If you have any ques-
tions about the church or school and desire information on times and dates please call the 
Church office 269-473-1811 and they will be very happy to help you.  
 

Come back, get to know our awesome God. He loves you, and so do we at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. He is calling you. Matthew 11:28 says: “Come to me, all you who are weary and bur-
dened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 
 

We are praying that God will give you the encouragement you need to come back to Him. We 
miss you and care about you. 
 

Your brother in Christ Jesus and Congregation President, 
 

Edward Goodman 



 
February Council Report 

 

As this article was submitted before our Voters’ meeting on February 
23rd, I will not be redundant with the information that was shared. If you 
were unable to come to the meeting you can request for the reports from 
the church office and they will be happy to share them with you. 
 

• Finances—So far so good. The PPP Federal stimulus grant and 
State grants have helped us weather the storm. I am so thankful for Financial Offic-
ers and Church staff for their continued attentiveness and awareness of our financial 
condition. As you know membership and attendance has declined over the past year 
and our only hope for our future is to turn that around. 

 

• Trinity Lutheran School—It’s such a joy to see the video of all of the children attend-
ing our school. What a ministry we have, that we can be very proud of as a congrega-
tion! These children will have a future impact on our community, church and nation. 
I am so thankful for the teachers, principal and staff we have working for us. They 
truly care about our kids. I am happy to report that our Principal is meeting with ar-
ea Lutheran School Principals on a weekly basis discussing ways we can share re-
sources and promote Lutherans schools in Berrien County.  

 

• Pastor and Elders—Are working on training and addressing Policy and Procedures, 
Job Descriptions, and meeting the needs of our congregation. 

 

• Stewardship Board—is not functioning at this time as we need people who are willing 
to serve in this capacity. So, if this is a board you would like information on, please 
contact Congregation Vice-President Stan Aldrich. 

 

• Christian (Education) Discipleship Board—At this time is in the planning stage for the 
future of Trinity, Youth Sunday School and more. 

 

• Trustee Board—After a hectic start of the school year and preparation, grass cutting, 
and parking lot snow removal has been a top priority. Lighting has been upgraded in 
the parking lot with LED lights. The lower level of the church is being surveyed for 
things we don’t need or use to make space for the future of our church, so we can 
use the space effectively and possibly have space for rental for extra income as what 
was voted on at a previous voters’ meeting. We have adopted a rental policy to ad-
dress that need. Shelves are being installed in the old boiler room for storage and or-
ganizing so we can find what we need easily when we need it. So, we won’t make un-
necessary purchases.  

 
Your Church Officers and Staff have been busy identifying our duties and responsibilities to 
you as a congregation and to the Lord. Examining our lives to see if we are walking in step 
with His Word, and adjusting our lives and actions if not. We ask that you do the same in 
your duties and responsibilities to the church and God. Pray for us as we plan for the future 
of Trinity Lutheran Church and School with your help and support.  

 
 



From the Principal’s Desk...   
 
Every year we celebrate “National Lutheran Schools Week” to recognize the historical 
significance of Lutheran education around the country. Yearly we work with Christ Lu-
theran in Stevensville and Trinity, St. Joseph as partners in Chapel on Friday of that 
week. This year we were unable to meet collectively in person due to the pandemic. 
However, we were able to video our services and share them through social media with 
our partner schools. It is always exciting to see the kids and employees from all three 
schools worship together. Under the current circumstances it was not possible. We look 
forward to a more “normal” program next year. 
 
The students and staff at Trinity Berrien Springs were involved in a number of activities 
throughout the week of January 25 through the 29th. Monday students participated in “Crazy Hair Day,” Tuesday 
was “Comfy Cozy Dress,” Wednesday was “Color Day” and Thursday was “School Spirit Day.” Students and staff 
were involved in a number of fun, team building activities and these were great experiences for our students. 
 
Below are pictures of our student activities throughout the week: 

 

 

We are continuing with “in person instruction” and have been blessed to have few problems with the COVID 19  
Virus. Continue to pray for our school and thank you again for your support of this important mission. 

God Bless 
Mike Shembarger, Principal 



Lenten & Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

 
Midweek Services—March 3, 10, 17, & 24 

 

Worship at 7pm 
 
 

Maundy Thursday—April 1 
 

Worship with Communion at 7pm 
 
 

Good Friday—April 2 
 

Worship at 7pm 
 
 

Holy Saturday—April 3 
 

Baptism renewal and remembrance at 7pm 
 
 

Easter Sunday—April 4 
 

Sunrise Service at 7am 
Worship Service at 10:30am 

 

Life is messy. The house, the car, the teenager’s room, the tod-

dler’s face are all a mess. Life is messy. The world is in chaos, the 

work place drama, the elderly in the nursing home, the sight and 

sound of the death bed. Life is messy.  

 

Into this messy world, Christ came. He was born in a chaotic 

time in history, to a poor family, in a smelling barn, to a rebel-

lious people.  Life is messy, so our Messiah cast out demons, took on the pain and suffering of sinners, 

was stricken, smitten and afflicted for our sin. Life is messy, so Jesus was crucified, died and was buried 

for us.  

 

Life is messy. But in faith, Jesus takes our messy life and washes, cleans, forgives, and heals you and 

me. Rejoice. Life is messy, but we have a God who has rolled up His shelves and has gotten them 

bloody and dirty for us. Life is messy, but in Christ we are made clean.  



March Birthdays  

& Anniversaries 

01—Kate Jasper 
02—Loreen Geisler 
05—Jennifer Fentress 
        Holly Schlutt 
06—Prim Eichberg 
        Marty Rudlaff 
09—Steve Schlutt 
11—Jean McNitt 
13—Jaxon Larson 
14—Jackie Goodman 
        Dori Schlutt 
17—Patricia Bradfield 

18—Heidi Foster 
        Blake Rudlaff 
        Trevor Schacknies 
        Paul Toliver 
        Steve & Laura Jackson 
21—Gene Schmaltz 
23—Michael Kemp 
24—Mary Jane Rudlaff 
25—Nascha Carlson 
        Linda Keigley 
        Jack & Pam Baker 
28—Mike McElligott 

Memorials & Special Gifts 
Through February 21, 2021 

• Delores Hildebrand 
...in memory of Ron Vorrath 
 

• John & Kate Hebner 
...in memory of Gary Wolf 
 

• Barb Priest 
• John & Kate Hebner 
...in memory of Barb Quiriconi 

30—Gregg Shunkwiler 
31—Becky Walter 
 



REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 

 
The following is a list of our shut-ins and those currently unable to come to church.  If you 

would like to write them a note or drop a card in the mail, they will enjoy and appreciate your 
thoughtfulness.  If there is a name you think is missing from the list, please contact the office 

or Pastor Adams. 
 
 
 

 Donna Marschke   Wilma Marschke   Norma Stover 
 2277 E. Linco Road   5292 Long Lake Road   114 N. Kimmel Street 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 
 Nancy Whetstone   Bob & Claudia Jackson  Barb Radewald 
 346 E. Washington   3093 Riverview Lane   1117 Broad Street Apt. 6D 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Benton Harbor, MI  49022  St. Joseph, MI  49085 
 
 Jean Koebel    Martha Wray    Marilyn Lentz 
 1699 E. John Beers Road  11427 M-140    4167 N. Roosevelt Road 
 St. Joseph, MI  49085   Niles, MI  49120   Stevensville, MI  49127 
 
 Elaine Hoover    Karen Koebel    Marlene Mitchell 
 9300 M– 140    111 Lexington Point Dr. #1  13028 Burgoyne Road 
 Berrien Center, MI  49102  Niles, MI  49120   Buchanan, MI  49107 
 
 Alverda Rudlaff   John & Kate Hebner   Marcina Hoge 
 5743 Orchard Drive   5807 Daniel Boone Trail  4762 Derby Circle 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 
 Mary Kerlikowske       
 8191 M-139       
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103      

What is Lent? 
 

What is the purpose and focus of Lent, really?  As Christians, Lent is our time to more deeply 

contemplate the life, ministry, sufferings and death of our Savior Jesus.  To learn of His time on 

earth…to study and understand His ministry…to walk with Him in Bible study, and see Him heal 

the afflicted, cast out demons, teach us about the Kingdom of Heaven, and to free us from sin.  

It’s a time to look inside ourselves, and examine our hearts.  A time to ask the Holy Spirit to re-

veal our sins, to repent of our sins, and to ask for and receive forgiveness. In short, it’s a time to 

devote ourselves to drawing closer to God.   
 

Lent is the path that leads directly to the cross. And of course, it is also the path that leads directly to Easter and His 

Resurrection!  We will celebrate and adore our Lord all the more then…but first, Lent.   
 

Look inside yourself.  Ask those deep questions.  Have I been withholding forgiveness, or carrying a grudge?  Am I 

contributing to the body of believers at Trinity Lutheran Church, by serving in some way and attending Worship 

regularly?  Am I clinging to that secret sin that is found in my secret place?  Have my words been a blessing, or 

have I hurt others with them?  Be open to God’s voice inside, and be willing to make the changes He would reveal 

to you.  Please join us Wednesday evenings for Lenten services at 7pm, as we share the message of repentance and 

redemption. 
 

Need help?  Need direction?  Need to talk?  Call an Elder.   

 Tim Krieger  313-2545   Jeremy Priest  357-3987 

 Don Zandarski 921-1761   Steve Schlutt  449-8827 

 Dan Knuth  876-7434   Steve Jackson  208-6090 



I Do Everyday: When No One Else Sees You 
 

By Sabrina McDonald 
(reprinted with permission www.familylife.com) 

 
 
Sometimes I feel taken for granted by the people I love the most.  I sweep the floor, take out the trash, 
wash dishes...and it feels like no one notices. 
 
And  it’s no wonder. As soon as I’m finished, another pile of work suddenly appears, waiting for its turn. 
 
I was having one of those days not long ago.  And right in the middle of my woe-is-me rant, God whis-
pered to my heart, “I see it, Sabrina.” 
 
The God of the universe, the One who gives life to babies, performs miracle heal-
ings, comforts the dying and the grieving, listens to the prayers of millions...He cares 
about me and my housework? 
 
God cares about the minute details of our lives. 
 
He cares for each little sparrow that falls to the ground, and Jesus said, “you are 
more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows” (Matthews 10:31 NLT). 
 
He collects all our tears (Psalm 56:8), and He has every hair on our heads counted 
(Matthew 10:30). 
 
That encourages me.  It makes me want to do a good job because even my mundane household du-
ties are an offering to God—whether a spouse or a hangry teenager notices or not.  Colossians 3:17 
says, “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him.” 
 
So, on those days when I feel like no one notices all the little things that evaporate all my free time, I 
look up and remember God sees me, and He’s pleased.  That’s all that really matters. 
 
THE GOOD STUFF: So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. (1 
Corinthians 10:31) 
 
ACTION POINTS:  
• Write the Bible verses above on a sticky note and place them in the kitchen or laundry room to    

encourage you. 
• Use your household chores as a time of prayer. While folding laundry, pray for each family member. 

While washing dishes, thank God for all His gifts. 
• What chores do you take for granted from your spouse? How can you show your appreciation to-

day? 
For other articles on marriage visit www.familylife.com 



 
Trustee Workday 

 
 

9am Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 

 
9am Cardio 

Drumming Class 

 
8 & 10:30am 

Worship 

 

8 & 10:30am 
Worship 

 

 
8 & 10:30am 

Worship 
 

TLS Participa-
tion Sunday 

 
8 & 10:30am 

Worship 
 
 

 
TLS  

Little Caesars’ 
Fundraiser  
Kick Off 

 

 
10:30am  

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
10:30am 

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

10:30am 
Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

6:30pm Christian 
School Board 

Meeting 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
TLS LaBraid 
Orders Due 

 
7pm Worship 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

7pm Worship 

10:30am 
Men’s Bible 

Study 
 

TLS Little  
Caesar Orders 

Due 
 

7pm Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 

March 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
Tidings Articles 

Due by noon 
 

 

 
 

7pm Elders 
Meeting 

 
9am Cardio 

Drumming Class 

 
9am Cardio 

Drumming Class 
 

Steve Wedde 
Wedding 

 
10:30am 

 Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
6pm Cardio 

Drumming Class 
 

7pm Trustee 
Meeting 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 

7pm Worship 

 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

 
10:30am  

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 

7pm Worship 

 
 
 
 

Wondering what’s going  

on at Trinity?   

Search Trinity Lutheran Church 

and School and click “Like” for up 

to date reminders of happenings at  
the school and church. 



Service Person for  

March— 
 

 

Michael Eichberg 
Unit 159222-7 (b.co) 
APO APP 96273 
 

 Please consider sending Michael a note of 
encouragement during this month. 

Articles and Calendar  

dates for the April  

Tidings are due by  

March 19, 2021 at noon. 

 

Lory’s Place 
Run, Walk, and Rock 

Saturday, May 15 
 

WHO: Trinity Lutheran community 
 

WHAT: Lory’s Place – 15th annual 5K Run, Walk, 
 and Rock 
 5K Run or Walk virtual option available 
 
WHEN: Saturday, May 15, 2021 – 8:30am 
 
WHERE: Lory’s Place – 445 Upton Drive 
 St. Joseph, Michigan 
 
DETAILS: Participation encouraged by  
 TLS Student Council 
 
BACKGROUND:  Lory’s Place is a grief healing and 
education center of Caring Circle, of Spectrum Health 
Lakeland.  Since its opening in 2004 Lory’s Place has 
supported more than 45,000 children and adults after 
the death of a significant person and offered 70 peer 
support groups in Berrien, Cass and Van Buren coun-
ties. Donations and participation in the Run, Walk, 
Rock will make possible these programs and services 
free of charge to those in need. 
 

REGISTRATION: 
∗ $25.00 by March 31 ($20 with discount code listed below.) 

∗ $30.00 April 1-30  ($25 with discount code listed below.) 

∗ $35.00 May 1-13  ($30 with discount code listed below.) 

∗ $40.00 May 14-15  (No discount available.) 
 

T-shirts are guaranteed to all participants registered 
before April 30. 
 

Paid registration by May 13 includes entry into the 
rocking chair raffle. 
 
Everyone is invited to register for this event. To regis-
ter or to print out a registration form check the follow-
ing link: 

 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/SaintJoseph/
LorysPlace5KRunWalkRock 

 
The group name is:  Trinity Lutheran Berrien Springs 
 
The discount code applying to everyone including 
students, staff, church members, family members, etc: 
TRINITY2021 

 
The school that has the most participants will receive 
the “Champions for Children” traveling trophy.  Only K-
8 students, teachers, staff, and administrators count 
for trophy participation.  You must indicate the school 
and/or grade you’re representing on the registration 
form to count towards this participation award. 


