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Tidings 
 

 
 

I’m Baptized—Now What? 
 

The sacrament of Holy Baptism is the means by which the Holy Spirit plants faith in 

the hearts of those who are baptized.  Through His Word, connected with simple 

water, God forgives sins, delivers from death and the devil, and grants eternal salva-

tion to those who receive it.  So great and effective is this sacrament that even in-

fants are made members of God’s family of believers through it. 
 

Too often, however, baptism is seen as an end in itself—a spiritual insurance policy 

that, once in affect, guarantees a life of piety and godliness.  It is true that the faith 

generated in baptism is complete and effectual.  “Baptism does also now save us,” Peter writes (1 Peter 3:21).  

But just as a wedding is only the beginning of a life-long marriage, so baptism is only the start of an eternal rela-

tionship with Christ.  How can Christian families secure for their children the full range of blessings God has in 

mind for those He welcomes into His Kingdom through baptism?  After the ceremony, after the houseful of rel-

atives go home, when the baptism certificate is carefully tucked away in the baby book, then what? 
 

Here are some suggestions for celebrating your child’s new life in Christ every day, claiming the blessings God 

has already given. 
 

1. Celebrate your child’s baptism birthday.  If a baptism candle was given to you as part of the baptism service, 

light it each year. 

2. Look up your own baptism certificate or the certificates of grandparents and other relatives.  Some of them 

are works of art.  Talk about what it was like in those days and about your family’s heritage of faith. 

3. Continue to nurture your child’s spiritual growth by daily devotions, prayers, attendance in Sunday School 

and church.  Be careful that the books you select are doctrinally correct.  Do not confuse “Christianity” (a 

ceremony at which a child is named) or “dedication” with the sacrament of baptism.  Keep the commitment 

you made as part of the baptism liturgy. 

4. Refer to your child’s baptism as part of his/her confirmation celebration.  Display baptism pictures and me-

mentos.  Reminisce. Thank God for His faithfulness in bringing your child to the next phase of spiritual 

growth. 

5. Refer to your child’s baptism at times of doubt or trouble.  Let God’s promises assure you that He claimed 

your child as His own. 
 

Luther encourages us to renew our baptism vows daily, drowning the “old Adam” and rising, cleansed and em-

powered, to live that day as heirs of eternal life.  Let your children see the power of God’s Word unleased in 

your life as you encourage and remind them daily that they, too, are baptized children of God. 
 

Pastor Adams       

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

From the Pastor’s Desk…     

Douglas Adams—Pastor 
Mike Shembarger—Principal 



 

GOD IS ALWAYS THERE 
(January Council Devotion) 

 
Joshua 1:5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with  
Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.  
 
Hebrews 13:5-6 “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you 
have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we may boldly say: 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”  
 
Think about the wonderful comfort that we can find in God's promise --- “I will never leave you, 
nor forsake you.”  You can have tremendous peace and well-being as you go through this life. 
Does this mean you will not suffer or have unhappiness? No. But, you can always know that 
the Lord is with you, ready to be your help in time of trouble. Joshua found this comfort too, 
and he would certainly need it in the days ahead. He would face new challenges as the respon-
sibility of leadership fell on his shoulders, placing new burdens on him that he had yet to bear. 
His faith would be greatly tried in Jericho, then Ai, and many other cities, as the Israelites 
pressed into Canaan. Yet he could face all these experiences, and even respond to them in a 
positive way, because God had said, “I will be with you.” And he believed it and trusted God to 
carry him through, no matter what the circumstances. 
 
God didn't forget Moses, and he didn't forget his new leader, Joshua, either. He makes a prom-
ise, telling him, “as I was with Moses so I will be with you...” He was preparing Joshua to be a 
leader. And the only way we can lead is to know God (by studying His Word), believe God (by 
being obedient to His Word), and trusting God for the result.  
 
Joshua did not seek a place of leadership, but he was called and trained by God to be a succes-
sor to Moses. Joshua knew the rigors of slavery (the bondage, and demands of the taskmaster) 
in Egypt. He also knew how to obey orders as he served with Moses. He had courage to face the 
enemy and faith to believe God for victory. His given name was Hoshea (which means Salva-
tion), but Moses changed it to Joshua (which means Jehovah's Salvation). Even Joshua's name 
reminded people that he had faith in God.  
 
You can be assured; God will not fail you or ever forget you. He even gives you the seal of the 
Holy Spirit of promise to indwell you in your Christian walk.  
 
He provided for every need of the Israelites, and He does the same for you today. He won't for-
sake you. Don't forget God and attempt to work out your problems on your own; however, if you 
do this and fail, God is faithful and will be there.  
 

If you can't seem to believe God is always with you, pray to have faith that overcomes this un-

belief. Ask and you shall receive. 

Whoever you are --- God's presence is with you. Always.  

Your Brother in Jesus Christ, 
 

Edward Goodman 
Congregation President 
 

Continued on the next page... 



...Continued from previous page 
 

Council Report 
 

♦ Council meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month at 7p.m at the Church. 
All Church members are welcome to attend. If you would like to make a comment or be 
heard and placed on the agenda, please contact Ed Goodman (Congregation President) at 
269-782-3947 or edhere4u@gmail.com  

 
♦ Upcoming Voters Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 23rd, at 7p.m. Look for 

the Agenda to be posted at the Church by Tuesday, February 9th. 
 
♦ Financials: According to the Financial Secretary and the Treasurer, at this time we are fis-

cally sound and offerings have exceeded our budgeted expectations. Of course, you know 
our giving fluctuates through the year. But this December’s giving exceeded last year’s so 
that is a good sign we’re on the right track and rebuilding here at Trinity. 

 

♦ The Elders are working on making closer connections with our con-
gregation and being there to comfort and pray and care for the sheep 
they are shepherding. They ask for your prayers for insight, for their 
maturity in the Word of God and willingness to serve to the best of their 
ability. 
 

♦ The Christian (Education) Discipleship Board has all new members with Sarabeth Horton 
at the helm. I’m very excited about this board, and I know they are chomping at the bit to 
get Bible Studies and Sunday School going again. This Board will be looking at ways to 
work with the Elders and Christian School Board as far as reaching out to unchurched 
parents in the Early Childhood Program and assimilating new members and discipleship.  

 

♦ The Christian School Board is working to make our school the safest and healthiest 
school in the area. They purchased and installed germ killing devices in all heating vents 
throughout the school which kills 99.9% of all airborne germs. Our custodian worked extra 
hours over Christmas break to deep clean all areas of the school and daycare. And we are 
currently advertising for more daycare workers and have a chance to expand our child 
numbers if we can find the staff. So, if you know of anyone skilled in this area, please have 
them pick up an application.  

 

♦ The Trustees have a meeting every first Tuesday of the month at 7p.m. and then a Satur-
day work day on the second Saturday after the Tuesday meeting. It’s always great to hear 
we have good turn out by the Trustees. We have been working on projects at the school 
and starting to gear up for projects at the Church. You should see a lot of improvement of 
the lighting around the Church and Parking lot area as we are updating our parking lot 
lighting. 

 
♦ As a Council we have updated our School/Church Rental Policy, and are working on the 

School Principal Job Description, Pastor Job Description and Personnel Files on all em-
ployees.  

 
Please continue to pray for Trinity Lutheran Church Congregation and Leadership as we ad-
dress many areas of our church and school and bring it into conformity with the Word of God to 
His Glory.          



From the Principal’s Desk...   
 
February marks the start of the second semester at our school. The first half of this year has been very challenging 
but the staff, students, and parents have pulled together in an outstanding manner. We have all worked closely to-
gether to manage the Covid 19 pandemic. We have had few issues and have been able to teach “in person” the entire 
school year. Our daycare continues to be open and we are close to adding new children in the program. We are mak-
ing some small gains in finding new daycare employees, which has proven to be difficult over the past three years. 
During the next semester we will continue to work toward a brighter future as we manage the current situation.  
 

Over the winter months, the Trinity Christian School Board, staff, and I will begin to look toward the fall. We will 
start the process of updating all aspects of our current school improvement plan. We 
have accomplished a majority of the items listed when the plan was first put in place. It 
is now time to update the plan for a brighter future for the school and church. 
 

One area we will be studying is adding new programs in the fall. The concept is to offer 
additional activities that are unique in comparison to other local schools. This will in-
crease our ability to grow the overall enrollment numbers, and continue to bring the 
overall cost of running the school down. Programs being studied include: 
 

• After school homework programs to support students in the community who need 
extra help. 

• Live streamed math lessons for students who do not attend Trinity for a tuition fee. 
We would originally focus on grades 5-8 with this concept. We will be surveying and marketing the ideas to see 
if there is interest within the community. 

• Adopting the “Great Start Readiness Program” as part of our current preschool program. This would increase the 
overall preschool student population in the school, significantly increase income, and establish a larger pool of 
potential kindergarten students for the following year. The Christian School Board has worked with the council 
to show how we will not lose control of our mission in working with the state. We will share more information 
with the members as soon as we are able. Some Lutheran Schools around the state have moved into this program 
successfully and I have operated this program at Berrien Springs Public Schools. 

• Find a consistent program/ personnel to teach Spanish or a second language to all students more intentionally. 
• Work closely with other area Lutheran Schools to analyze the possibility of combining services etc. 
• Advertising / Marketing more aggressively, particularly in the southern part of the county. 
• Determining the possibility of hiring a full time teacher to teach virtually for students who are homeschooled for 

tuition. 
• Work closer with other local churches to recruit students/families from congregations that do not have a school. 
 

The teaching staff and daycare staff will be working with me to establish new goals for academics and daycare 
instruction too. We have upgraded our Science instruction this year and coordinating our academic standards.  
We have also continued to work on improving writing and reading. 
 

This past week we celebrated, “National Lutheran Schools Week” with a variety of activities for our students. We  
participated in a variety of activities and held chapel service on Friday, January 29, virtually with 
other local schools.  The next addition of “Tidings” will feature pictures and activities from this  
special week. It is good for our students to learn some of the history  
of the Lutheran faith and about our school’s past. 
 

We will continue to serve the families, students, and members to  
the best of our ability. By keeping a laser focus on the future, and  
by driving to work in a continual improvement program, we feel  
confident about our future. As always, we thank the members for  
your support of this important mission.  
 

Please continue to pray for our school as we take on some new  
challenges.  
 
God Bless 
Mike Shembarger, Principal 



Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

Ash Wednesday—February 17 
 

Worship at 7pm with Communion and  
the Imposition of Ashes 

 
Lenten Midweek Services—February 24, March 3, 10, 17, & 24 

 

Worship at 7pm 
 

Easter Sunday—April 4* 
 

*We will announce Holy Week and Easter Service schedules in the March Tidings due to any possible changes 
in COVID procedures that might affect worship times. 

TLS News 
 
The TLS students and staff celebrated National Lutheran Schools Week 
the week of January 25-29.  The week’s theme was Sent to Serve 
(Matthew 20:28).  Nationally the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod serves 
180,000 students and 21,655 teachers in 1,914 schools. 
 
During the week the TLS students and staff enjoyed various activities   
including Dress Up Days (Crazy Hair and Mismatch Day, Comfy and Cozy Day, Class Color Day, and 
Spirit Day), a movie day, and various other activities to celebrate the uniqueness in being a part of a Lutheran 
school. 
 
The TLS students want to thank the members of Trinity Lutheran and “our” school.  It takes many con-
cerned congregational members, hardworking school families, energetic volunteers, a supportive Christian 
School Board, a tireless Board of Trustees and dedicated staff all working together to provide for each and 
every student. 



February Birthdays  

& Anniversaries 

01—Luke Carlson 
        Darlene Rector 
        Frank Shoop 
02—Amy Cowart 
03—Christa Bartley 
04—Julie Jasper  
10—Shelley Newman 
        Alverda Rudlaff 
11—Faith Bartley 
14—Patty Klug 
        Patrice Lohraff 
        Deb Wedde 

15—Stephanie Dillon 
        Sharon Harner 
        Carl Jenkins 
        Cindy Rose 
18—Sam McElligott 
19—Gloria Bell 
        Jean Koebel 
        Steve Reitz 
20—Gene & Pat Schmaltz 
        Lance & Tory Parrish 
21—Nancy Carpenter 
        Kara Wissing 

Memorials & Special Gifts 
Through January 27, 2021 

• Marcina Hoge 
...in memory of Gregg Dilley 
 

• Thomas & Margaret Hough 
• Stan & Joanne Aldrich 
...in memory of Gary Wolf 
 

• Barb Radewald 
• Nancy Whetstone 
• Kelley Schueler 
...in memory of Barb Quiriconi 
 

• Donald & Diana Kamp 
...in memory of Ron & Ruth Vorrath 
 

• Nancy Whetstone 
...in memory of Matthew Heimbuch 
 

• Dorothy Schwolow 
...in memory of Walter Duschek 

22—Nathan Marschke 
26—Erna Rudlaff 
28—Pastor Adams 
        Karen Burkhardt 
        Jim Morton 

• Shirley Hildebrand 
• Robert & Patricia Hauch 
• Mildred Klug 
• Barbara Norton 
• Pat Michael 
• Timothy & Vanessa Mummaw 
• Carol Gulliver 
• Jeanine Larson 
• Don & Michele Zandarski 
• Barb Radewald 
• Marcina Hoge 
• Gene & Pat Schmaltz 
• Dennis Metz 
• Diane Skibbe 
• John & Kate Hebner 
• Warren & Sandy Backus 
• Nancy Whetstone 
...in memory of Ron Vorrath 



REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 

 
The following is a list of our shut-ins and those currently unable to come to church.  If you 

would like to write them a note or drop a card in the mail, they will enjoy and appreciate your 
thoughtfulness.  If there is a name you think is missing from the list, please contact the office 

or Pastor Adams. 
 
 
 

 Donna Marschke   Wilma Marschke   Norma Stover 
 2277 E. Linco Road   5292 Long Lake Road   114 N. Kimmel Street 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 
 Nancy Whetstone   Bob & Claudia Jackson  Gene & Pat Schmaltz 
 346 E. Washington   3093 Riverview Lane   2025 Rocky Weed Drive 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Benton Harbor, MI  49022  Berrien Springs, MI 49103 
 
 Jean Koebel    Martha Wray    Marilyn Lentz 
 1699 E. John Beers Road  11427 M-140    4167 N. Roosevelt Road 
 St. Joseph, MI  49085   Niles, MI  49120   Stevensville, MI  49127 
 
 Elaine Hoover    Karen Koebel    Marlene Mitchell 
 9300 M– 140    111 Lexington Point Dr. #1  13028 Burgoyne Road 
 Berrien Center, MI  49102  Niles, MI  49120   Buchanan, MI  49107 
 
 Alverda Rudlaff   John & Kate Hebner   Marcina Hoge 
 5743 Orchard Drive   5807 Daniel Boone Trail  4762 Derby Circle 
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
 
 Mary Kerlikowske   Barb Radewald    
 8191 M-139    1117 Broad Street Apt. 6D   
 Berrien Springs, MI  49103  St. Joseph, MI  49085    

Where is the Pastor? 
 

Trinity is blessed to have a great Pastor in Douglas Adams.  Whether preaching, teaching, leading a Bible study, or 

counseling members, Pastor Adams brings solid leadership experience and proper Biblical prospective to us.  But 

we only have ONE Pastor, and as flexible as he may be, he can’t be everywhere all the time.  He also has a family 

and needs to be a husband, a dad and a son.  The Elders want to remind you that when you can’t reach Pastor   

Adams, to please call one of the Elders (contact information is listed below).  They are available for prayer, discus-

sion, help and assistance.  They can also inform Pastor of your situation and arrange for a visit or call with him. 
 

∗ Need help with a personal issue?     Call an Elder 

∗ Need to ask about something at church?    Call an Elder 

∗ Have a concern with something going on?   Call an Elder 

∗ Need assistance with something surrounding your family? Call an Elder 

∗ Reporting a sickness, death, birth or marriage?   Call an Elder 

∗ Need to pray with someone?     Call an Elder 
 

Your Board of Elders is here to counsel, help, listen, assist and encourage you in your life, in your faith, in your 

family relationships, in your difficulties, and in your joy! 
 

 Tim Krieger  313-2545   Jeremy Priest  357-3987 

 Don Zandarski 921-1761   Steve Schlutt  449-8827 

 Dan Knuth  876-7434   Steve Jackson  208-6090 



I Do Everyday: Just the Two of Us? 
 

By Leslie J. Barner 
(reprinted with permission www.familylife.com) 

 
Most couples go into marriage thinking they alone will shape their marriage relationship—that from the 
wedding day forward their marriage experience will be influenced solely by the two of them. 
 
But is it really just the two of us? 
 
The truth is, every couple enters the marriage relationship with an idea of how marriage should work.  
They’re influenced by many factors—the culture, entertainment, the media, faith, and more.  Some 
couples may be influenced by a previous marriage.  But more than anything, couples are influenced by 
their models of marriage growing up. 
 
I realized this truth during a conversation with our daughter, Tiffany, who was en-
gaged and had come over to discuss her wedding plans.  She let out a long sigh of 
exasperation and said, “Well I may not know much about planning a wedding, but I 
certainly know how to be a good wife, because I learned that from you, Mom.” 
 
Her words moved me to tears.  I never really thought about how much our four 
daughters were learning about marriage from Aubrey and me over the years, and 
how influential our marriage would be in their lives. 
 
Whether the marriages modeled for the two of you were good or not so good, because they were mod-
eled by imperfect people, not one of those models was perfect.  The good news is, there is a marriage 
model that is perfect—Christ’s relationship with His bride, the church. 
 
This is the model that God intends for us to reflect: “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God” (Ephesians 5:1-2). 
 
Let this be your ultimate marriage model.  If you’re willing, it could influence you in ways that will help 
you build a marriage that is healthy, strong, loving, and lasting. 
 
Remember, others are watching you, including the next generation.  What will be your marriage model 
for them? 
 
THE GOOD STUFF: Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1). 
 
ACTION POINTS: Write down a list of things others probably see when observing your marriage.     
Assess how you would like the Lord to shape your marriage model. 
 

For other articles on marriage visit www.familylife.com 



 
Trustee Workday 

 
 

9am Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 

 
TLS Classroom 
Valentine’s Day 

Parties 

 
9am Cardio 

Drumming Class 

 
8 & 10:30am 

Worship 

 

8 & 10:30am 
Worship 

 

 

 
8 & 10:30am 

Worship 
 

TLS Participa-
tion Sunday 

 
8 & 10:30am 

Worship 
 
 

 
No School  

 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 

Presidents’ Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
6pm Cardio 

Drumming Class 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm Quarterly 
Voters’ Meeting 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 

7pm Worship 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

7pm Worship 

 
10:30am 

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 

7pm Worship 
 

 
 

 
11am Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 2021 

 
11am Worship 

 
 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 
(Evening) 

 
6pm Cardio 

Drumming Class 

 
11am Worship 

 
 

Tidings Articles 
Due by noon 

 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
 

 
 
 

7pm Elders 
Meeting 

 
9am Cardio 

Drumming Class 

 
9am Cardio 

Drumming Class 

 
6pm Cardio 

Drumming Class 
 

6:30pm Christian 
School Board 

Meeting  
 

7pm Trustee 
Meeting 

 
10:30am  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 

7pm Worship 

 
11am Worship 

 
 

6pm Cardio 
Drumming Class 

 
 

7pm Council 
Meeting 



Service Person for  

February— 
 

 

Christopher Heckathorne 
4635 Gore Apt. 73 
Lawton, OK  73505 
 

 Please consider sending Christopher a note 
of encouragement during this month. 

Articles and Calendar  

dates for the March  

Tidings are due by  

February 18, 2021 at noon. 

Stephen Ministry 
 

With the likely ongoing challenges of Covid-
19 impacting Stephen Ministry, the decision 
has been made to put our pro-
gram on hold at this point in 
time.  We hope that when the 
pandemic’s effects have lessened 
that it can start up again and 
move forward in offering ongo-
ing, confidential care and support to those 
dealing with life’s challenges and changes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship for Shut-Ins  is a 30-minute  
Lutheran broadcast worship service     
produced new every week by Lutheran 
Ministries Media, Inc.  Each service in-
cludes music, scripture readings,  prayers, 
and a Lutheran pastor delivering a mes-
sage that is designed to feel  one-on-one 
to the viewer. Each program is closed  
captioned for the hearing impaired. 
 

Southwest Michigan -  
Sunday 11:00 am - WHME-TV46 

Sunday 12:30 pm - Comcast 138 [TLN] 

Ladies Aid Mites 

 

The Ladies Aid Mites collection box is 

located in the Gathering Place.  Please 

remember to leave 

your Mites there.  

Barb Priest will be 

collecting them. 

 

Thank You! 


