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        Summer is about to roll over into fall.  This transition means many changes in our daily lives, not the least of which are those the resumption of school for our children brings about.  Needless to say, some greet this transition with much more enthusiasm than others.  
        What adds some special apprehension on the part of some this year, of course, is the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and the Governor mandates that go with it.   Be aware that Trinity Lutheran Classical School will begin the last week of August as per normal. However, unlike the Custer County School District which plans to be offering a hybrid between distance learning on line and in classroom instruction, all our students will be in the classroom at the school.  A few classes for our 6th and 7th graders will be conducted by the teacher on line from her home but the students will be in the classroom at the school under staff supervision.  Of course, the staff and students will also have to get accustomed to all the new social distancing and safe practice procedures.  The School Staff and Board of Christian Education have been working diligently throughout the summer to ensure that all is in readiness for a safe and productive schoolyear.  

        More than ever this fall it is important that we as a Christian congregation rekindle our commitment to our school.  It is the very touchstone of our outreach into our community with the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Consider this: given our present enrollment in preschool through 8th grades, we will be bringing the truth into nearly 60 families outside of our congregation this schoolyear.  The Lord has gifted us with a wonderful and exciting opportunity as well as an awesome responsibility.  

        Given the state of affairs in our society and world, a solid Christian and Classical Education has never been more at a premium.  The ongoing Covid pandemic, governmental intrusion and mandates, as well as the high jacking of public education by Progressivism, historical revisionism and anti-biblical propaganda, present clear and present dangers to the sound instruction of our children.   On our part, we at TLCS remain committed to our stated mission: “to provide Christ-centered instruction through a classical curriculum that is challenging, academic and Bible based in a caring and nurturing environment.”  We aim carry out this mission by teaching the solid and transcendent truths of God’s Word as they pertain to this world and the world to come by utilizing the best and most time-tested, proven, and effective techniques and teaching methodologies possible. We are not interested in the latest educational fads or progressive goals.  Our goals are these:  That each student:

· Daily live in the eternal hope of everlasting life with Jesus Christ.
· Remain steadfast in devotion to Christ’s Word and Sacrament.
· Maintain a godly and healthy lifestyle.
· Be successful in future educational opportunities.
· Joyfully serve as a responsible and productive member of society.
        How well we can carry out this God-pleasing but clearly ambitious mission depends upon each and every one of us members of Trinity.  We each can and do play a vital role in the success of our school.  First of all, we contribute through our prayers. After all, without God’s blessing and working all our efforts would be for naught.  Secondly, the success and effectiveness of our school in the education and discipleship of the children who attend will also be directly dependent upon the support and involvement of our whole congregation. I encourage you to support the school wherever you can, enrolling your children, volunteering your services, and extending your financial support.  Your contributions to the school directly help us to keep the tuition affordable for parents.  The number one reason we hear from parents as to why they won’t consider sending their children to our school is the cost.  Until the number of students enrolled is of a sufficient amount so that their combined tuition can meet or exceed the budget, our financial support is vital.  The Gospel is indeed the blessed message of the free gift of salvation in Jesus Christ.  But there is nothing free about teaching the Gospel.  Curriculum, books, desks, and teacher salaries all come with a price tag.  
        Someone the other day said to me, “Is this how it is going to be every year with the school?  Are we always going to have to put into it so much labor, time and money?”  The answer, of course, is, “Yes, it will always take all of these things.  Anything worthwhile always does.  Only salvation is free!”

        But we ought not become discouraged.  Whatever contribution we can make to the school, whatever sacrifice in time and assistance we can each make, will not be in vain.  The apostle Paul writes, “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up” (Gal. 6:9).  If only one child enters heaven because of our school, won’t that reward be well worth all our efforts and financial support?
        May the Lord bless us with another wonderful year of educational ministry with the Gospel of Jesus Christ!
Yours in His service, Pastor Schreibeis
