
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

====================================

Stacy Regan                                                              1

Dean Henman                                                           3

Cody Bean                                                                4

Daniel Garza                                                            4

Dallas Taylor                                                            4

Sylvan Gary                                                              5

Kadence Bentley                                                      6

Joshua Church                                                          7

Shirley Kapitzke                                                       7

George “Butch” Raymond                                       7

Ted Schreiber                                                           7

Glen Kapitzke                                                          8

Zander Flesjer                  (TLCS-Pre)                   10

Elin Hageman                  (TLCS-Pre)                   10

Peggy Ferris                                                           11

Jesse Livingston                                                     11

Brian Regan                                                           12

Wayne Scott                                                           12

Bruce Banister                                                        13

Kenny Lentz                                                           13

Deb Lester                                                              13

David Becker                                                         14

Sophia Becker                                                        14

Cierra Coon                                                            14

Sue Sapien                                                              14

Amy Stinson                                                           14

Rick Dent                                                               15

David Saulsbury                                                     15

Tres Pederson                                                         16

Kit Marsh                         (TLCS-Pre)                   17

J.R. Bean                                                                21

Bethany Mueller                                                     21

Marty Scheid                                                          21

Genie Bean                                                             24

Adam Monington                                                   24

Kyler Venable                                                        24

Leslie Janshen                                                        26

Dawn Kleinsasser                                                   27

Kaitlyn Korell                                                        29

Bill Klapmeier                                                        30

Ardella “Rosie” Harris                                           31

Michelle Rice                                                         31

Fred Scheid, III                                                       31

If your special day was not listed, please notify the church office at 234-4983.

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

====================================

Fred III & Jimi Lou Scheid            10 yrs.               1

Brandon & Jenna Janshen              11 yrs.             10

Jason & Trena Dagenhart               18 yrs.             12

Alex & Amber Helland                    5 yrs.             17

Thorn & Mary Morrison                  4 yrs.              17

John F. & Joan Kuntz                     57 yrs.             19

Ray & Cathy Roesler                      42 yrs.             21

Rick & Fidele Dent                         44 yrs.            23         

Jim & Stacy Regan                         25 yrs.             27

Mark & Rebecca Ellis                    21 yrs.             29

JANUARY ELDERS 

 8:00 a.m. - Ryan Becker,  10:30 a.m. - Shane Taylor
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REST HOMES   Due to low attendance, Pastor Schreibeis and Trinity Lutheran will no longer hold a monthly worship service at Friendship Villa and Holy Rosary Residential Living.

LENTEN SUPPERS     Lent will begin with Ash Wednesday on February 26th.  In 2020, Easter is on Sunday, April 12th.  Boards, Committees, Youth and Church Auxiliary Groups are encouraged to sign up early for hosting Lenten supper dates.  Please confirm your date with Peggy in the church office.
LADIES GUILD

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

====================================

     The Guild held their annual LWML Christmas Party on Sunday, December 1st.
     Guild had their December Supper Meeting at 6 pm on Tuesday, December 3rd.  Seven members and Pastor Schreibeis were present.  Members of the Board served a delicious vegetable soup made by Maureen Klapmeier along with dinner rolls & cake.

     President, Claudia Kransky opened the meeting and Pastor led the prayer.  Roll call answers were each ones favorite Christmas song.  Pam Schreiber accompanied the group in singing a verse of, “I Am So Glad on Christmas Eve.”  Pastor had a brief Bible Study on Galatians 4:4.

     Florence Lodwig gave the Treasury Report; A donation will be sent to L.C.M.S. World Relief Fund.  The new Quarterlies were distributed.  Pam will soon have the new booklet done.

     Leona Lentz, Florence and JoAnn Dane brought cakes and helped with the November Birthday Party at Holy Rosary Residential Living on November 22nd.  Anna Kron also attended and visited with the residents.

     President Kransky reported that each society is to make a 60 x 80 inch quilt for the State LWML Convention to be held  April 24-26th.

     The exchange gifts were then distributed and displayed.

     Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 21st, at 7:00 p.m.  All ladies of the congregation are welcome to attend.
Grateful for God’s great gift,

 Jo Ann Dane, Secretary

JANUARY DUTIES:

Greeters:  Florence Lodwig, Wava Jo Roach
Communion:  Florence Lodwig, Theresa Scheid
Hostesses:  Debbie Helland, Ginger Mueller
Devotions:  Jo Ann Dane

Bible Study:  Pastor Schreibeis
MILITARY BIBLESTICKS     The Faith Comes by Hearing Campaign for Military BibleSticks raised a total of $1550.  Trinity Lutheran Classical School Chapel offerings raised $175 for 7 BibleSticks and the Trinity congregation raised $1375 for 39 BibleSticks for a total of 46 BibleSticks.  Faith Comes by Hearing also has a special donor who will provide Matching Funds for all gifts they received in Nov.   All glory be to God!  

DEATH   LaVonne Edna Ulrich passed from this life on December 22, 2019 at age 88.  She was born March 10, 1931 to Arthur & Edna Slagel in Breckenridge, MN.   She grew up in Fairview, MT. LaVonne was baptized on March 13, 1931.  She was   confirmed at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Fairview, on March 25, 1945.  She married Kermit Ulrich on August 20, 1950 at St. John’s.  The couple was blessed with four children, David, Robert “Bob” Kathy & Loree, while living in Wolf Point.  The family moved to Miles City in 1962 and joined the Trinity Lutheran Church family.  A few years back, they moved to Garrison, ND. to be near their daughter, Loree.  They were also blessed with seven grandchildren and one great grandchild.
     Pastor Schreibeis will officiate the funeral service at Trinity, M.C. on December 30, 2019. Our sympathy to Kermit, her husband of 69 years, and family.
PEACEFUL RELEASE  Pat Blumhorst was granted a peaceful release to St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, WELS in Beverly Hills, Florida on December 12, 2019.  She is residing at 2701 W. Eunice Drive, Citrus Springs, FL. 34433.

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES   Placed in narthex mailboxes in December.  If you did not receive envelopes and would like them, please note on your attendance card or contact the church office at 234-4983.  If you did receive envelopes and will not use, please return the entire box to the church office.  

DONORS   Your annual year-end contribution statement from the church will be out by the end of January 2020.  Please wait for it before filing taxes.
PUBLICATION SUBSCRIPTIONS   The church orders bulk subscriptions of “The Lutheran Witness” ($16.00), “Portals of Prayer” ($5.00), & offering envelopes ($4.00) for its members and prints the MT. District Newsletter – The Montana Reflections ($5.00) for our congregation.  To help offset these costs  (Total $30.00)  please use the All Subscriptions envelope found in the front of your 2020 offering envelope box.


LIFE QUOTES

====================================

"There is Hope in Jesus, the Light of Life!"

====================================
“As this New Year begins and you make resolutions of things to do for yourself, consider ways in which you could spend one hour a week helping someone in need—at a crisis pregnancy center, a hospice house, a nursing home, etc.” Rev. Scott Licht, National Director of Lutherans For Life 
“But the value of children as treasured human beings demonstrated in the ministry of Jesus reflects a God who cherishes the least, the last, and the most vulnerable … As the Christmas season gives way to Epiphany, Christians around the world are invited to worship the Child Jesus Who was worshipped by kings. And all are invited to wonder and consider the mystery of a faith that proclaims the weakness of God and the foolishness of God to be strength and wisdom. The one who said, ‘Suffer the little children and do not hinder them from coming to me’ is the God revealed in a Child.” Margaret Manning Shull, Ravi Zacharias International Ministries 
“As the Church, we are created to stand against evil. We are created to speak truth ... and forgiveness. The truth is that abortion ends the life of a human being, and we should be unwavering in our opposition to it. But that is not the end of the story. We have been given the gift of Christ, and the power of Christ can wash our sins away.” Rev. Troy Tysdal, Church of the Lutheran Brethren 
“The ‘right’ of abortion does not expand personal choice or freedom; it severely restricts it because it establishes the prior ‘right’ of the state to permit or to deny the right to life at will. Such a step, the legalization of abortion, is the beginning of the death of freedom and of man.” R. J. Rushdoony, theologian and philosopher 
The mission of Lutherans For Life is to witness to the sanctity of human life through education based on God's Word.      www.lutheransforlife.org
Hurting from abortion? Word of Hope can help. www.word-of-hope.org; 888-271-8679.
“Did God Really Say…?”
Genesis 3

JANUARY - SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE MONTH

January 19, 2020  –  Life Sunday
“Simon Peter answered him,
‘Lord, to whom should we go?
You have the words of eternal life.’”

John 6:68
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47th ANNUAL NATIONAL

 MARCH FOR LIFE

January 24, 2020
     What are you doing on January 24th, 2020?  I hope you’re making plans to join the LCMS at the 47th Annual National March for Life in Washington, D.C.  I will be there leading what I hope will be the largest contingent of Lutherans ever to march together in this life-affirming event.
     At 11 a.m. EST, we’ll start gathering at the corner of 12th Street and Madison Drive to hand out hats, signs and hymn sheets.  Then we’ll join other marchers from around the world to walk up Constitution Avenue to the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court.

     If you’re able to come early, please join us the day before, on Jan. 23, for a 7 p.m. rally at the Renaissance Washington D.C. Downtown Hotel.       The pre-march Divine Service will once again be at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Alexandria, VA., starting at 9 a.m. on Jan. 24.  A continental breakfast will follow.   
     Bring your school, church group, family or friends to Washington, D.C., to confess Christ in our nation’s capital.

In Christ, Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison

President, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

     For directions and updates, visit lcms.org/march-for-life.  If joining the pre-march rally, please RSVP to the LCMS Church Information Center at infocenter@lcms.org or 1-888-843-5267.
 Show Up. Confess Christ. Be Lutheran

TRINITY LUTHERAN CLASSICAL SCHOOL

An Outreach of Trinity Lutheran Church

PRESCHOOL NEWS
"Shepherding Jesus' Lambs"

Since October 3, 1988

====================================

       In December, our 3 & 5 day students studied the letters J, K and L and reviewed I-J-K-L.   Each week we have Show-&-Tell where students bring things from home that begin with the letter of the week to better reinforce each letter.  This also helps the children learn to stand up and speak in full sentences in front of their classmates.

     We made a J into a Jelly fish, a K into a Kangaroo, and an L into a Lemur.  We also learned to write each set of letters, capital and baby Jj’s, Kk’s and Ll’s.   We watched the movie, “Lambert” about a sheepish lion.  It is one of my favorites.  I like watching as the children see Lambert when he, in order to protect his mother finally realizes that he is not a lamb, but he is actually a lion.  

      Our 2 day students worked on shapes: Triangle, Oval and Diamond.  We traced a race track and fed a dinosaur who only wanted to eat certain shapes.
     For Science we ended November with Thanksgiving lessons.  The 3 day made a book and the 2 day colored a Thanksgiving scene.  In December, we had lessons on Snow.  We read books about snow and snowmen.  We watched the movie “Frosty” in parts during our snack time.  The 3 day students drew a gingerbread house in the snow, painted it and decorated it with gingerbread men and candy stickers.   The 2 day students made a winter mitten with a hand print in the center, adding a snow flake on the cuff.  All students in all classes spent two days making ornaments.  We have a BIG box of ornaments the students like to dig in and find just the right one for their mom and dad on their tree at home.  We added their photo, wrapped them and sent home for their parents.
      In chapel, we heard the Christmas story, learned of Mary and the angel, Joseph and Mary’s trip to Bethlehem, and the angels & the shepherds.  Pastor demonstrated at chapel the ornaments on our sanctuary Christmas tree and their meanings (angels, stars, crosses and doves).
       The 3 & 5 day students performed the Preschool Christmas program, “Miracle in the Manger” on Monday, December 10th.  The 2 day students performed the Preschool Christmas Concert, “Good News, Great Joy” on Tuesday, December 11th.   For such young children - just, 3, 4 & 5 years old, ALL of our students did a wonderful job singing their songs and playing their parts!   Only a few got “audience shy.”  I am so very proud of all of them! 
     We have some openings available if you know of anyone who would like to start their child in the New Year.   Please spread the word.
      We will resume classes on January 2nd & 3rd.  Happy New Year!     Mrs. Pam Henman
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“Miracle in the Manger”
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“Good News, Great Joy”
TLCS  Kindergarten - 8th Grade

Established August 25, 2008

     December was busy and exciting! The school was busy with different activities. On top of their normal studies, the K-8th participated in an Advent service on December 11 where they sang, recited, and played chimes. 

     The chime choir also performed in the Community Nativity Celebration at the historic “Parlor” on December 15.  We learned the Christmas Cantata for our Christmas Concert, which was 21 pages long! The Cantata is the Christmas account as told in Luke 2:1-14. They learned it so quickly and sang it so beautifully!

     Class let out on Friday, December 20. We had a Christmas party where we had an ornament exchange, sang our concert, and ended with a potluck for lunch.

     Class resumes on Thursday, January 2. We will continue in our studies, where we left off in December.

     Be watching for our winter fundraiser this month. Do you need to stock up on lots of goodies, snacks, and desserts? Grab a student and place your order. We thank God for you for supporting our school with your donations!

God bless you on this New Year!  Michelle Rice

FRIENDS OF REYNOLDS CARDS   Trinity Lutheran Classical School is enrolled as one of Reynolds FOR recipients.  Members can pick up a card from the counter of the walk-up window in the church office and present it at Reynold’s each time you buy groceries.  The card MUST be given to the cashier BEFORE they start to ring up your order.  Each quarter (at no cost to you) our school will receive a percentage earned of total sales check.

REPORT ON FUNDS RAISED
     Three free-will offerings were received at the December midweek Advent suppers.  Thrivent Action Team Grants were also received to help with each of these suppers.

     The Board of Evangelism hosted a supper on Dec. 4th that raised $216 for Social Ministries Fund.  

     Trinity’s Board of Christian Education hosted a supper on Dec. 11th with $xxx raised for Trinity Lutheran Classical School, M.C.

     The December 18th supper hosted by the Board of Evangelism raised $296 for the Hospitality Fund.

     The December 10th 3 & 5 day Preschool Christmas program offering raised $193 for the scholarship fund.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
     Ginger Mueller applied for and received a $250 Thrivent Action Team Grant to help with the Sunday School Christmas program costuming & props, treat sacks and S.S. children’s & teacher’s gifts.  The program, “God’s Promises Fulfilled,” was presented on December 15th, and was followed by a pot-luck supper.  Everyone did a great job!   

     We will begin January with the study of Jacob and Esau, and Jacob’s Dream.

     Happy New Year!

     In His Service, Sarah Trogden, S.S. Director                                                                           
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THANK YOU!

. Thank you to Pam Schreiber for being there for all of our S.S. program practices and recording any music I needed for practicing songs. 

. Thank you to Alicyn Chapman for painting the Adam & Eve prop for our program.

. Thank you to the Board of Christian Education for cleaning up after the potluck.

.  My sincere thanks to Ginger Mueller for the Thrivent Grant for the new costumes.

. Most of all, Thank you to Karen Taylor for keeping me going and helping build most of the props as well as sewing the larger size costumes.
.    Thank you to Pastor for his participation and leadership.

.  Thank you to Peggy Certain for everything that she does as well!  She is much appreciated.

Sarah Trogden, Sunday School Director
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2020 VBS THEME
Rainforest Explorers by CPH
Jesus Leads the Way
     This year’s VBS co-directors will be Sarah Trogden and Pam Henman.

     The rainforest is a wild place.  To make it through this unknown world safely, kids need a guide who can keep them on the right path.  At Rainforest Explorers VBS, learn how Jesus is our ultimate guide in the rainforest and throughout our lives.  We might feel lost, but He will show us the way.  He will never leave us.  “How precious is your steadfast love, O God!”  Psalm 36:7
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COULD ALSO USE:  Any fake vines or ferns for rainforest decor, green tissue paper

and blue glass beads for crafts.
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“For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off  into myths.”

2 Timothy 4:3-4

LHM LEARN

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod

==========================================

     Living with Dying is a five-day Spiritual Reflections course which utilizes the S.O.A.P. (Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer) Bible study format developed by Pastor Wayne Cordeiro.  Audio and text Scripture passages speak to the topic, and questions prompt thought on the text and what its message means to us as individuals.  This course includes a journal with images that can be colored.  It was created by Minneapolis based artist Hannah Carlos.

     LHM Learn offers Free Courses in five different categories.  Each course gives users Biblically based knowledge to enhance their Christian walk by supplying teaching and insights to empower their faith now.  The categories are Christian Foundations (basics of Christianity from Biblical, theological, and historical perspectives); Cultural Concepts (under-standing the different demographics, cultures, and religions in our world today); Everyday Insights (thoughts about the good and bad that life throws our way); Outreach Essentials (personal evangelism and tools to reach others with the Gospel); and Spiritual Reflections (devotional thoughts meant to strengthen and encourage).  

   For more information of the five categories of Free Courses available through LHM Learn, please visit lhm.org.learn.
THRIVENT ACTION GRANTS RECEIVED:

     In December, Pam Henman applied for and received a $250 Thrivent Action Team Grant to help with the December 10th TLCS Preschool Christmas Program costuming, children’s gift bags and reception refreshments.  Ginger Mueller applied for & received a grant mentioned in the January S.S. news article.

     Eileen Entzel applied for and received a $250 Thrivent Action Team Grant for local charity, Liam’s Wish (in memory of Liam McWilliams).  They give Personal Care Kits to youth and vets in need.  Goods are distributed through the high school.

POSSIBLE THRIVENT ACTION GRANT MISSION 

The local Dialysis Center at 2708 Main Street, #4, Miles City, MT.  is in need of lap quilts or blankets and fingerless gloves for those kidney patients receiving treatment.  
LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES

LHM Float Celebrates 70 Years in the Rose Parade

==========================================

     The 131st Rose Parade themed “The Power of Hope,” will take place on January 1st, 2020 in Pasadena, CA.  LHM will once again have a float entry in the parade, this year under the theme of “Anchored in Jesus.”  This year’s LHM float will feature its first-ever underwater scene with several fish depicted, an anchor made into a cross, and Jesus standing at the wheel guiding and directing the course of life.  At the helm, He provides hope and stability as the solid cornerstone in the unstable, shifting sands and troubled waters of daily life.  
     Thanks to the International Lutheran Laymen’s League Southern California District, The LHM float is a 70-year tradition in the longstanding New Year’s Day event.   As the only Christian float in the parade, it carries on a mission to provide a Gospel witness to viewers everywhere, from the parade route along Pasadena’s Colorado Boulevard to televisions all over the world.  The Tournament of Roses Parade is watched live on television by approximately 40 million Americans and by millions more people in 150 countries.  For the best viewing of the parade, HGTV shows the parade in its entirety on cable TV.  Check you local listings for the time and channel.
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Miles City and Rock Springs, is to strengthen the faith of its members, to reach out to the unchurched in the community at large by proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ and to further support the mission of our Circuit, District and Synod.


“Your testimonies are my heritage forever,

 for they are the joy of my heart. 

 I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to the end.”   Psalm 119:111
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     During the fiscal year 2018-2019 approximately $44.5 million worth of donated humanitarian aid, food and disaster relief assistance was distributed by Orphan Grain Train.  287 full shipments (40 or 53 foot containers) of donated relief supplies and food were shipped within the United States and internationally.  166 – 53 foot full semi-loads were distributed to domestic locations.  121 – 40 foot shipping containers went to 24 different countries overseas.  Total of 113,230.60 volunteer hours were given with a value of $1,019,075.40 if paid $9/hr.

     Orphan Grain Train has 27 regional locations from California to Connecticut collecting and distributing reusable goods and food.  Since 1992, 69 countries and at least 37 states have been served.  More than 31 million fortified rice meals have been distributed since 2007.  More than 3.8 million hours have been volunteered to help serve those in need worldwide.  We do all of this with only using 1.7% of all donations for administrative and marketing expenses which means 98.3% of donations go toward helping those in need.  Thank you for your support of OGT.

     The Orphan Grain Train movement is a loving response to Jesus Christ’s example as a servant and His love for us.

     Since October 16, regions of the Philippines have been devastated by large earthquakes.  With God’s timing, a shipment of Manna Pack meals and supplies were received by Grace Ayera with Mt. Moriah Camp on Mindanao Island in November.  She thanked God & OGT to have the food and supplies to share with hundreds of children and families now living in tent cities and refugee camps because their homes are not safe to live in.  Grace also brought some Bibles to share since many of the evacuees are believers and were grateful to receive Bibles.  They also supplied big water bottles as the supply of water is their biggest problem right now because the water system was destroyed by the earthquake.  Dr. Tom Randall with World Harvest has requested another shipment to help aide these families.  Please pray for the ministries helping and all the children and families affected by the earthquakes.  Pray that OGT will be able to send more supplies and food for those hurting and hungry.

     OGT is accepting donations at P.O. Box 1466, Norfolk, NE. 68702-1466 (Ph. 1-877-371-7393) If desired, please note any special project like Philippines earthquake or Mercy Meals on memo line. 
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“God’s Reign in Spain”

And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.  Acts 11:21

      Thanks be to our gracious Lord, His hand is with us as we work together sharing the truth of His love in Spain!

     Thank you to you and your congregation for your generous support of God’s mission in Spain through your prayers and financial gifts to our network Support.  Together we are spreading the Gospel message across this large country as more and more people find the Lutheran church via the internet, meet with pastors, begin catechesis – sometimes over the internet--, and attend worship.  God’s hand is with us as He blesses our efforts and gifts faith in Him to many.

     Some time back now, a family that lives four hours away from the nearest congregation which is in Madrid had their perky two-year-old baptized.  They met with Pastor Lehman and Pastor Warner via skype to discuss the baptism.  They connected with Madrid members who were on vacation in their region.  They made the trek to Madrid one weekend for the child’s baptism and connected with others in the congregation, welcomed into God’s family in Spain.  They were welcomed a month later at our annual National Assembly where they met more members and took part in the congregational life of our church.

     The Lord’s hand is with us!

     The mom told me, “This is an answer to our prayers, to find a Lutheran church, a community of Lutheran believers – even though we are so far away.  We are so happy!”

     Thank you for making this happen. Partnering with you in the States, we are here in Spain, together sharing the Lord’s abundant love, mercy, and forgiveness.
 Rev. David & Shelee Warner,
 LCMS Missionaries to Spain

Donations may be made online at www.lcms.org/givenow/warner  or Sent to: 

The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod

PO Box 66861, St. Louis, MO. 63166-6861
and Write WARNER SPAIN in the memo line.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

     Pastor David Warner, LCMS Missionary to Spain requests prayers for all missionaries in the LAC Region.  Tragically, the horrible murder of his friend, Venezuelan Pastor Luis Coronado, was discovered in mid-December.  This is a tragedy for all Christians and especially for the Lutheran Churches of Latin America.  Although there are currently no LCMS missionaries in Venezuela, all of your LCMS missionaries in the LAC (Latin American-Caribbean Spain) the members of our sister church in Venezuela, and all our sister churches are in shock and mourning.
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     Here in Spain, we have many members who have emigrated from Venezuela, including almost 15 from Pastor Coronado’s congregation, Fount of Life.  They live in various cities around Spain so Pastor Warner has been ministering to them by phone.  We now have three Venezuelan pastors (Alliance Missionaries) serving alongside LCMS missionaries in the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and here in Spain.  Pastor Isaac Machado was installed here in October.  

     Because of the instability in Venezuela, twice this year the LCMS reached out to our sister pastors in Venezuela and gave them a time of respite and rest in the Word by bringing them to the Dominican Republic for several days of worship and study, as well as providing material goods for them to take back to their families and congregations.

     Thus, we have many ties with our brothers and sisters in Venezuela and the impact of this crime is far-reaching.

     But God’s Word of Hope and Comfort is greater still.  As the Apostle John teaches us: “Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”  1 John 4:4.  Despite our great sadness at the death of Pastor Coronado, we are already more than victors in Christ Jesus.

     As you celebrate the wondrous birth of our Savior, please add the Coronado family, the Lutheran Church of Venezuela, and all those affected to your prayers –- that we may find peace in the Babe born to save us all.
     Thank you.  Peace in Him to you and yours.

Pastor David and Shelee Warner

LCMS Missionaries to Spain

God Works Through Means
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod

==========================================

     Our God is a God who works through means. He can and has worked immediately without agency, as the Bible testifies, but primarily, on the whole and for the most part, our God works through means. He does this not only for all of our earthly needs but also for all of our spiritual needs. And He does this for our benefit. 

     He provides for all our needs of this body and life through means. He gives us fathers and mothers to care for us when we are young. Through them, God provides house and home, food and clothing, education and training in the arts and work of this world. 
     He gives us good government to protect us from harm and danger; He gives us faithful neighbors and good friends to help in times of need and lack. He gives us employers who trade our work for income so that we may acquire the needs of the body. He gives us brains and brawn so that we will have something to trade with those employers for that needed income. This work, which we are able to do only because of what God has provided to us, rebounds to the benefit of others. And so, the cycle of God giving through means continues.

     He provides for all our needs of our souls. He sent His Son into the flesh to be our Savior. In that body, our Lord Jesus Christ lived the life that God demands of us all – a life we have failed to live because of our sins – and, in that body, He made payment for those sins on the cross, once and for all. 
     God delivers this forgiveness through the means of His Word and Sacraments. He calls pastors to proclaim, in His stead and by His command, that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Through these same pastors, God Himself claims us as His own in Holy Baptism, placing His own name on us in water and Word, igniting faith by the gift of the Holy Spirit. And He gives us His life-giving body and blood to nourish us in this same faith until the end. Our God is a God who works through means.

     This is true also of stewardship. This is what St. Paul wrote in Philippians:
     “I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:18–19). 

     The gift St. Paul received from the Philippian church is a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. They gave to God. God provided for St. Paul through the Philippians. And the God who loves both Paul and the Philippians will supply their every need according to the riches in Christ Jesus. Our God is a God who works through means. 
     “For all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus Christ],” St. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 1:20. This is true also of you. Trust in the God who provides for all that we need in body and soul through means. And not only will you find His “yes” to you, but others will find it, too, through you. “But as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7).

                  Board of Stewardship Ministry, The Lutheran Church –Missouri Synod
CUSTER COUNTY COMMUNITY TABLE

AKA the Miles City Soup Kitchen
Located on the 1st floor of the VA Complex at 210 S. Winchester Ave.;  Phone 234-5013.
Are you homeless, struggling financially, lonely, hungry, feeling down and out?  Please join others for lunch at the Miles City Soup Kitchen.  The kitchen serves a modest homemade meal for those in need, the hungry, the poor and the lonely, from

11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

The kitchen operates via the generous support of the community and patrons.  A small donation of $4.00 per meal is requested, but Not required.  Continued community support is needed to keep the doors open.  The kitchen depends on Volunteers to prepare and serve the food, wash dishes and clean up.  We are in need of Volunteers.  We are so THANKFUL for each one that has chosen to Volunteer of their time currently and in the past. We are also THANKFUL for each person, business,  and organization that has chosen to donate financially to help support this important mission.
CUSTER COUNTY FOOD BANK

210 S. Winchester;  Phone 234-3663.
Although the Food Bank is only open for food distribution on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday’s, shipments of food arrive on Monday and Friday as well.  They need to be unloaded and placed on the shelves.  Currently we have several Volunteers between the ages of 78-85 whom we appreciate very much.  Yet, the Food Bank is in desperate need of some younger Volunteers who are able to lift and pack groceries.  If you can give an hour or so of your time each week, please contact Bob Parker.

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN

CHURCH & CLASSICAL SCHOOL, LCMS

 Preschool - 8th Grade

221 S. Center Avenue

Miles City, MT.   59301

Phone  (406) 234-4983

Fax      (406) 234-8033

Email  trinity@midrivers.com

www.trinitylutheranchurch.360unite.com
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
    “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned … For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders.  And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:2, 6.  “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11.  “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.”  Titus 2:11.

     Among many families, one annual Christmas tradition has been driving through neighborhoods whose houses are adorned with a plethora of lights and other decorations.  Some of the displays are so majestic that they literally drive away the darkness of the night.  Who doesn’t like Christmas lights?  We decorate our Christmas trees with lights.  We light up our homes with Christmas candles.  All these lights remind us that we once walked in darkness until the great light of the Christ Child shined into our hearts, shined into our lives.

    During Advent, we prepared for the celebration of this Christ Child’s birth.  At Christmas we celebrate the grace of God, a Mighty God, a Savior born to shine His light on all humankind.  We celebrate the grace of God.  We no longer look for a baby born in Bethlehem.  We look with hope to the Son of God who brings salvation and the true peace that passes all understanding.  May the light of this Savior shine brightly in your hearts and lives during this holiday – this HOLYday – season, and throughout Epiphany and the New Year. 

     Dear Savior, may Your light illumine the darkness of the world.

Devotion by Paul Leckband,

OGT’s Director of Spiritual Correspondence
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“And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”  Luke 3:6





INSTALLATION SERVICE


Sunday, January 5th, 2020


8:00 and 10:30 services


The installation of All those elected


(or re-elected) in November 2019 


Church Officers and Board Members


(Committee members are appointed, not elected.)








REMEMBRANCE SERVICE


Sunday, January 12th, 2020 at both services


Remembering those who were baptized into God’s family in 2019 and those


who went to be with the Lord in 2019.





Tune into hear The Lutheran Hour each Sunday at 8:00 a.m. on radio station KIKC 101.3 FM


OR  at 3:00 p.m. on radio station KGLE 590.





Please encourage shut-ins and others to tune in and also thank the radio stations for these airings.








TLCS Pre – 8th Snack & Dessert Sales


JANUARY 9 - 28, 2020





See any preschool or K-8th grade students or staff to place your order.








PLEASE SAVE EMPTY SHOEBOXES FOR US


We need them for next summer’s Vacation Bible School to make a rain forest diorama craft.  You may turn them into Pam Henman or Sarah Trogden.  Thank You!









