
   

 

Compline 
Prayer at the Close of the Day 

 

Opening Hymn 
“Creator of the Stars of Night”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83U-pVhnUlM 

(1) Creator of the stars of the night,  (4) At thy great name, majestic now 

Thy people’s everlasting light,  All knees must bend, all hearts must bow 

O Jesu, Savior of us all,   And things in heav’n and earth shall own 

Regard Thy servants when they call  That Thou art Lord and King alone 

  

(2) Thou grieving at the bitter cry  (5) To Thee, O holy one, we pray 

Of all creation doomed to die   Our judge in that tremendous day 

Didst come to save a ruined race  Preserve us, while we dwell below 

With healing gifts of heavenly grace.  From ev’ry onslaught of the foe 

        

(3) Thou camest, Bridegroom of the Bride, (6) All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

As drew the world to evening-tide;  Whose advent sets Thy people free 

Proceeding from a Virgin Shrine,  Whom with the Father we adore 

The Son of Man, yet God divine.  And Spirit blest, forevermore. Amen. 

 

L The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
C Amen. 
  
L It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 
  
L to herald Your love in the morning, 
C Your truth at the close of the day. 
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Confession of Sins 
L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 Silence for self-examination 
 
L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by 
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to 
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 
of all your sins. Amen. 

  
C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm 24 

L The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein. 

C For he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 
L Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? 
C He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what 

is false and does not swear deceitfully. 
L He will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his 

salvation. 
C Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of 

Jacob. 



   

 

L Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of 
glory may come in. 

C Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle! 

L Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of 
glory may come in. 

C Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! Glory be 
to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 
Into Your hands, O Lord You, O Lord, are in the midst of us, and we are called 

by Your name; do not leave us. (Jeremiah 14:9) 

Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for 

the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain His anger forever, because 

He delights in steadfast love. He will again have compassion on us; He will 

tread our iniquities under foot. You will cast all our sins in the depths of the sea. 

(Micah 7:18-19)  

 

Responsory 

L Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
L You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 

 

 



   

 

The Litany 
P O Lord,     C have mercy. 
P O Christ,     C have mercy. 
P O Lord,     C have mercy. 
P O Christ,     C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven,   C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, C have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit,   C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us.    C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us.    C Help us, good Lord. 
  
P From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pandemic and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from 
rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from 
everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 
Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 
P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and 

in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
 
P We poor sinners beg You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
 



   

 

P To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers 
of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word 
and to sustain them in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all 
who have erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and 
to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We beg You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
P To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help 

the weak-hearted and the distressed: 
C We beg You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
P To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and 

strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need; 
To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our 
officials and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect 
and guide all who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing 
happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy 
on us all: 

C We beg You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
P To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give 

and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our 
prayers: 

C We beg You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we beg You to hear us. 
  



   

 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
  
P O Christ,     C hear us. 
P O Lord,     C have mercy. 
P O Christ,     C have mercy. 
P O Lord,     C have mercy. Amen. 

 
Other Prayers and Petitions 
 
. . . . 
 
L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we 

who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 



   

 

For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
L Guide us waking, O Lord, 

and guard us sleeping 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 
Guide us waking, O Lord, 
and guard us sleeping 
that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

Benediction 
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

us and keep us. 
C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dmO8UPlWoo 
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