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Light Has Come

Merry Christmas! Yes, I know it’s January, but this is the Epiphany
season - the Gentile Christmas. It’s called that because we remember the
Magi’s visit to the Child Jesus. So early in Jesus’ life God was already
showing that His Son did not come for any one nation or group of people,
He came for everyone who would receive Him for who He is. As a matter
of fact, the entire season of Epiphany is a celebration of God revealing
Himself to us in His Son Jesus.

Epiphany is from a Greek word, meaning to “reveal” or “make manifest.” The season of
Epiphany is our time to focus on the revelation of “who” Jesus is: both true God and true man. On
the Festival of Epiphany, we hear the reading of the visit of the Magi. In that event, these foreigners
bowed down in acknowledgment that this Child was indeed the Christ, the Son of God. Then we
hear the account of the Baptism of Jesus. Here, God the Father confirms that this man standing
in the water is His beloved Son. Next is the account of the changing of water into wine at Cana.
Through this event, Jesus revealed His glory and His disciples put their faith in Him. In all these
ways, God is shining the light of His love on a dark and sin-filled world by revealing to us our Savior
Jesus.

Unfortunately, even though God has revealed the True Light in His Son Jesus, many
misguided people still look for their Epiphany elsewhere. They grope around in their sin darkened
world for some sort of light to show the way. To these lost souls we must bring the light of the
Gospel of Jesus. It will be a difficult task because mankind’s natural sinfulness will always try to
stand alone and deny God. But like a candle in a darkened room - no matter the darkness, it cannot
ignore the light. Shine the light of the Gospel and let the Holy Spirit do the rest.

For the Magi, the God who dwells in unapproachable light set the heavens ablaze and
created a sign that led them to a child of flesh and blood like them. The hidden God was revealed.
With them we behold the true Epiphany: In all our searching we could not come to God, but in
Christ, God has come to us. Jesus is Immanuel “God with us.” That is the Light that has come.
God in flesh made manifest. Jesus Christ our Savior.

This Epiphany season, we will do well to remember the lesson that the ancient Magi teach.
The heavens point not to a god above; removed, cold and distant; but to the God below - here with
us to save us. If they had searched for a glorious king, they would have missed Him altogether.
Instead they looked for Him in the place His Word said He would be: “In Bethlehem in Judea . .
. for this is what the prophet has written.” Let’s remember that the next time we are tempted to
ignore the way God is and try to go after the way we want Him to be.

We may indeed see God in other places as well; Scripture says that the stars do proclaim
His glory, but His mercy and love will not be found in them. Water, bread and wine, and words that
come from mouths like yours and mine may not flash with heavenly glory. Nevertheless, they are
where we will find our God. In them we have found our light - our Epiphany: God is with us. He has
saved us from our sin. We will live with Him forever.

In Christ,

Pastor Jankens



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 January 2024
  

 1 2 3 4 5 6

7
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service
11:15 am Planning
                Council

8 9
1:00 pm Ladies Bible
              Study
6:30 pm  Elders

10
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

11 12 13
10 am Knit/Crochet
           Service Project

14
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

Flowers - E. Moore

15 16 17
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

18 19 20
10 am LWML

21
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service
11:15 am Voters Mtg.

Flowers - Pas. Jankens

22
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

23 24
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

25 26 27

28
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

Flowers - C. Crump

29 30 31
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

   



Special Days for the Month of January 

Birthdays

Meghan Nelson 1/4

Carl Schmidt 1/8

Sandy Bales 1/10

Robert Jochum 1/11

Lee Michelfelder 1/13

Zachary Williams 1/17

Judy Jankens 1/18

Denise Yarbrough 1/20

Susan Cupp 1/30

Matthew Bales 1/30

David Jankens 1/31

Anniversaries

Billy and Kristen Barnett 1/15

Baptism Birthdays

Don Cochran 1/1

Teeny Teichmiller 1/1

Karry Morin 1/1

Jansen Morin 1/1

Spencer Cameron-Morin 1/1

Patsy Armstrong 1/1

Wanda McMurrey 1/1

Beth Hardin 1/1

Dianne Holcomb 1/2

Beau Barnett 1/4

Emma Littleton 1/10

Jayden Littleton 1/10

Sandy Bales 1/22

David Dingler 1/25



Elders News

It was so encouraging to see our pews more packed in our services during December. 

In 2024, the Elder’s will continue to perform our duties during weekly services, and assist
our pastors as needed. We are grateful for those who are willing to serve the Trinity Congregation,
and you will find our serving schedule in this newsletter, and you can also find it posted on the
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.

As so many make “New Year’s Resolutions” at the start of the New Year, I would like to
invite each of you who do this to consider adding some of the following resolutions for 2024 if they
apply, which sometimes people don’t often think of: 

• attend church more regularly and consistently (even the special mid-week services
during Lent and Advent) 

• give of your time, talents, and treasures more generously (there are so many needs
in our congregation to consider) 

• attend a Bible Study, whether that is on Sunday morning, or the Wednesday study,
or the Ladies Study, or LWML, or the Men’s study (God’s Word gives us strength
in this troubled world) 

• partake in personal Bible study if you aren’t already (even if that is simply doing the
daily readings that are listed on the back of the bulletin) 

May the Lord bless and keep each of you in 2024 and always.

Your brother in Christ,

Tim Smith / 205-492-0235

LWML News

The ladies of Trinity LWML and our guests had an enjoyable evening of fellowship
at our Christmas gathering. We dined at the local Nature's Effect Coffee Shop in
Hanceville. Kay led us in an opening devotion and Judy got us singing a few of our favorite
Christmas hymns. We dined on pork loin, turkey, sides and desserts. A few of the ladies
entertained our group with a skit that reminded us of the heart of Christmas. We should not
get all wrapped up in shopping, wrapping gifts, baking and cleaning; but focus our hearts,
mind and energy on preparing for the celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Our ingathering offering consisted of gift cards and money of approximately $550 that we
sent to the Hallock family. Our way of a long distance baby shower. We closed our
gathering singing Silent Night.

Thank you Lord for Your blessings and the opportunities Trinity LWML had in 2023
to “Serve You and our community with Gladness”. All ladies of Trinity are encouraged to
join us in the New Year 2024 on Saturday mornings at 10:00 for Bible study and fellowship.



Knit and Crochet Group

We have set aside the second Saturday of each month at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall
to work on service projects for our community and missions.  The first project which we will
work on for the 1st quarter of 2024 (or however long it takes) will be knitting and crocheting
hats and scarves for Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch.  Please see Judy Jankens if you are
interested in joining us or let Judy know if you cannot join us on Saturdays but would like
to contribute to this effort.  I will have patterns for both knitting and crocheting and a supply
list right after the first of the year to give you time to purchase supplies before the first
session.  I am looking forward to starting this mission outreach and hope you will join us
for devotions, fun and fellowship!

Board of Education News

Happy New Year from the members of the Board of Education!!

The Board of Education ended 2023 on a high note with the children’s program during the
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service directed by Alesia. What a wonderful treat! Thank you
to everyone involved.

We will again be having the annual St. Paul’s sign up for the McNutt Scholarship this
month. Please keep watch on the bulletin for further information.

The following is a list of bible study groups as of today:

Sunday school and bible study: 8:45 am every Sunday morning

Second Tuesday of the month: Bible study with Marty at 1:00 pm

Every Wednesday at 10:00 am bible study with Pastor starting January 10th

LWML: third Saturday of the month at 10:00 am

Thank you to Dan Dahlke for leading the men’s Bible study on Saturday morning. It was
a hit!!

With the new year here, let’s make a resolution to strengthen our faith by attending one of
the bible classes and Sunday service. As the expression goes, “Out with the old and in with
the new!”

As always in Christ

Anne Gotch (256) 636-4288



Board of Stewardship News

The Chief Stewards of Humanity: Mom and Dad

St. Paul tells the Ephesians that the first commandment with a specific promise attached
to it is, “Honor your father and mother so that it may go well with you, and you may live long
in the land” (Eph. 6:2). This promise is one indication of the importance of this
commandment. The other thing that highlights the special nature of this commandment is
its placement within the Ten Commandments. 

The Ten Commandments are clearly organized in two big categories. The first three
commandments deal with our relationship with God. This category is called the First Table
of the Law. The last seven commandments, the Second Table of the Law, tell us how we
should relate to other people. These two tables correspond to what Jesus calls the two
greatest commandments: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind,” and “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt.
22:37–39).

The order of the Second Table of the Law is also important. Murder is a greater sin than
adultery, which is a greater sin that stealing, or lying, or coveting. But why is the Fourth
Commandment first in the Second Table, ahead of “you shall not murder”? Is disobeying
your parents really worse than murder? Or maybe we should give up on thinking these
commandments are ordered?

The overall effect of this order is to get us to see our parents as a connection point
between our neighbors and our God. Throughout our upbringing our father and mother
stand between us and God and deliver His gifts to us: God clothes us, feeds us, protects
us and teaches His Word to us through our parents. 

So, parents have a very high calling from God. They are called to be stewards of the
greatest gift: the gift of life. 

Parenting thus gives us a keen insight into all our stewardship. Parents know that they
have been given a great treasure in their children, a treasure that does not belong to them,
yet for which they feel a great deal of responsibility. Truth be told, every gift we have been
given is like this, because everything we have - whether our own personal skills and
powers or our wealth and time - is all from God. He entrusts it all to us so that we can use
it all and take care of it all for His great purposes.



Board of Evangelism News

We had about 30 participants for our Christmas caroling outing. It was an evening
of sharing the joy of Christ’s birth with six different households of shut ins. It was very
rewarding to see and be a witness to our members who cannot join us for Sunday worship.
The fellowship afterward was also very enjoyable an uplifting.

In this newsletter (see next page) you will find a thank you note from Roxie Lee for
the money Trinity donated to the drama program at Hanceville Elementary. This was
money raised at our German lunch in October. Thank you again for everyone’s help at the
lunch.  You see that your service was appreciated.

January starts a new year, and we wonder what opportunities God will give our
congregation to be a witness to Him in the year 2024. To be prepared for these
opportunities we must stay close to Him and His Word through Bible study and church
attendance.

We would like to share with you another way to be close to God’s Word throughout
each day.  Included in this newsletter is information on KFUO Radio which is a broadcast
of The Lutheran Church----Missouri Synod.  This radio station shares Christ through
worship services, Bible and theology studies, as well as, practical talk programs, and
beautiful sacred music. The information shows possible ways you can tune in to KFUO
radio and shares a schedule of available programs and their days and times. Tuning in to
these programs during the day as you work, relax, or travel is a very easy way to stay
focused on God and His Word.  

May we all strive to be prepared to “share Christ anytime, anywhere” in 2024.

In His service,

Margie Burkart

256-531-4122





Thank You



KFOU INFORMATION








