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The Smells of Lent and Easter

When you began this season of Lent on Ash Wednesday you had
dirty ashes placed on your head. The acrid smell of the burning palms was
still in my nose from having prepared those ashes earlier in the day. Ashes
remind you of your sin, and they are a symbol of our need for repentance.

In a sense, your stinky, smelly, deathlike self was crucified and buried with Christ in the tomb of
Lent, awaiting to arise completely new on Easter. On Easter Jesus rose from the dead. In Holy
Baptism, you rise with Christ, just as He rose from the tomb. This is what the fragrant oil that drips
from the Easter lilies around the altar do, remind us that Jesus lives now and forever.

If you read through the Scriptures, you will see that the Holy Spirit’s work in the lives of God’s
people is often outwardly marked with oil. David was anointed by Samuel to be king and lovingly
expresses the joyful abundance of oil in Psalm 23:5: “You anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows.”

In the New Testament, Jesus was anointed directly by the Holy Spirit when He came in the
form of a dove at His Baptism. Jesus, the Messiah, is the Anointed One who is the ultimate
Prophet, Priest, and King. Since you are baptized into Christ, God’s mark or seal of ownership is
also placed on you, reassuring you that you are God’s royal son or daughter, and in Him, you are
a priest and king. As St. Peter says, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for His own possession.”

In the Early Church, the night of baptizing new adult Christians often took place on Easter
Vigil. After new Christians were immersed in the waters of Baptism, they rose up out of the water
and were anointed with perfumed oil. This reminded all who were baptized that they were marked
and sealed by the resurrected Christ. This might be why St. Paul said this about the work that he
and Titus did in preaching the Gospel: “For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those
who are being saved and among those who are perishing.”

As a Christian, your life smells different because you are different. In Christ, you are a sweet
and pleasing aroma to God. You are washed and baptized into the Anointed One, Jesus Christ.
You are, as St. Peter says, a living stone and anointed into a holy priesthood as the people of God.
Just as Aaron and his sons and priests were anointed to offer sacrifices to God, now you offer your
life and body as an acceptable sacrifice to God. Wherever you go will smell. You are the smell of
life to some because Jesus rose to life from the dead from that aromatically spiced tomb, and you
are baptized into Him. But you smell like death to others who hate and despise Jesus Christ. You
will be hated because death no longer has power over you and because you are in Christ. You are
connected to Jesus and the Holy Spirit dwells in you.

Dear friend in Christ, I pray that this Easter the beautiful scent of lilies will linger with you,
leaving an indelible and positive mark on your memory. I pray that you know how sweet you smell
not only to God but to everyone around you. You are baptized into Christ, and through His
resurrection from the dead, you live now wherever you go as a lovely, living sacrifice to God. So
rejoice this Easter. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.

In Christ,

Pastor Jankens
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8:45 am Sunday School
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7:30 am Breakfast
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              the Cross
9:00 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service
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1:00 pm Ladies Bible
              Study
6:00 pm Evangelism
6:30 pm Elders
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8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service
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10 am LifeLight Bible
           Study
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8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service
11:15 am Quarterly
                Voters’ Mtg.

      



Special Days for the Month of April 

Birthdays

Janice Davis 4/1

Richard Campbell 4/1

Jansen Morin 4/1

Brandon Gotch 4/3

Anna Morgan 4/4

Colleen Grund 4/4

Frances Brown 4/4

Angie Collins 4/7

Sophia Hudson 4/8

Doris Evers 4/9

Beau Barnett 4/11

Eugene Hamilton 4/13

Virginia Fox 4/17

Jelia Day 4/19

Emma Littleton 4/20

Jason Moody 4/23

Pamela Coan 4/25

Glenda Speegle 4/27

Anniversaries

Carl and Ellen Schmidt 4/4

Baptism Birthdays

JoAnn Reeves 4/1

Gail Dixon 4/1

Billy Barnett 4/5

Axel Greene 4/5

Beverly Greene 4/5

Robert Durand 4/6

Virginia Fox 4/17

Brandon Gotch 4/17

Carl Schmidt 4/27



LWML News

LWML met on Saturday, March 18 at 10:00am. There were 13
ladies in attendance. This is the second meeting during our
Saturday morning trial period. God is blessing us with more
ladies to share His Word and fellowship together.

Elnora sent 3 quilts to Lutheran World Relief.

The 2nd Tuesday Bible Study extension of the LWML had 11 ladies in attendance. This
is a wonderful opportunity to be in God’s Word and fellowship with women in our
congregation. Thank you Marty for leading us in this study each 2nd Tuesday of the month
at 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.

LWML will host a Rummage Sale on May 12th and 13th. Profits from the sale will go
towards the purchase of new green paraments for the Chancel.

There will be a Christian Growth Workshop April 22 at Grace Lutheran in Huntsville.
RSVP to Kay by 4/12 if you plan to attend. There is a $10 registration fee and the theme
is “The Heart of Jesus”.

A fall retreat will be held at Stonebridge in Cullman on October 13-15. We will have a
guest speaker, many fun and social events and a Bible Study based on Proverbs 31 “Godly
Women”. All women of Trinity and guest are invited to attend. Please let Kay or Judy know
if you would like to attend.

Kay asked that everyone pray for all involved and attending the LWML Nation Convention
that will be in Milwaukee in June.

Check the bulletin for the order form for Easter Lilies.

There will be an inside church clean up day on April 8 to prepare for Easter Sunday.
Please plan on joining us at 8:00am.

The ladies made 30 contacts via visitation, phone calls, or cards to the sick this month.

Donna Snow suggested at the end of our Bible study that we write on a card to keep
close by the following scripture verse Galatians 2:20. “I have been crucified with
Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by
faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me”. This verse will
change how we see others when we find it difficult to love like Jesus loves and allow
us to see ourselves as beloved in God's eyes.

The next LWML meeting will be on Saturday morning, April 15 at 10:00am.

As always, there is an open invitation to all the ladies of Trinity to join us for Bible study and
fellowship. It is a wonderful blessing to be in God’s Word and Christian fellowship with
special ladies and friends in Christ.



Board of Evangelism News

We’d like to remind everyone about the Palm Sunday Potluck on April 2nd ! The
Evangelism Board is providing meatloaf, ham, chicken, and drinks, so please bring your
favorite dish, or dessert.

The next packing date for the Knapsacks for kids is May 4th, if anyone would like to
help pack them, give a donation of Yoo-Hoo’s (boxed), or if you have any questions, please
call Linda Durand or Renee Smith.

Please don’t forget, when you finish with your Portals or Prayer, or Lutheran Witness
Magazines, please give them to a friend or loved one to encourage them as you are
encouraged.

Call Renee Smith at 205-492-9926 with any questions.

Blessings,
Love - Renee Smith



Board of Education News

Alleluia, He is Risen!!!!!!

The Board of Education would like to wish you and your family a very Blessed Easter!

For the past few years, the Board of Evangelism and the Board of Education have
co-hosted the Palm Sunday potluck and Easter egg hunt. This year will be no different!! 
(Palm Sunday is April 2.) The Board of Evangelism will be supplying the meat and drinks.
Please bring a side dish or a dessert. We would really appreciate it. There are currently
about 700 eggs for the children to gather after the meal, so please bring a basket for your
child/children to put their eggs in.

The Board of Education will be hosting the Easter breakfast potluck on April 9th at
7:30 a.m. Last year we took up a donation for the Missionary fund. We would like to do the
same this year.

Please remember: Sunday Bible class and Sunday school begins at 8:45 a.m.

                                Marty’s Ladies Bible class is every second Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.

                                LWML will be meeting on the second Saturday at 10:00 a.m.

                                Wednesday Bible class will resume April 19 at 10:00 a.m.

                                Young adult meeting to be determined by Andrew.

As always, Sunday service is at 10:00 a.m. each week!

As always in Christ,
Anne Gotch (256) 636-4288



Board of Elders News

Greetings everyone,

It’s truly a blessing to see the fellowship in the Body of Christ each Sunday, and the
Board of Elders is so thankful that Spring seems to have brought an increase in
attendance.

As this Lenten Season nears its end, we would like to encourage everyone to join
us at our mid-week services as well as our Sunday morning service with Sunday School
prior to the service. Sunday School is such a blessing, to be able to study God’s Word and
to answer questions, discuss, and interact with Pastor and fellow members. If you are
missing Sunday School, you are really missing something good.

• 4/7/23 – Maundy Thursday Service – 6:30PM
• 4/9/23 – Good Friday Service – 7:00PM (moved to 7 due to daylight savings

time causing extended daylight)
• 4/9/23 – Easter Sunday Service at 10AM (we will not be holding a Sunrise

Service on Easter Sunday)
o Breakfast which starts at 7:30AM
o Trinity’s traditional flowering of the cross at 8:30AM
o Sunday School 9AM

Our Security Team, which is under the oversight of the Elders, recently implemented
a “safety audit” to be conducted to ensure that we are meeting the requirements for a
congregation and building of our size. Thanks to Judy and Andrew Jankens for conducting
the audit, as they are safety qualified at their workplace and qualified to do the audit for us.
Following the results of the audit, we are purchasing:

• (7) Fire Extinguishers
• Adequate size, fully stocked, first aid kit
• We are seeking competitive pricing of (1) Automated External Defibrillator which

meets the recommendations of nurses in the congregation who were consulted.

The Elders are continuing to contact those we see absent from service, just to make
sure that all is well, and each of you can assist in this. We have started putting a sheet on
the table in the back of the sanctuary where the bulletins are located. It says, “Elders
Notes” and has the date. If you notice someone missing and would like the Elders to
contact them during the week, please write their name on the sheet as you leave service
that Sunday.

Please feel free to engage any of the Elders in conversation or approach us with any
questions or needs that you may have.

May the peace of the Lord be with you all.

Tim Smith / 205-492-0235



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – March 2023

Lenten Discipline: Denying the Self

We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls to our attention the
sufficiency of what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of God’s grace in the atoning work of
Jesus. It shows us the sufficiency of faith in Jesus’ work for us. It makes known the sufficiency of
God’s Word in faith and life. 

But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts — the gifts that pertain to
our redemption and salvation. Lent also reminds us of the sufficiency of the physical, temporal gifts
of God which pertain to this body and life. In other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly
contentment and of outward discipline and training of the body.  

This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire of our flesh, but to learn
to say no to them. And it does this in such a way that if you fail, it is no sin. It is a way to practice
without putting yourself into a compromising situation. 

Fasting is a good example of this outward training. When you fast, you are practicing saying no to
the desires of your body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you have not sinned. But you
have learned something about how your flesh works, how difficult it is to fight against it, and how
you need help from above to discipline the desires of your body. 

Another example is almsgiving. An increase in giving to the church and its mission during Lent is
also a form of outward training. We all know that our flesh finds security in money and stuff. By
committing to give more to the church, you are training your flesh. You are, by this outward
discipline, training yourself to be content with what God gives. You are practicing saying “no” to
your desires. Again, if you fail, you have not sinned. But you’ve learned just how powerful your flesh
is — it leads you instead of you leading it. You’ve learned how you need help from above in being
content with what God gives. 

This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way: 

But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we
cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will
be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. (1 Tim. 6:6–10)

Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this without sin by training our flesh this
Lenten season. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry/hich/af0/dbch/af35/loch/f0
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


Online Giving Update

We realize most people don’t carry cash or a checkbook anymore, and that makes
it hard to support our church. Our church has chosen a new online giving source whereby
costs to donate are nominal via online, mobile, or text.  We encourage you to consider our
electronic giving program.  Simply visit the church’s home page trinityhanceville.com and
click the “GIVE” icon and donate using your credit or debit card or set up a recurring giving
plan using your banking information.  In addition to the church website our church offers
text giving. Members and guests can contribute to any fund by simply sending a text
message. The instructions for text giving are enclosed. The following funds are available
online to receive contributions:

C  General Fund

C  Building Fund

C  Missions

C  Scholarship Fund

Thank you again for your continued support of our church and for all you do to
support our mission. Your spirited generosity ensures we can carry our message and our
works throughout our community and beyond for years to come!

Text Giving

Your text to give phone number is:  844.914.3788

It is recommended that you save the number as a contact. From a fund standpoint,
you will have a default fund automatically assigned to the text-to-give feature, however best
practice would be to text the word “funds” for all to appear.

The church member giving through text-to-give will just type in the dollar amount
(without the dollar sign i.e. “20”) in and send it to that number. They will then get an
auto-reply from the number saying they are almost done setting up their giving, and to click
on the link to finish set up. They will then input their card information and be able to donate.
If they create a profile, they won’t have to re-input their card information each time. It will
automatically pull the donation from the card linked to their profile.

See next page for more detailed help.

For any questions or help you can contact our Treasurer, Karry Morin, and she
would be happy to assist you!

https://trinityhanceville.360unite.com/home




Thank You


