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“March”- ing Through Lent

Lent continues in March this year with services on Sunday
and special mid-week Vespers services on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.
Lent wraps up with Maundy Thursday and Good Friday which are
April 6th and 7th. Those services will be at 6:30 pm as well.

Last month I wrote a bit about Lent - what it is and what it means. This month I
would like to speak a bit about it’s importance. You’ve often heard me say that you can’t
really have Easter celebration without first walking with Jesus to the cross on Good Friday.
Too much of the world wants to skip over the cross because “it’s just too depressing” and
that “certainly won’t get people in the pews.” But you can’t have a resurrection without a
death. You can’t have Easter without Lent and, especially, Good Friday.

This idea to skip the cross is not new. It’s not even mankind’s idea. In Scripture it
says, “Again, the devil took [Jesus] to a very high mountain and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, “All these I will give you,
if you will fall down and worship me.” Satan wanted Jesus to skip the cross and go
straight to the glory. If He did we’d all be eternally lost because we wouldn’t have a Savior -
we’d have an empty king ruling over a dead kingdom. Jesus loved us to much for that! 

Jesus Himself said what had to happen for us to be saved from sin and death. He
would have to take our sin. He would have to defeat our death. “See, we are going up to
Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and
scribes, and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him over to the Gentiles to
be mocked and flogged and crucified, and He will be raised on the third day.”

In Lent we walk with Jesus on that road to remind ourselves of the great, the
immeasurable, cost of our salvation - the brutal betrayal and death of the Son of God. So,
let us go up to Jerusalem with the Son of Man and witness, through God’s Holy Word, Him
being delivered over to death for us - FOR YOU.

Lent is considered by quite a few Christians as a “time of obligation.” You have to
do certain things - prayer, charity, repentance. You have to go to church. I believe, instead,
that we Christians should willingly want to observe Lent out of gratitude and love for our
Savior’s sacrifice for us. We should thankfully want to spend more time in prayer and take
advantage of every opportunity - Sundays and Wednesdays - to gather with God’s people
around Word and Sacrament. We should thankfully want to give more of ourselves - our
time, talents, and treasures - to the work of the Church and the care of the needy. Most
importantly, we should thankfully want to walk the road in repentance and grief over our
sins to the Cross where they are all paid for once-and-for-all.

Then, and only then, can we truly celebrate Easter. Knowing, living, the cost makes
the gift all the more precious. Jesus is going up to Jerusalem to be delivered over to death
for us. Let’s go with Him and witness this love for us that is beyond measure!

In Christ,

Pastor Jankens



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 March 2023
  

   1
6:30 pm Lenten              
 Vespers

2 3 4

5
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

6 7 8
6:30 pm Lenten              
 Vespers

9 10 11

12
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

13 14
1:00 pm Ladies Bible
              Study
6:00 pm  Evangelism

15
6:30 pm Lenten              
 Vespers

16 17 18
10 am LWML

19
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

20 21 22
6:30 pm Lenten              
 Vespers

23
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

24 25

26
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

27 28 29
6:30 pm Lenten              
 Vespers

30 31  



Special Days for the Month of
March 

Birthdays

Casey Culwell 3/2

Marion Fox 3/3

Kylie DuBose 3/3

Robert Durand 3/5

Ellen Schmidt 3/8

Margie Burkart 3/9

David Dingler 3/16

Beverly Greene 3/16

Cindy Jones 3/18

Victoria McClure 3/18

Myra Stimson 3/20

Howard Hays 3/21

JoAnn Reeves 3/22

Don Cochran 3/24

Alesia Ayers 3/24

Paula Wiram 3/27

Carl Lampitt 3/28

Timothy Smith 3/30

Anniversaries

Wayne and Sharron Nichols 3/7

Baptism Birthdays

Norma Lampitt 3/3

Isaac Dale 3/7

Lou Dingler 3/14

Lee Michelfelder 3/18

Carsten Kretzschmar 3/18

Debbie Hamilton 3/19

Timothy Smith 3/22

Margie Burkart 3/23

Linda Durand 3/23

Patricia Brooks 3/23

Casey Culwell 3/28



FORT WAYNE, IN, February 8, 2023 - The Board of Regents of Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW), called Dr. Carl Beckwith to serve as Professor of
Historical Theology at its meeting January 20. Beckwith, who currently serves as Professor
of Divinity at Beeson Divinity School, Samford University, in Birmingham, Alabama, has
accepted the call and will make the transition to Fort Wayne this summer.

“Dr. Beckwith brings to the CTSFW faculty wonderful academic expertise, seasoned
experience as a theological professor, and 14 years of being an LCMS parish pastor,” said
CTSFW Provost Dr. Charles Geischen. “He will be a great blessing to our students, his
colleagues, and the wider church."

Beckwith holds a PhD in history of Christianity/historical theology from the University of
Notre Dame, an MA in history of Christian doctrine from Yale University, an MPhil in church
history from Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland, and a BA in history and ancient studies from
St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota. Prior to his appointment at Beeson Divinity School,
he taught at Thiel College, Greenville, Pennsylvania, and the University of Notre Dame. His
many scholarly works include Hilary of Poitiers on the Trinity (Oxford UP, 2008); The Holy
Trinity, Confessional Lutheran Dogmatics, vol. III (Luther Academy, 2016); and Martin
Luther’s Basic Exegetical Writings (CPH, 2017), which he edited.

Beckwith joined the pastoral ministry of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS)
through colloquy in 2009 and has served two congregations, Hope Lutheran Church in
Birmingham, Alabama (2009-2016), and Trinity Lutheran Church in Hanceville, Alabama,
where he has served as associate pastor since 2016.

“It is with great joy that I accept the call to join the faculty of Concordia Theological
Seminary,” said Beckwith. “I’m grateful for this opportunity and look forward to serving our
Lord and his church by advancing in every way I can the mission of CTSFW to form
servants in Jesus Christ who teach the faithful, reach the lost, and care for all.”



Board of Elders News

Greetings everyone,

It has been so encouraging to see our pews more filed at our services recently, as
we continue to see some new faces joining our Trinity family, along with some long absent
faces returning. We were also able to celebrate the joy of a double baptism during the
month of February. It’s truly a blessing to see the fellowship in the Body of Christ each
Sunday.

As this is the Lenten Season, we would like to encourage everyone to join us at our
mid-week services as well as our Sunday morning services.

• Lenten Services on Wednesday evening’s at 6:30PM
• 4/7/23 – Maundy Thursday Service – 6:30PM
• 4/9/23 – Good Friday Service – 6:30PM
• 4/9/23 – Easter Sunday Service (we will not be holding a Sunrise Service on      
             Easter Sunday)

On Thursday 2/16/23, the Elders board was approached with a request for
assistance for a family in our community who needed some financial assistance due to
their recent health and employment situations. The Elders submitted their
recommendations and worked with the Board of Stewardship, who administers the We
Care Fund disbursements, to assist the family that day with $150 toward their immediate
need.

The Elders are continuing to contact those we see absent from service, just to make
sure that all is well, and each of you can assist in this. We have started putting a sheet on
the table in the back of the sanctuary where the bulletins are located. It says, “Elders
Notes” and has the date. If you notice someone missing and would like the Elders to
contact them during the week, please write their name on the sheet as you leave service
that Sunday.

Please feel free to engage any of the Elders in conversation or approach us with any
questions or needs that you may have.

May the peace of the Lord be with you all.
Tim Smith / 205-492-0235



Board of Education News

The Board of Education would like to welcome Lincoln and Willa Smith to our family!!!

Fun fact: St. Patrick was a fifth century Christian missionary sent to Ireland to bring
Christianity converting its pagan society. Upon achieving this goal, he was given the nick
name the “Apostle of Ireland”.  It is said that when he was teaching about the Holy Trinity
he used a 3 leaf clover to represent the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Today, the
4-leaf clover has become a popular symbol of the Irish culture with several interpretations
on its meaning. First and foremost is faith, hope, love and luck. The best one in my opinion
is the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit and God’s grace.

The Board of Education will be spreading God’s grace on March 12th after service.

Please remember also that the month of March is a time for reflection on the crucifixion
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus.

Times for study and service:

Sunday Mornings at 8:45 am (Sunday School and Adult Bible class)
Sunday Service at 10:00 am
Wednesday Lenten service at 6:30 pm
The second Tuesday of the month with Marty at 1:00 pm
March and April LWML on the 3rd Saturday at 10:00 am
Young adult bible study (Please see Andrew for the day and time)

As always in Christ,
Anne Gotch (256) 636-4288



Board of Evangelism News

We had a wonderful time of fellowship on the afternoon of Sunday February 19th!
Thank you to all who came and participated! Thanks also to the Board of Evangelism
ladies for providing the meal and all of their hard work!

The next packing date for the Knapsacks for kids is May 4 th , if anyone would like
to help pack them, give a donation of Yoo-Hoo’s (boxed), or if you have any questions,
please call Linda Durand or Renee Smith.

Please don’t forget, when you finish with your Portals or Prayer, or Lutheran Witness
Magazines, please give them to a friend or loved one to encourage them as you are
encouraged.

Call Renee Smith at 205-492-9926 with any questions.

Blessings,
Love - Renee Smith



LWML News

New Meeting day and time trial (3rd Saturday of the month at 10:00am) Ladies of
Trinity LWML met on Saturday morning at 10:00am, February 18. There were 8 members
and 1 visitor in attendance.

Margie led us in a wonderful Bible Study titled “A New Spring Wardrobe”. We
discovered thru scripture “The Perfect Fit” for a new spiritual make over.

Elnora sent 3 quilts to The Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch. She told me “Just 3" 
when I asked her how many she had sent. She is truly an amazing witness for us all.

The 2nd Tuesday Bible Study extension of the LWML had 11 ladies in attendance.
This bible study and fellowship was enjoyed by all. This is a wonderful opportunity to be
in God’s word and fellowship with women in our church. Thank you Marty for leading us
in this study each 2nd Tuesday of the month at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

The LWML 40th biennial International convention will be in Milwaukee, WI in June
2023. Please pray for the convention hosts, leaders and all that will be attending.

The LWML will host a Spring Rummage Sale on May 12 & 13th. Be cleaning out
your closets to help prepare for the sale.

The ladies made 16 contacts via visitation, phone calls or cards to the sick this
month.

The next LWML meeting will be on Saturday morning, March 18th at 10:00 am.
As always, there is an open invitation to all the ladies of Trinity to join us for Bible study and
fellowship. It is a wonderful blessing to be in God’s Word and Christian fellowship with
special ladies and friends in Christ.

Kantorei Service of Choral Music at St. Paul’s Cullman

The Kantorei of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW), will be at St.
Paul’s in Cullman Tuesday, March 7th at 6:00 pm and we are invited to this worship service.

The service will include choral music for the season, directed by Kantor Kevin Hildebrand
and accompanied by Associate Kantor Matthew Machemer. CTSFW professor Rev. Dr.
Don Wiley will be traveling with the choir and serving as liturgist and preacher in most
locations.

The Kantorei is a men’s choir of CTSFW students studying for the pastoral ministry. The
Kantorei represents the Seminary on two annual tours and sings for daily chapel services,
seasonal Choral Vespers, and other events. The choir has also recorded several CDs of
sacred music, including a newly released recording, “Wide Open Stand the Gates,”
available on campus, at tour locations, and downloadable at audio streaming services.











Thank You


