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Promised Treasures - Lent

Lent begins in February this year with Ash Wednesday on February 22nd.
We will have Wednesday evening Lenten services every week after that through
March 28th. Lent wraps up with Maundy Thursday and Good Friday which are April
6th and 7th. All services will be at 6:30 pm.

Why do we observe Lent? Historically, Lent developed as a season of preparation for Holy
Baptism. Liturgically and theologically, Lent is the Church’s refocus on the significance of Holy Baptism.
The daily drowning of the Old Adam in us through contrition and repentance, which characterizes the
entire Christian life of discipleship, is deliberately intensified during Lent as a renewal of faith and life in
Christ. This repentance is always the divine work of the Holy Spirit through the Law and the Gospel. The
Law crucifies the Old Adam, and the Gospel raises up the new man in us. Thus, a Lenten focus on the
cross and Passion of the Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response but is a pointed
proclamation and confession of the Law and the Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. Lent is properly penitential when it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross of Christ
as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life, and salvation.

While Lent is “not in the Bible,” the Church has used this time before Easter for hundreds of years
for all the reasons listed above and in preparation for a proper celebration of our Lord’s resurrection and
His victory over sin and Satan for us. The “gift” of Easter is much more well understood and appreciated
when its “cost” is seen during Lent. 

This Lenten season, we have a fresh opportunity to embrace God’s amazing love for us, His
baptized children, in new ways. St. Paul clearly says that “faith comes from hearing” (Romans 10:17),
but the Gospel is also communicated through the physical senses of sight, smell, touch, and taste. Jesus
mentions that a good teacher not only brings out new treasures but reminds people of old and rich
treasures as well (see Matthew 13:52). So, each Wednesday in Lent, we will take a weekly journey to
concretely see, smell, touch, and taste a number of biblical elements. Our Lenten series is called
Promised Treasures. Just as Israel wandered through the wilderness under Moses for forty years,
awaiting the Promised Land, we await heaven in the wilderness of this life. Life as exiles in the
wilderness of this world is not easy and pain-free. In this vale of tears, we await our real home, the new
promised land of heaven. Until we enter our eternal promised land, however, the Lord calls us to be His
light in this dark world (see Colossians 3; Ephesians 4). This series will begin with ashes, then proceed
to salt, water, light, bread, and finally, palms. Then, during Holy Week, the focus shifts toward water and
blood, wood, fragrant oil, and finally, on Easter, milk and honey. All these beautiful Old and New
Testament elements will remind you of God’s eternal love in Christ, fill you with renewed hope, and
increase your joy, knowing that because we are His baptized children, God is near to us now more than
ever.

In last month’s message I spoke about us all being renewed and resolute during this new year.
Jesus told His disciples (that’s us!), “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow Me.” True, faith-empowered, Christian living is self-denying and sacrificial. Plan
now - right now - to be self-denying and sacrificial of your talents and treasures but, specifically your
time, and be in worship for ALL of our special Lenten services this season. God will bless you! Of that
there is no doubt! Remember, Lent is properly penitential as it brings the cross to sinners and sinners
to the cross of Christ as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life, and salvation. You cannot receive
that blessing from Him if you choose not to be where He offers it.

In Christ,

Pastor Jankens



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 February 2023
  

   1
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

2 3 4

5
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

6 7 8
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

9 10 11

12
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

13 14
1:00 pm Ladies Bible
              Study
6:00 pm  Elders
6:00 pm  Evangelism

15
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

16 17 18
10 am LWML

19
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service
4:00 pm Fellowship
              Night

20 21 22
6:30 pm Ash
              Wednesday
              Service

23
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

24 25

26
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

27 28     



Special Days for the Month of
February 

Birthdays

Kathy Hays 2/2

Dewayne Coan 2/2

Norma Lampitt 2/3

Natalia Hudson 2/6

Teeny Teichmiller 2/8

Debbie Hamilton 2/9

Renee Smith 2/9

Collin Jankens 2/12

Spencer Cameron-Morin 2/16

Isaac Dale 2/18

Sieglinde Roberson 2/25

Anniversaries

Robert and Teeny Teichmiller 2/5

Baptism Birthdays

Robert Jochum 2/1

Carl Beckwith 2/3

Amelia Cameron-Morin 2/8

Matty Morgan 2/11

Jason Moody 2/13

Judy Jankens 2/15

Chloe Bales 2/15

Zachary Williams 2/18

David Jankens 2/18

Collin Jankens 2/20



LWML News

Ladies of Trinity LWML met on Monday evening, January 16. There were 11
members in attendance. We are continuing our Bible Study "Where Love Abides" by
Donna Snow.

Elnora continues to send quilts to Lutheran World Relief and The Dakota Boys and
Girls Ranch (6 per month).

MEETING DAY CHANGE: A MOTION WAS MADE AND CARRIED THAT THE LWML
WOULD MEET EVERY THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH AT 10:00 AM FOR THE
NEXT 3 MONTHS BEGINNING IN FEBRUARY.

This decision was made in hopes that more ladies would have the opportunity to
attend LWML meetings. We felt this would be a better time for women who do not
drive at night, working women and ladies who have children. This is a trial and God
willing a better day and time for the women of our congregation to Serve The Lord
With Gladness.

The 2nd Tuesday Bible Study extension of the LWML had 16 ladies in attendance
for January.

Judy proposed ladies getting together to do a service project. Suggestions were
made to make calming quilts or lap blankets for the nursing home and pregnancy kits for
moms or pregnancy centers. This is something LWML ladies will be considering.

The ladies made 50 contacts via visitation or phone calls to the sick in December
and January.

As always, there is an open invitation to all the ladies of Trinity to join us now every third
Saturday morning at 10:00 am for Bible Study and fellowship.



Board of Elders News

Greetings everyone, 

It has been encouraging to see our pews more filed at our services recently, as we
see some new faces joining our Trinity family, along with some long absent faces returning. 

As we prepare to enter the Lenten Season, we would like to encourage everyone
to join us at our mid-week services as well. 

• 2/22/23 – Ash Wednesday Service – 6:30PM / with Wednesday services
continuing weekly through 3/29/23 

• 4/7/23 – Maundy Thursday Service – 6:30PM 
• 4/9/23 – Good Friday Service – 6:30PM 
• 4/9/23 – Easter Sunday Service (we will not be holding a Sunrise Service on

Easter Sunday)

We’d like to thank Tommy Junkins for his willingness to serve. As most of you know,
he has formerly served on the Board of Elders, and he has had to move out of town for
work (Illinois), however he returns to the community during periods of off time and around
holidays. He has expressed an interest in assisting in the service, if needed, when he is
home, and you may see him with us during the serving of communion. We appreciate his
help and look forward to serving with him again. 

The Elders are continuing to contact those we see absent from service, just to make
sure that all is well, and each of you can assist in this. We have started putting a sheet on
the table in the back of the sanctuary where the bulletins are located. It says, “Elders
Notes” and has the date. If you notice someone missing and would like the Elders to
contact them during the week, please write their name on the sheet as you leave service
that Sunday. 

Please feel free to engage any of the Elders in conversation or approach us with any
questions or needs that you may have.
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 

Tim Smith / 205-492-0235



Board of Education News

1 John 4:16 “So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love,
and whoever abides in love abides in God and God abides in him.”

February is very well known as the month for love. That being the case, the Board of
Education will be sharing some love on Sunday, February 12th, after service.

Great news! To date, we have 3 children taking advantage of the McNutt scholarship for the
2023-2024 school year. (We’re waiting for some paperwork to come in on at least one more child!)

A great big “Thank You” to everyone that contributed to the scholarship fund in 2022. Your
generosity and continued support is greatly appreciated.

There are several Bible study groups being offered during the month:

• Sunday Mornings at 8:45am (Sunday School and Adult Bible class)

• The second Tuesday of the month with Marty at 1:00pm

• February, March, and April LWML on the 3rd Saturday at 10:00 am

• Young adult Bible study (Please see Andrew for the day and time)

• Wednesday morning at 10:00am with Pastor

Yours in Christ,
Anne Gotch (256) 636-4288

Board of Evangelism News

The next packing date for the Knapsacks for kids is May 4th, if anyone would like to help
pack them, give a donation of Yoo-Hoo’s (boxed), or if you have any questions, please call Linda
Durand or Renee Smith.

Please don’t forget, when you finish with your Portals or Prayer, or Lutheran Witness
Magazines, please give them to a friend or loved one to encourage them as you are encouraged.

We are looking forward to our plans for the year 2023, and our
first activity is planned for February 19th. It is a family game night and
Marti Gras meal of Jambalaya, Gumbo, and Red Beans and Rice
provided. Please bring desserts!

Call Renee Smith at 205-492-9926 with any questions.

God Bless each of you!
Love - Renee Smith











Thank You


