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Renewed and Resolute

From the December 27 Portals of Prayer devotion it says: “The Epitome of the
Formula of Concord teaches, ‘We also believe, teach, and confess that all people, but
especially those are born again and renewed by the Holy Spirit, are obligated to do good
works (IV 8-9, emphasis added)’. The author goes on to say that “Christ, in His person
and work, enables and enlivens our spirits [and] gives us power to love our neighbors as
ourselves as we discipline ourselves in obedience to the commands of Holy Scripture.”

I know, it almost sounds un-Lutheran to some that we are “obligated to do good works” but it is not! The 
note on EP IV from the Reader’s Edition of the Book of Concord explains: “It is wrong to say that good works are
necessary for salvation. It is also wrong to say that they are harmful for salvation. Just as wrong, however, is to
avoid the discussion of good works altogether. Perhaps the best analogy for good works - and a biblical one at
that  -is to think of them as fruit on a tree (Matthew 7:17). A living tree bears fruit. A dead tree bears no fruit. A
person who is alive through faith in Christ will do good works. On the other hand, a person who is spiritually dead,
that is, without faith in Christ, may perform certain outward actions, but they are not good works. While good works
play no role in our salvation, they are very much part of our lives as God’s children. Good works in the Christian
life do not result from our fearing God’s punishment. Rather, they result from God loving us. God’s perfect love
in Christ drives out all fear and replaces it with a heart, soul, and mind that love Him and serve our neighbor.”

We are finishing the Christmas season and moving into Epiphany. The Christmas message has again
renewed our faith. The coming of Christ, or Immanuel, points us to Jesus - His person and work. He left His throne
in heaven and came to take our humanity into His Divinity so that He could take our place under the Law and give
to us, in exchange for our sin, His full and perfect righteousness. This was done when He died on the cross for
us and then rose again to show our debt of sin completely paid. 

The Epiphany season is a revelation to us exactly who Jesus is. On the first Sunday we hear of His baptism
as it is revealed by His Father’s voice from heaven that “This [Jesus] is My beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.” On that last Sunday of Epiphany we hear of Jesus’ Transfiguration where we are given a glimpse of
His full glory as God and again the Father says, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am will pleased; listen
to Him.” And surely we should listen to Him for in Him alone is the Word of life and salvation that makes us
“people . . . born again and renewed by the Holy Spirit” for we are baptized children of God and in our baptism we
have received the Holy Spirit and His renewal. We are born again. The old selfish past person we were is gone.
The new creation in Christ that we have been made by water and the Word has arisen.

The rest of the Sundays of Epiphany are more revelation of who Jesus is as our Messiah in the miracles
He performed. But the thing about all of those miracles is that they truly were “good works” for the well-being of
the Church and others. In the Wedding at Cana He helped out a young couple but, more importantly for the good
of the Church, He “manifested His glory. And His disciples believed in Him.” He later encounters a leper and
heals him and then also heals the servant of a Centurion which is also for the good of the Church for Jesus says
of this Gentile, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith.”

So, what about us then? What about you? What about me? The title of this message is Renewed and
Resolute. There is no doubt you and I have been renewed and will continue to be renewed as we together come
to God’s house and receive Jesus through Word and Sacrament and as you abide in God’s Word, every day, in
personal Bible reading and in corporate Bible study - you and your children and grandchildren!

Now is the time to be resolute! Do not hinder the spiritual fruit that the Holy Spirit wishes to produce in you.
By the power of the Holy Spirit and in great joy because of your salvation in Jesus be resolute! “A living tree bears
fruit. A dead tree bears no fruit. A person who is alive through faith in Christ will do good works.” Be resolute in
your presence in God’s house and in His Word. Be resolute in good works to your fellow man. Look for needs and
fill them as Christ did. Be resolute in your support through your time, talents, and treasures to Trinity congregation
because it is God’s gift to us to be His light in the world. When you’re asked to help or serve then find a way. Jesus
told His disciples (that’s us!), “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow Me.” True, faith-empowered, good works are self-denying and sacrificial. This Year of our Lord 2023
Jesus will continue to renew us so may we, in joyful thanksgiving, be resolute in sacrificial service and good works.

In Christ,

Pastor Jankens



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 January 2023
  

1
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

2 3 4 5 6 7

8
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service
11:15 am Parish
                Planning
                Council

9 10
1:00 pm Ladies Bible
              Study

11
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

12 13 14

15
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

16 17
6:00 pm  Elders
6:00 pm  Evangelism

18
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

19 20 21

22
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service
11:15 am Voters’
                Meeting

23
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

24 25
10:00 am LifeLight
                Bible Study

26 27 28

29
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am    Divine Service

30 31     



Special Days for the Month of 
January 

Birthdays

Carl Schmidt 1/8

Sandy Bales 1/10

Robert Jochum 1/11

Lee Michelfelder 1/13

Zachary Williams 1/17

Judy Jankens 1/18

Denise Yarbrough 1/20

Susan Cupp 1/30

Matthew Bales 1/30

David Jankens 1/31

Anniversaries

Billy and Kristen Barnett 1/15

Baptism Birthdays

Don Cochran 1/1

Tony Wise 1/1

Teeny Teichmiller 1/1

Karry Morin 1/1

Jansen Morin 1/1

Spencer Morin 1/1

Patsy Armstrong 1/1

Dianne Holcomb 1/2

Beau Barnett 1/4

Terry Junkins 1/18

Sandy Bales 1/22

David Dingler 1/25

Benjamin Wise 1/26

Robert Teichmiller 1/29



Board of Elders News

Greetings everyone, 

It was so encouraging to see our pews full at our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Although the attendance
at our Advent services wasn’t what it should have been, it was a blessing to see so many families at our Christmas services,
and the message delivered at each of them was a blessing to those who were there. 

In 2023, the Elder’s will continue to perform our duties during weekly services, and assist our pastors as needed. 

As so many make “New Year’s Resolutions” at the start of the New Year, I would like to invite each of you who do
this to consider adding some of the following resolutions for 2023 if they apply, which sometimes people don’t often think
of: 

• attend church more regularly and consistently (even the special mid-week services during Lent and Advent) 
• give of your time, talents, and treasures more generously and sacrificially (there are so many needs in our

congregation to consider) 
• attend a Bible Study, whether that is on Sunday morning, or the Ladies study, or the Wednesday study (God’s

word gives us strength in this troubled world) 
• partake in personal Bible study if you aren’t already (even if that is simply doing the daily readings that are listed

on the back of the bulletin) 

As you may remember from the last few months’ newsletters, to help you know your Elders better, each of us have
provided a short bio in the newsletter, so for this month, our final elder bio will be Andrew Jankens who will share a bit
about himself. 

My name is Andrew Jankens. I am the son of Pastor Jankens and I’ve been a member of this congregation for 20+
years. I work at Birmingham Fastener’s Hanceville Distribution Center as the Shipping Team Lead. 

For our December Elder’s meeting, we decided to have some fellowship time together and we met for supper at
Johnny’s B-B-Q in Cullman AL. It is an honor to serve with each of these men, and I am grateful for their service to Trinity
Congregation. 

Pictured above (left front – Andrew Jankens, left middle – Weston Morin, left rear – Pastor John Jankens, right front – Tim
Smith, right rear – Robert Durand) 

Please feel free to engage any of the Elders in conversation or approach us with any questions or needs that you
may have. 

May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
Tim Smith / 205-492-0235 



Board of Education News

Happy New Year!!!

The Board of Education prays the New Year brings you health, wealth and
happiness. With God beside you, nothing is impossible!

Can you believe it? 2023!! It’s already time to think about the 2023-2024 school year
at St. Paul’s! Yep, sign up will be held on January 8th after service in the fellowship hall.
If you would like to sign up for the McNutt scholarship, please come and see us directly
after service.

There are always new and exciting Bible classes you can attend each month. Here
are a few:

• Every 2nd Tuesday, women’s Bible class with Marty at 1:00 p.m. in the
fellowship hall

• Every 3rd Monday, LWML meets at 6:30 p.m. (please watch the bulletin for
further information)

• Every Wednesday, Pastor’s Bible class at 10:00 a.m. meets in the fellowship
hall

• Every Sunday Morning at 8:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall.

And a brand new Bible meeting with Andrew for the Young Adults of the
congregation…..more information to follow.

Our Sunday school also begins at 8:45 a.m. with Paula teaching the Little Lambs
(ages 2-7) and Francis teaching the Angels (ages 8-13). Let’s keep our teachers busy this
year!!
 

Yours in Christ,

Anne Gotch (256) 636-4288



Board of Evangelism News

Our year end Christmas Caroling for our members who are shut in’s and the
Assisted Living Facility was very well attended and it was a blessing to everyone who
participated as well as those who we visited.

Afterwards the gathering at the Burkart's house for refreshments and treats was a
wonderful time of fellowship. A huge thanks to them for their hospitality in hosting this event
and opening their doors to the congregation every year!

We met with the teachers at Hanceville School and distributed the money raised
from the October German Meal accordingly to their needs.

The next packing date for the Knapsacks for kids is January 5th, if anyone would
like to help pack them, give a donation of Yoo-Hoo’s (boxed), or if you have any questions,
please call Linda Durand or Renee Smith.

We are looking forward to our plans for the year 2023, stay tuned!

Also, don’t forget, when you finish with your Portals or Prayer, or Lutheran Witness
Magazines, please give them to a friend or loved one to encourage them as you are
encouraged.

Call Renee Smith at 205-492-9926 with any questions.

God Bless each of you!
Love - Renee Smith
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