
First Sunday after Christmas                                     December 29, 2015 

A Service of Readings and Carols 
 (Congregation stands) 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude    

 

Opening Hymn                               Let All Together Praise Our God# 389 

 

 

 
  

6 He is the key and He the door        7    Your grace in lowliness 

revealed, 

    To blessèd paradise;                             Lord Jesus, we adore 

The angel bars the way no more.          And praise to God the Father 

yield 

    To God our praises rise,                        And Spirit evermore; 

    To God our praises rise.                        We praise You evermore. 
Used by permission 

  

  

Call to Worship 

P: Dear friends in Christ:  At this Christmas time once again we delight to hear the  message of 

the angels and in heart and mind go to Bethlehem to see this thing which is come to pass, the 

Babe lying in the manger. But before we approach our Lord, let us seek his forgiveness. 

 

Confession and Absolution 



P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.) 

 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have  

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our  

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve  

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in  

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 

the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun 

this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

  With hearts full of worship and praise let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the 

loving purposes of God from the first days of our turning away from God to the glorious 

Redemption brought to us by this Holy Child. 

 

First Lesson  Genesis 2:4-9 

Choice immediately enters the picture. Both the tree of life and the tree of  

the knowledge of good and evil are placed in the center of the garden. 
 
 
4
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that 

the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 
5 
When no bush of the field was yet in the 

land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to 
rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, 

6 
and a mist was going up from the 

land and was watering the whole face of the ground— 
7 
then the LORD God formed the man 

of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
living creature. 

8 
And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the 

man whom he had formed. 
9 
And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree 

that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 

Hymn   Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  # 386 
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Second Lesson  Genesis 22:15-18 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed  

shall the nations of the earth be blessed. 

 
15 

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven
16 

and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 

17 
I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the 

stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate 
of his enemies, 

18 
and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 

have obeyed my voice.” 
 

Hymn   The Lamb # 547 
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Third Lesson  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 

 
2
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shone. 
 
6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. 

7 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 

David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Hymn   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear # 366 



 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

 
Fourth Lesson  Micah 5:2-4 

The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem. 

 
2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 

shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from 
ancient days.  

3 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 

given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
4 
And he shall 

stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of 
the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth. 

 

Hymn   Go Tell It on the Mountain # 388 
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Fifth Lesson  Luke 1:26-38 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 
26 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 
27 

to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph,of the house of 

David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 
28 

And he came to her and said,  

 

 

 

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
29 

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 

and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
30 

And the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31 

And behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
32 

He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 

David, 
33 

and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” 
34 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 

God. 
36 

And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is 

the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37 

For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” 
38 

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 

word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 

 

Hymn   Of the Father’s Love Begotten # 384 
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Sixth Lesson  Luke 2:1-7 

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 

2 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

3 
And all went 

to be registered, each to his own town. 
4 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town 

of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, 

5 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 

child. 
6 
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 

7 
And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 



 

Hymn   Once in Royal David’s City # 376 

 

 

 

 
  

 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 
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Seventh Lesson  Luke 2:8-16 

The shepherds go to the manger. 

 
8 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 
9 
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear.
10 

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 

For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 

And this will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 

And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 



15 
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” 
16 

And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 

 

 

 

 

Hymn   Gentle Mary Laid Her Child # 374 

 

 

 

 
 Public domain 
 

Eighth Lesson  Matthew 2:1-11 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2 
saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 
When Herod the king 

heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4 
and assembling all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
5 
They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 
7 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 

had appeared. 
8 
And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 

and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
9 
After 



listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 

rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10 

When they saw 

the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 

And going into the house they saw the child 

with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 

treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

 

 

Hymn   As With Gladness Men of Old # 397 
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  Congregation shall stand for the Ninth Lesson 

 

Ninth Lesson  John 1:1-14 

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 
He was 

in the beginning with God. 
3 
All things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. 
4 
In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

5 
The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 
He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8 
He was not the light, but came to 

bear witness about the light. 
9 
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 

world. 
10 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 

him. 
11 

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
12 

But to all who did receive 



him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13 

who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 

And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Hymn   Thy Strong Word # 578 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  



5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

  
6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Used by permission. 

 
Homily   Seminarian Ben Berteau 

 

Prayers 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray. 

 

P: … let us pray to the Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

(Loose coins directly support LCMS families studying for the ministry  

through Coins for Christ.) 

Voluntary 

 

Prayer for Christmas 

Almighty God, who has given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and at 

this time to be born of a pure Virgin: Grant that we, being given new life in Christ and made 

your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit, ever one God, world 

without end.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, 



     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
Recessional Hymn Joy to the World # 387 
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Postlude  


