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Good Morning!  We welcome you today as a part of God’s family here at Trinity!  
We hope that your experience here is meaningful and will be lasting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity is a liturgical Lutheran church using the Divine Service as written in the Lutheran Service 
Book. Today's Divine Service is printed for you in this bulletin. Today’s service is being live 
streamed to YouTube and will be available later in the day on Trinity’s Facebook page and Website. 
The receiving of communion will not be recorded to preserve the sanctity of the sacrament. During 
this time, the recording will be directed to the stained-glass window above the altar so communion 
hymns can still be shared. By entering the service, you consent to the video recording to be used for 
live streaming, inclusion on our web site and Facebook, and/or any other purpose by Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 

 

  

Visitors – We are so happy you are joining us for Worship today.  If this is your first visit at Trinity, 
please take a moment to complete the Visitor Card found in front of you in the pew. Then place the 
card in the Offering Plate as it is passed during the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR – Flo and Richard Ball, Suri Capehart, Janet Eddy, 
Chuck Edsall, Pastor Charles Froehlich, Pat Gregory, Terry Ingmire, Jan Knickelbein, Julie and Sam 
Locklear, Mary Ann Medlin, Brenda Pendry, Bob and Carol Petrie, Sherrie Schirmer, Boyd Sylvester, 
Linda Vernick and Sarah Von Moll. 
   

 
 

 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION – In the Sacrament of Holy Communion our Lord Jesus comes to us with His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another. He invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all their sin and 
forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us. 

 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the LCMS, and yet 
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the Pastor before communing.  
For further study, see Matt. 5:23ff, 10:32ff, 18:15-35, 26:26-29; Acts 2:38, 42; 1 Cor. 10:16, 11:17-34 

 

Other Christians and children who have not completed instruction may come forward, cross their arms over their chest and 

receive a blessing. During distribution, the Common Cup will be offered first followed by the Individual Cup.  For 

those who prefer it for any reason, the cups in the center of the tray contain a grape juice option. Please let the pastor 

know if you need a Gluten Free wafer. 
 

(Before communing, we ask that first time guests and visitors please speak with the Pastor.)  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Today’s Worship Participants 
   Greeter  John Malone 
   Ushers                                                                                         Ted Smith and Errol Jennings  
   Lector                                                                                                                   Sharyn Leiding   
   Communion Assistant                                                                                      John Knickelbein  
   Video Stream                                                                                                           Ted Baroody 
             Host/Hostess                                                                                                                        xxxxx  

Participants for Next Sunday 
   Greeter  Orry Watts 
   Ushers                                                                                       Doug Sulak and Scott Thieman   
   Lector                                                                                                                        Ken Leiding   
   Communion Assistant                                                                                                Bill Sontag  
   Video Stream                                                                                                            Bud Hubert 
             Host/Hostess                                                                                                                      Choir  



Third Sunday in Advent                                          December 17, 2023 
 

Divine Service Setting Three  
 

The congregation sits quietly. Please be aware that some people use the time prior to the service for 

reflection and meditation in the sanctuary.  You are encouraged to talk to God before the Service, let 

God talk to you in the Service, then talk to one another after the Service. 
 
 
 

Organ Prelude                             O Thou Whose Coming                                    Richard Warner 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship   Stand and face the Processional Cross (rear of the Church) 
 

Processional Hymn                   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                                        LSB 515 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Each Sunday we light a new candle on the Advent wreath. 

This week we light the third candle, the pink joy candle. 

It represents the joy we have in the coming King, Jesus Christ. 
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Advent Hymn                       Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                   LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Service of the Word 
Introit   

C  Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

      and grant us your salvation. 

      Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

      for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 

     Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

      that glory may dwell in our land. 

     Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

      and our land will yield its increase. 

     Righteousness will go before him 

      and make his footsteps a way. 

     Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

      and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, 

      is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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Kyrie   

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 

C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 

our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                              Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

 because the LORD has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 

 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

 and the day of vengeance of our God; 

 to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 

 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

 they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 

 the devastations of many generations. . . . 
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8For I the LORD love justice; 

 I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 

 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge them, 

 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual 
C    Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

         Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

        Behold, your king is coming to you; 

         righteous and having salvation. 

        Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

         From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 

Epistle                                                                                      1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test 

everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 

 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is 

faithful; he will surely do it. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia   

 
 



Holy Gospel                                                                                   John 1:6–8, 19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 
 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to 

bear witness about the light. . . . 

 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 

him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 

answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you 

baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I 

baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, 

the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across 

the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;      

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 

under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day               Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding                                LSB 345 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Children’s Message  
 

Sermon 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering -   Please take this time to sign in the Welcome Book at the end of your pew. 
 

(Loose coins directly support LCMS families studying for the ministry through Coins for Christ) 
 

Anthem                                    My Soul in Stillness Waits                              Marty Haugen 
 

Stand 
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Offertory   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P  Lord, in your mercy... 

C  ….hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface   

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 

way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might 

escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 



Sanctus   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord   

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini   

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Please respect the time of silence at the beginning of the Eucharist before the Distribution Hymns 
are begun.  While this is time for some to commune it is also a time for introspection and helps 

quiet our imagination, our worries and our toils so as to join our hearts to the prayers and be fully 
attentive to whatever the Holy Spirit should inspire in us. This silence is an active, not a passive 
disposition.  This form of interior silence does not impede, and indeed favors, full and active 
participation in those parts of the celebration where the community is united in acclamation and 
song, for each person is more fully aware of what he or she is doing. 
 

 

Distribution 
The body and blood of Christ are distributed to those who come to receive. 
 

The Common Cup will be offered first followed by the Individual Cup. 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn                   Once He Came in Blessing                                        LSB 333 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005340 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn               Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come                                      LSB 350 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn            Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord                                  LSB 352 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving   

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P Let us pray. 

C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
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Benedicamus   

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction   

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn                     Arise, O Christian People                                        LSB 354 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sharing the Peace of Christ 
P Go in peace and serve the LORD. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Following the service, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” 

as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Organ Postlude                Hark! The Glad Sound! The Savior Comes                      Healey Willan 
 

Acknowledgments  -  Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book. Reprinted with permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service 

Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
Song Lyrics used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005340    Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,   
License #737798-A.  All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Please join us for our Christmas Worship Services  

as we celebrate the birth of our Savior! 
 

                     Fourth Sunday in Advent  
  Sunday, December 24th      
                     Communion Worship Service    10:00 am 
  
 
  Christmas Eve Service  
  Sunday, December 24th      
                     Candlelight Worship Service      7:00 pm 
    
  Christmas Day Service   
                     Monday,  December 25th      
                     Service of Lessons and Carols                  10:00 am 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for coming to my father Paul's funeral and all your kind words and cards.  The family and 
friends were all impressed with your hospitality and show of love. We especially thank the LWML for the 

wonderful food and the ushers for their assistance.          - Anna and Jack Carter 
 

Christmas Caroling to the Homebound this afternoon!  We hope you will join us. 
 

Please join us in the Welcome Center next Sunday, after the 10:00 am Worship Service, for a 

reception to honor Carroll Smith’s retirement as our Director of Music.   

 

For the month of December, Special Ministries will be collecting birthday party supplies for children.  

We are going to support a new organization to us, Tidewater Friends of Foster Care.  We will collect 

child themed plates, cups, napkins and tablecloths for their organization.  Most of these items are 

available for purchase at the Dollar Tree. This will help ensure that every child has a special day on their 

birthday!  We thought there was not a better month than December; since it is the month Jesus was born.   

There is a box on the pew inside the side door for collections during the month of December. 
 

The Poinsettia sign-up sheet is on the LWML Flower bulletin board in the hallway.  Please indicate 

whether they are in honor or memory of someone and whether you want to take them home or gift 

to a shut-in.  We have pre-ordered 36 Poinsettias.  Please support the LWML and sign up to take one 

home this year while also helping to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas.  They will be $10.00 this year 

and must be paid for in advance.  Please make checks payable to LWML.  Poinsettias may be taken home 

either after the service on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER for January - March are now available.  You may pick one up from the 

Narthex as you exit this morning. 
 

LWML Epiphany Luncheon will be held on Saturday, January 6th at 11:30 am.  Please join us at 

Vino’s Italian Bistro, Fairfield Shopping Center, Virginia Beach.  All ladies of the congregation are 

invited!  Let us know if you are joining us for this wonderful fellowship event by signing up in the 

Welcome Center. 
 

In preparation for our new 2024 Church Directory - If there are changes to be made to your contact 

information, please let the Church Office know. 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING FOOD OR DRINKS INTO THE SANCTUARY! 
If you must eat or drink, please do so in the Welcome Center or the Nursery.  We 

are seeing an increase of critters in the building especially now that the weather is 

cooler. We appreciate your assistance! 

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY 
 

Sunday, December 17th  Third Sunday in Advent 

    Sunday School/Adult Bible Class                            9:00 am 

    New Member Class        9:00 am  

Communion Worship Service                           10:00 am 

Caroling to the Homebound           Following Worship 

Monday, December 18th     Bowling League        6:30 pm 

Wednesday, December 20th Mid-week Advent Worship Service                               7:00 pm  

Thursday, December 21st    Ladies Bible Study                                                       11:30 am 

 Choir Rehearsal                                                             4:30 pm 

 Men’s Bible Study                                                         6:30 pm 

Friday, December 22nd  Office closes at Noon 

Sunday, December 24th  Fourth Sunday in Advent 

    Sunday School/Adult Bible Class                            9:00 am 

    New Member Class        9:00 am  

Communion Worship Service                           10:00 am 

Christmas Eve Communion/Candlelight Service    7:00 pm

                

Scriptures for December 24th 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Spiritually, as we start the new church year with Advent and preparing for the birth 

of baby Jesus, financially TLC is wrapping up our first year of the five year campaign 

for Moving Trinity Forward.  It is not too late to make your 'donation' for this year 

and still receive a charitable deduction for your 2023 taxes. Thank you for your 

prayerful consideration as we continue the “Moving Trinity Forward” Campaign. This 

will enable Trinity to plan for our future, and our future looks bright!  Please mark on 

your envelope that the donation is for the MTF Fund!  If you would like a pledge card to 

commit to your gift please or have any questions, please contact the church secretary 

  
 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  ~  Romans 16:25-27  ~  Luke 1:26-38 

 

 

Sunday, December 10, 2023 
Worship Attendance - 90 

General Offerings - $7,451.35  
 

     
             

   
 

 


