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THE SUNDAY OF PASSION - PALM SUNDAY 

March 29, 2015 

  

AS WE GATHER 
How well we know that life has its ups and its downs. Jesus knew that too. 

On Palm Sunday He experienced it all. 

First, He received great praise as He entered into Jerusalem 

and the people shouted, "Hosanna. Save us and do it now!" 

Nevertheless, that day was also the beginning of the end for our Lord, 

an end that will culminate in the most humiliating of deaths--one by crucifixion. But we 

can be uplifted, not just at a palm parade, 

but at the truth that God has indeed exalted His obedient Son to the highest place where 

He receives all glory as Lord of lords. 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

(�stand) 
 

�THE OPENING SENTENCES and THE BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
   (P: Pastor;   C: Congregation) 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord! 

 C: Hosanna to the Son of David! 
P: Friends in Christ: During the past five weeks we have been preparing for the 

celebration of our Lord’s saving death and resurrection.  This great paschal mystery 

now lies before us as we enter with Him the city where He confronts the cross for us.  

We remember how our Lord rode in triumph to meet sin’s punishment for us on a 

cross and in a tomb.  The promised Messiah then fulfilled His saving purpose for you, 

me, and the whole world, that none of us should perish but have everlasting life.  Let 

us pray together: 

C: Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 

gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, 

grant that we may ever hail Him as our Lord and our King.  When He comes 

again, may we go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts.  Bless 

and consecrate the palm branches carried today, that we would always honor 

Christ staying faithful unto Him until we receive our crown of life in eternity.  

We pray in the Name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

�THE READING OF THE PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:                         John 12:12-19 

(The triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem) 

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise! 
P: Blessed in He Who comes in the Name of the Lord! 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

 
�THE PROCESSION  (Pastor and children with palm branches) 
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�PROCESSIONAL HYMN      Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                          #443 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
sit 

CHILDREN’S SONGS OF PRAISE 
      

�CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                  Page 184
  

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 
 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
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and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

�SERVICE OF THE WORD                     
 

�KYRIE (spoken) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

�SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY                                      
P:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us pray.   

O God, whose Son for our salvation came down from heaven to earth and, as the hour of 

His Passion drew near, entered Jerusalem, meekly riding a donkey; increase the faith of 

those who hope in You, and mercifully hear their prayers; that, as the children of the 

Hebrews went to meet Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, with branches of palms, so we 

may greet Him with good works of faith, and by Him be brought to everlasting life; 

through the same Christ, our Lord 

C:  Amen 
 

sit 

Old Testament Reading                                                                             Zechariah 9:9-12 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;  

    today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

A:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL                                                                            Heb. 9:12a, c, 15a; Ps. 111:9a 

[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of | his own blood,* 

thus securing an eternal re- | demption. 

Therefore he is the mediator of a new | covenant,* 

so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal in- | heritance. 

He sent redemption to his | people;* 

he has commanded his covenant for- | ever. 
 

Epistle                                                                                                       Philippians 2:5–11 
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in 
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the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself 

nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 
  

A: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

����Holy Gospel                                                                                               Mark 14:1-15:47 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

15 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 

scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over 

to Pilate.  2 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, 

“You have said so.” 3 And the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 And Pilate again 

asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring against you.” 
5 But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 
6 Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 7 And among 

the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called 

Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. 
9 And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 
10 For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. 11 But the 

chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas instead. 12 And Pilate 

again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13 And 

they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 14 And Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done?” 

But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 

released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 
  
16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and 

they called together the whole battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting 

together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” 19 And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling 

down in homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple 

cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him. 
  
21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the 

father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called 

Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but 

he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots 

for them, to decide what each should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified 

him. 26 And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with 

him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 29 And those who passed 

by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and 

rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief 

priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see 

and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 
  
33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 

hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 

which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders 

hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour 

wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the 
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curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who 

stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the 

Son of God!” 
40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, 

and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he was in 

Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women who 

came up with him to Jerusalem. 
  
42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 

Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself 

looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And summoning the 

centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 45 And when he learned from the 

centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46 And Joseph bought a linen 

shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had 

been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary 

Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.                       
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON        
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Ride On, Ride On in Majesty                                      #441  

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

THE SERMON          
 

THE ANTHEM                       Draw Nigh to Jerusalem                              D. Williams  

  

THE GATHERING OF TITHES and OFFERINGS 
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�THE OFFERTORY                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

�THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: ......Lord, in Your Mercy 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

�SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

�PREFACE                                                   Page 160 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

�PROPER PREFACE                                                  Page 161 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

�SANCTUS                                                   Page 161 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

�LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

�THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My � 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My � blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

�THE PAX DOMINI                                                  Page 163 
 

 

 

 

�AGNUS DEI                                                                                                          Page 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION    

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 
  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness 

of your sins. 

Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart � in peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

                            Lamb of God                                                                    #550   
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                      I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table                                               #618 
 

 

 

 

 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 

Public domain 
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�POST-COMMUNION HYMN    Sent Forth by God’s Blessing                               #643 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission. 

Public domain 

 

�POST-COMMUNION COLLECT                                                Page 166 

P:   Let us pray. 

 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:  Amen. 

 

There is no Benediction as each of the worship services of Holy Week are a continuation 

leading to the Joy of the Resurrection. 
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�THE CLOSING HYMN  All Glory, Laud, and Honor                                #442 
 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

�THE SILENT PRAYER 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
Following the service,, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, 

“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

ORGAN POSTLUDE    
 

 

 

 
 


