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Good Morning and a Special Welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.
Trinity is a liturgical Lutheran church using the Divine Service as written in the Lutheran Service
Book. Today's Divine Service is printed for you in this bulletin. Today’s service is being live
streamed to YouTube and will be available later in the day on Trinity’s Facebook page and Website.
The receiving of communion will not be recorded to preserve the sanctity of the sacrament. During
this time, the recording will be directed to the stained-glass window above the altar so communion
hymns can still be shared. By entering the service, you consent to the video recording to be used for
live streaming, inclusion on our web site and Facebook, and/or any other purpose by Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church. We hope that your experience here is meaningful and will be lasting.

PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR – Flo and Richard Ball, Talma Butcher, Victor
Duarte, Helen Everett, Doris Fitchett, Pat Gregory, Jeanne Greif, Terry Ingmire, Paul Lass, Julie and
Sam Locklear, Pastor Jonathan and Julie Meraz, Patrick Mick, Brenda Pendry, Helena Pett, Scott and
Natasha Thieman, Linda Vernick, Marc Vernick, Sarah Von Moll, Leslie Waller.

The flowers gracing our altar today are given to the glory of God
by Charlotte Gunther in loving memory of her husband, Bill.
Today’s Worship Participants
Lector

Scott Thieman

Participants for Next Sunday
Lector
Communion Assistant

Judy Sykes
xxxxx

Areas of church to be open to congregation during Phase 3 –
Parking lot entrance only - Hallway inside parking lot doors - Sanctuary - Two Restrooms on parking lot side of building

Bible Study and Church Service –
1.
2.
3.
4.

Services will be livestreamed for those who do not feel comfortable attending in person.
There will be Worship at 10 AM on Sundays. (during Phase 3 there will no fellowship in the Welcome
Center or Sunday School).
Bulletins will not be handed to you but will be in the pews when you come in. Please sit in these
pews only. Singles may sit on the opposite ends of a pew.
The content of the service will be under the discretion of the Pastor and the Director of Music.

Offering - An offering plate has been placed by the
entrance/exit door so that you may leave your tithe.
Love is the foundation of all giving.
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son...
John 3:16

Transfiguration of Our Lord

February 14, 2021

The congregation sits quietly. Please be aware that some people use the time prior to the service for
reflection and meditation in the sanctuary. Please respect this time of silence.
Organ Voluntary

Fantasia in C Major

Welcome and Announcements
Stand (as you are able)

Opening Hymn

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

Johann Sebastian Bach

Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit
C Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain;
for the LORD our God is holy!
The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The LORD is great in Zion;
he is exalted over all the peoples.
2

Let them praise your great and awesome name!
Holy is he!
The King in his might loves justice.
You have established equity; you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool!
Holy is he!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain;
for the LORD our God is holy!

Kyrie

3

This Is the Feast

4

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.

C

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came
from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully
make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our
inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
2 Kings 2:1–12
1
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal. 2And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me
as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out
to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from
over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”
4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho.
5
The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you
know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I
know it; keep quiet.”
6Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went
on. 7Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as
they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the
water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go
over on dry ground.
9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken
from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10And he
said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so
for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11And as they still went on and talked,
behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of
Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
C Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!
Epistle

2 Corinthians 3:12–18; 4:1–6
12Since

we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13not like Moses, who would put a veil over his
face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end.
14But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil
remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15Yes, to this day whenever
Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all,

with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
1
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2But we have
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with
God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s
conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who
are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants
for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.

2After

Mark 9:2–9

six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became radiant,
intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are
here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6For he did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. 7And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came
out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8And suddenly, looking around, they
no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.
9And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had
seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Hymn of the Day

O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair

Public domain

Sermon
Stand
8

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Music for Meditation

Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies
Mary Ann Medlin, pianist

Prayer of the Church
P Lord, in your mercy...
C ….hear our prayer.
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Johann Werner

Benediction

Closing Hymn

Alleluia, Song of Gladness

Text and tune: Public domain

10

Instructions will be given on exiting the building one pew at a time. Please
continue exiting thru the parking lot doors to the parking lot in an orderly manner
to ensure there is social distancing. We will not be using the front entrance at all.
Organ Chorale

Improvisation on Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Song Lyrics used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005340
A. All rights reserved.
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Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th with Worship at 7:00 pm.
Join us as we reflect upon God’s gift of forgiveness and life.
Due to COVID-19 and the need to ensure safety, there will be NO PANCAKE SUPPER this year. In that
same vein, Ash Wednesday services will look a little different too. There will be no ashes imposed and
no communion given. In order to continue to maintain safety for everyone, we will only be doing Sunday
services in person and the Mid-week Lenten services will be posted online for everyone to watch from the
safety of their homes. We hope this will ensure that we continue to Worship safely each week until the
time that EVERYONE can meet together again. Continue to pray for an end to this pandemic and for the
health of all of our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Special Ministries will be collecting NEW Pajamas for babies through children’s size 14 starting
January 31, 2021 and running until March 31, 2021. This will be our first time collecting the pajamas
and we are excited about supporting the Pajama Jams’ Mission.
Pajama Jams’ Mission is Simple: to Bring Comfort to Children in their Time of Need. Every child
deserves to feel the love and security that ensures peaceful sleep. Pajama Jams accomplishes this with
gifts of pajamas. But, as the need in our area has grown, so has their need for extended support.
Pajama Jams is a Virginia Beach-based, 501(c)3 organization dedicated to delivering
new pajamas to children in need in Hampton Roads. Since 2009, more than
10,000 local children in Hampton Roads have benefitted from Pajama Jams.
The charity collects pajamas year ‘round and distributes them during the
holiday season.
Please leave pajamas in the collection box in the hallway before entering church.

TRINITY’S MINISTRY TEAM wishes you a Happy Valentines Day!
-Pastor Meraz, Stephen Pruitt, Anne Combes, Lynn Hubert and Bill Sontag

February Presentation
Edward J. Hales wrote this provocative essay:
If offering plates could talk, what tales they could tell us. All week long they sit quietly in the
treasurer’s office, waiting for a few brief moments of service on Sundays. Each hand that
passes along the offering plate represents a unique life journey, lifestyle, set of problems,
ideals, values, and approach to giving. One hundred years ago, it was not uncommon for
people . . . to drop a watch or piece of jewelry into the offering plates. Fifty years ago, nearly
all of the offerings in local churches were paper currency and coins. In a typical evangelical
church, today’s offering plates collect most of the tithes and offerings from God’s people in
the form of checks, drawn on banks. While the look of the collection has changed over the
years, the offering still represents a significant moment of transaction between a person and
God.
Here is the pattern which the Lord Jesus provided in the area of giving: “For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his
poverty might become rich.” Think for a moment about the ramifications of this verse from Second
Corinthians chapter 8. Jesus Christ, the Creator of the world, the One whose name is Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and ending of everything that exists, gave up heaven’s glory to provide
salvation for us. And according to Romans 5:8, He did so because of His love for us when we were
ungodly, when we had nothing whatsoever to offer Him in return.
Giving, you see, is not because poor God needs help in paying His bills. As the old chorus based on
the psalms expresses it so well, “He owns the cattle on a thousand hills, the wealth in every mine; He
owns the rivers and the rocks and rills, the sun and stars that shine.” It all belongs to Him, and when
we give, we are just giving back to God what was rightfully His in the first place.
Giving is God’s way of growing Christians. As we give to Him out of hearts motivated by His love
and grace, our giving becomes a tangible expression of our love for Him. That’s why when the
offering plate is passed, it’s not an obligation or a duty to give to the Lord. Giving is not something we
have to do. Rather, it is a holy privilege to give to God as we worship Him in demonstration of our
love for Him.
Here’s what the Apostle Paul said about giving: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” When the offering is received
this morning, rather than maintaining a serious, somber disposition, you probably would be on solid
biblical ground if you wanted to break into hilarious laughter. However you give, though, give because
you want to out of a heart full of love for God, not out of duty, obligation or compulsion.
If the offering plates at Trinity Lutheran Church could talk, what would they say about you and your
giving? Would they testify of a life motivated by love for the Lord in response to His love for you, or
would they have a different story to tell?
As you consider your answer, and as you consider your offering this morning, please consider this
brief but powerful admonition from the Lord Jesus: “You received without paying; give without pay.”

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
Today, February 14th
th

Monday, February 15
Wednesday, February 17th
Sunday, February 21st

Transfiguration of Our LORD
Worship Service
President’s Day
Ash Wednesday Worship Service
First Sunday in Lent
Worship Service

10:00 am
Church Office Closed
7:00 pm
10:00 am

Scriptures for February 21st
Genesis 22:1-18 ~ James 1:12-18 ~ Mark 1:9-15

Budget Update – January 2021
Monthly Revenues
Monthly Expenses
Year to date Revenues
Year to date Expenses
Year to date: Actual Revenue less Actual Expenses

$19,995.00
$20,326.34
$19,995.00
$20,326.34
-$331.34

Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family,
the church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.

Sunday, February 7, 2021
Worship Attendance - 51
General Offerings - $6,073.00

