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Good Morning and a Special Welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.
Trinity is a liturgical Lutheran church using the Divine Service as written in the Lutheran Service Book.
Today's Divine Service is printed for you in this bulletin. Today’s service is being live streamed to
YouTube and will be available later in the day on Trinity’s Facebook page and Website. The receiving of
communion will not be recorded to preserve the sanctity of the sacrament. During this time, the recording
will be directed to the stained-glass window above the altar so communion hymns can still be shared. By
entering the service, you consent to the video recording to be used for live streaming, inclusion on our
web site and Facebook, and/or any other purpose by Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church. We hope that
your experience here is meaningful and will be lasting.

PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR – Flo and Richard Ball, Talma Butcher, Victor
Duarte, Helen Everett, Doris Fitchett, Pat Gregory, Jeanne Greif, Terry Ingmire, Paul Lass, Julie and Sam
Locklear, Pastor Jonathan and Julie Meraz, Patrick Mick, Brenda Pendry, Helena Pett, Scott and Natasha
Thieman, Linda Vernick, Marc Vernick, Sarah Von Moll, Leslie Waller.

We welcome into our pulpit this morning Rev. Charles Froehlich. We thank him for being with
us and ask God’s blessing upon his witness to us today. We are thankful to have him with us

while Pastor is recuperating.

.

Today’s Worship Participants
Lector
Scott Thieman
Communion Assistant
Bill Sontag
Areas of church to be open to congregation during Phase 3 –
Parking lot entrance only - Hallway inside parking lot doors - Sanctuary - Two Restrooms on parking lot side of building

Bible Study and Church Service –
1. Services will be livestreamed for those who do not feel comfortable attending in person.
2. There will be Worship at 10 AM on Sundays. (during Phase 3 there will no fellowship in the
Welcome Center or Sunday School).
3. Bulletins will not be handed to you but will be in the pews when you come in. Please sit
in these pews only. Singles may sit on the opposite ends of a pew.
4. The content of the service will be under the discretion of the Pastor and the Director of
Music.

Offering - An offering plate has been placed by the
entrance/exit door so that you may leave your tithe.
We give because God first gave to us.
You received without paying; give without pay.
Matthew 10:8

The Epiphany of Our Lord

January 3, 2021

The congregation sits quietly. Please be aware that some people use the time prior to the service for
reflection and meditation in the sanctuary. Please respect this time of silence.
Organ Chorale

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

Johann Pachelbel

Welcome and Announcements
Stand (as you are able)

Opening Hymn

As with Gladness Men of Old

Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit
C I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of
uprightness;
you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your
companions;
your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
Kyrie

2

3

Gloria in Excelsis

4

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P
C

Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the
Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your
divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
1Arise,

shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 60:1–6

Gradual
C

Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

Epistle

Ephesians 3:1–12
1For

this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that
you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery
was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can
perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in
other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.
6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given
me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence
through our faith in him.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

6

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

Matthew 2:1–12

1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
6

7Then

Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose
went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

7

Hymn of the Day

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

8

5

O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

6

Used by permission

What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Music for Meditation

We Three Kings of Orient Are

Stand (as you are able)

Prayer of the Church
P …let us pray to the Lord…
C Lord, have mercy.
9

Janet Linker

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what
had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the
nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have
manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

10

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
P
C

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

12

Sit

Pastor will give instructions on communing.
Distribution
The pastor distributes the body and blood of Christ to those who come to receive.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

Distribution Hymn

What Is This Bread

Used by permission

13

Distribution Hymn

When Peace, like a River

Public domain

14

Stand

Thank the Lord

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

15

Closing Hymn

5

D 6

The People That in Darkness Sat

His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.
Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

Public domain

Instructions will be given on exiting the building one pew at a time. Please
continue exiting thru the parking lot doors to the parking lot in an orderly manner
to ensure there is social distancing. We will not be using the front entrance at all.
Organ Chorale

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

Andreas Armsdorf
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January 2021
Applying Bible Principles
In 1935, Dr. R. A. Forrest, president of Toccoa Falls College in Georgia, embarked
on a trip to visit former students who were serving the Lord on the mission field.
R. G. LeTourneau, a prominent Christian businessman, heard him speak in Omaha
and was very encouraged by what he heard. The night before Dr. Forrest sailed to
Japan, a letter arrived at his hotel containing a check from Mr. LeTourneau for
$1,000. Mr. LeTourneau thought it would be nice if Dr. Forrest “had some money
in his pocket as he went around the world to give to folks in a tough spot.”
Dr. Forrest was elated and kept a detailed accounting of how he used that money to
minister to people in need. When he returned to New York, he mailed the records
to Mr. LeTourneau. A few days later, a reply came from Mr. LeTourneau that
simply read, “Come see me.” When Dr. Forrest arrived at Mr. LeTourneau’s office
in Peoria, he found a man who was deeply moved by Dr. Forrest’s record of
changed lives. He said, “If you can be trusted with $1,000 and make that kind of
impact, you can be trusted with $10,000” and gave him a check in that amount.
Dr. Forrest had received “without paying,” and he gave “without paying” (Matt.
10:8). He typified the kind of giving that God expects each of us to demonstrate as
we respond to His good gifts by giving back to Him what was rightfully His in the
first place.
Charles Stanley wrote this: “When God deals with us, it is always in abundant
grace. He is lavish with His love and forgiveness. None of us can ever repay Christ
for what He did for us at Calvary. He generously gave His life so we could enjoy
eternal life.” He went on to say, “There are two kinds of people: givers and
keepers. . . .If you decide to be a keeper, you will miss God’s richest blessings. But
when you give yourself away, you will reap the goodness of God.”
That’s because it is impossible to outgive God who has a unique accounting
system. He never divides; He always multiplies. Will you trust Him today by
giving generously to Him who “richly provides us with everything to enjoy” (1
Tim. 6:17)?

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
Today, January 3rd
th

Wednesday, January 6
Sunday, January 10th

Epiphany of Our Lord (celebrated)
Worship Service
Epiphany
Baptism of Our Lord
Worship Service

10:00 am

10:00 am

The 100th Anniversary Cookbooks are available for purchase. The cost is $7.00 each. Order
your copy today or extra copies for Christmas gifts. Place your payment, checks made out to
Trinity, in the offering plate with “cookbook” marked in the memo section. Then next Sunday your
cookbook will be placed on the pew in the hallway near the parking lot door. If you have any
questions please contact Lynn Hubert.

PORTALS OF PRAYER for January - March are now available. You may pick one up
from the front pew as you exit this morning.
2021 Offering Envelopes are now available. You may pick yours up from the front pew as you
exit this morning. If you do not have envelopes but would like some, Anne or Lynn will be
happy to issue you a set. If you are currently giving through Simply Giving and would still like
envelopes, please let Anne know by calling the Church Office.

Sunday, December 27, 2020
Worship Attendance - 45
General Offerings - $2,706.00

