Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Good Evening and a Special Welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.
Trinity is a liturgical Lutheran church using the Divine Service as written in the Lutheran Service Book.
Today's Divine Service is printed for you in this bulletin. Today’s service is being live streamed to
YouTube and will be available later in the day on Trinity’s Facebook page and Website. The receiving of
communion will not be recorded to preserve the sanctity of the sacrament. During this time, the recording
will be directed to the stained-glass window above the altar so communion hymns can still be shared. By
entering the service, you consent to the video recording to be used for live streaming, inclusion on our
web site and Facebook, and/or any other purpose by Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church. We hope that
your experience here is meaningful and will be lasting.

PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR – Flo and Richard Ball, Talma Butcher, Victor
Duarte, Helen Everett, Doris Fitchett, Pat Gregory, Jeanne Greif, Terry Ingmire, Paul Lass, Julie and Sam
Locklear, Pastor Jonathan and Julie Meraz, Patrick Mick, Brenda Pendry, Helena Pett, Scott and Natasha
Thieman, Linda Vernick, Marc Vernick, Sarah Von Moll, Leslie Waller.

Please do not light your candle until the
“Candlelight Portion of the Service”
HOLY COMMUNION – In the Sacrament of Holy Communion our Lord Jesus comes to us with
His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. He invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of
all their sin and forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are
not yet instructed or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the LCMS,
and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the Pastor before communing.
For further study, see Matt. 5:23ff, 10:32ff, 18:15-35, 26:26-29; Acts 2:38, 42; 1 Cor. 10:16, 11:17-34

Other Christians and children who have not completed instruction may come forward, cross their arms over their chest and
receive a blessing. For those who prefer it for any reason, the cups in the center of the tray contain a grape juice option.
Please let the pastor know if you need a Gluten Free wafer.

Areas of church to be open to congregation during Phase 3 –
Parking lot entrance only - Hallway inside parking lot doors - Sanctuary - Two Restrooms on parking lot side of building

Services will be livestreamed for those who do not feel comfortable attending in person.

Offering - An offering plate has been placed by the
entrance/exit door so that you may leave your tithe.
If you have a smart phone or tablet computer
you can scan this code and the complete
Order of Worship will appear on your screen.
WiFi Password – HelloFriend

Christmas Eve

December 24, 2020

The congregation sits quietly. Please be aware that some people use the time prior to the service for
reflection and meditation in the sanctuary. Please respect this time of silence.
Organ Chorales

From Heaven Above
Still, Still, Still
In Dulci Jubilo

Wilbur Held
Paul Manz
Wilbur Held

Stand (as you are able)

P

Almighty God, this Holy Night long ago You broke into our world, not with brilliance and
glory but in the humble stable of Bethlehem. Grant us this night the ability to remember,
to honor, and to sing the praises of the One who was born to be our Savior, who is
Christ the Lord.
C Amen. We go now to Bethlehem this night to honor Him.

Opening Hymn

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Public domain

1

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit
C

I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.”
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein.
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.
He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.”

Kyrie
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Hymn of Praise

Angels We Have Heard on High

sts. 1, ref

Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.

C

O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 7:10–14
10
11
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol
or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.”
13
And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary
my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
C To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
Epistle

1 John 4:7–16
7Beloved,

let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of
God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so
that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and
his love is perfected in us.
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.
15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we
have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides
in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

4

Angels We Have Heard on High

Verse

sts. ref, 2

Public domain

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.

18Now

Matthew 1:18–25

the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23“Behold,

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

5

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he
called his name Jesus.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Angels We Have Heard on High

Verse

Public domain

Sit

6

sts. ref, 3

Hymn of the Day

Joy to the World

Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
7

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Solo

Jesu Bambino

Pietro Yon

Stand (as you are able)

Prayer of the Church
P Lord, in Your mercy …
C … hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that,
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

8

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
P
C
P

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:
9

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei

Sit

Pastor will give instructions on communing.
Distribution
The pastor distributes the body and blood of Christ to those who come to receive.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

10

Distribution Hymn

O Little Town of Bethlehem

Public domain

11

Distribution Hymn

Away in a Manger

Public domain

12

Distribution Hymn

It Came upon the Midnight Clear

Public domain

13

Distribution Hymn

Go Tell It on the Mountain

Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord

14

Service of Candlelight
Solo

O Holy Night

Adolphe Adam

The Candle Lighting
(As the soloist begins to sing, turn the bulb in your candle to light it. After all candles are lit and the
solo is finished, the following carol is sung.)
Candlelight Hymn

Silent Night, Holy Night

Public domain

Quiet Reflection
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

15

Closing Hymn

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Public domain

At this time, please turn your candle off by turning the bulb until the light is out. Please place your
candle in the basket by the exit door as you leave the building.

Instructions will be given on exiting the building one pew at a time. Please
continue exiting thru the parking lot doors to the parking lot in an orderly manner
to ensure there is social distancing. We will not be using the front entrance at all.
Organ Chorale

Joy to the World

Michael Burkhardt

Acknowledgments - Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise indicated,
all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Tonight’s Worship Service Participants
Guest Pastor
Rev. Charles Froehlich
Director of Music and Organist
Stephen Pruitt
Ushers
Errol Jennings and Doug Sulak
Lector
Scott Thieman
Soloist
Lynn Hubert
Audio Visual and Recording
Bud Hubert

TRINITY’S MINISTRY TEAM prays that the peace and joy of Christ will be yours always.
Have a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!
-Pastor Meraz, Stephen Pruitt, Anne Combes, Lynn Hubert and Bill Sontag

God is with us. Jesus came at Christmas to save you. But not just at Christmas. He comes to
save you now.
Believers in Jesus gather together at church every week, and there Jesus meets them. He
speaks to them through His Word in the Bible. He brings the forgiveness of sins to those who
trust in Him. He is there with comfort and peace for His people. Every week.
As we gather together in church under His name, we know that Christ is with us, just as He
has promised to be. This is our joy, the joy of all the earth.
Join us on Sundays as we gather together to praise this Christ, who will come to us as truly
as He came to earth on that first Christmas.

We invite you to join us in Worship at 10:00 AM Sunday mornings.

Welcome to

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
“A family where Christ is the Head and the entire congregation are ministers”
It is a blessing to have you worshipping with us today.
Visit our website www.trinitylutherannorfolk.org
for more information about Trinity’s events and worship information
or check us out on the following platforms:

www.facebook.com/TLCNorfolk
@twitter

Mission Statement
“United in Christ we will proclaim the Gospel, administer the Sacraments, and provide
Christian education to children and adults in a supportive and nurturing environment.”
Ministry Statement
Trinity Lutheran is a Bible-based, Gospel-centered church, subscribing to the Lutheran
Confessions, whose continuing mission is to share the Gospel, both by Word and action with
all people with whom we come into contact in our church and the surrounding community,
through purposeful love and dedicated action.
Statement of Belief
As a confessional Lutheran church in the Missouri Synod we hold that The Book of
Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church contain a proper
understanding and presentation of biblical doctrine.

