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A Special Welcome to all who are worshipping with us today. Trinity is a
liturgical Lutheran church using the Divine Service as written in the Lutheran Service
Book. Today's Divine Service is printed for you in this bulletin. We hope that your
experience here is meaningful and will be lasting.
PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR – Flo and Richard Ball, Talma Butcher,
Victor Duarte, Helen Everett, Doris Fitchett, Pat Gregory, Jeanne Greif, Terry Ingmire,
Hannah Kuenzli, Paul Lass, Julie and Sam Locklear, Patrick Mick, Brenda Pendry, Scott
and Natasha Thieman, Linda Vernick, Marc Vernick, Sarah Von Moll, Leslie Waller.
HOLY COMMUNION – In the Sacrament of Holy Communion our Lord Jesus comes to us with
His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. He invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of
all their sin and forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are
not yet instructed or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the LCMS,
and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the Pastor before communing.
For further study, see Matt. 5:23ff, 10:32ff, 18:15-35, 26:26-29; Acts 2:38, 42; 1 Cor. 10:16, 11:17-34

Other Christians and children who have not completed instruction may come forward, cross their arms over their chest and
receive a blessing. For those who prefer it for any reason, the cups in the center of the tray contain a grape juice option.
Please let the pastor know if you need a Gluten Free wafer.
(Before communing, we ask that first time guests and visitors please speak with the Pastor.)

Areas of church to be open to congregation during Phase 3 –
Parking lot entrance only - Hallway inside parking lot doors - Sanctuary - Two Restrooms on parking lot side of building

Church Service –
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

We will continue to video services and have them available for those who do not feel comfortable
attending in person.
There will be Bible Study at 9 AM and Worship at 10 AM on Sundays. (during Phase 3 there will no
fellowship in the Welcome Center or Sunday School - just in and out for study and/or church service
only).
Bulletins will not be handed to you but will be in the pews when you come in. Please sit in these
pews only. Singles may sit on the opposite ends of a pew.
The content of the service will be under the discretion of Pastor Meraz and Director of
Music/Stephen Pruitt.
A plan has been developed to safely serve communion when it is offered.
We will continue to offer online giving options.
Handbells and vocal choir will resume after a safe period has elapsed.
No one will be allowed in the choir loft except for Director of Music/Stephen Pruitt.

Offering - An offering plate has been placed by the
entrance/exit door so that you may leave your tithe.

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 4, 2020

The congregation sits quietly. Please be aware that some people use the time prior to the service for
reflection and meditation in the sanctuary. Please respect this time of silence.
Organ Chorale

God Himself Is Present

Michael Burkhardt

Welcome and Announcements
Stand (as you are able)

Opening Hymn

God Himself Is Present

Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LSB 907

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 118:22–24; antiphon: v. 1

C Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
This is the LORD’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
Kyrie

3

This Is the Feast

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Let us pray.
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him.
Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 25:6–9

6

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7
And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
8
He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
9It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
C He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Epistle

Philippians 4:4–13
4Rejoice

in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You
were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be brought
low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens
me.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
Matthew 22:1–14
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.

Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call those who were invited
to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those
who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ 5But they paid no attention and
went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his servants, treated them
shamefully, and killed them. 7The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those
murderers and burned their city. 8Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but
those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as
many as you find.’ 10And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they
found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding
garment. 12And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’
And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast
him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For
many are called, but few are chosen.”
1Again

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
6

Hymn of the Day

5

D 7

O Love, How Deep

For us by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

6

All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore
Forever and forevermore.

Public domain

Sermon
Stand (as you are able)

7
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For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Music for Meditation

Abide with Me

Stand (as you are able)

Prayer of the Church
P Lord, in your mercy...
C ….hear our prayer.
8

Austin C. Lovelace

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this
day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and
to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:
10

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Sit

Pastor will give instructions on communing.
Distribution
The pastor distributes the body and blood of Christ to those who come to receive.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

Distribution Hymn

I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table

Used by permission

12
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Distribution Hymn

Jesus Comes Today with Healing

5

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Used by permission

13
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Distribution Hymn

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Public domain

Stand (as you are able)

Thank the Lord

14
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Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Benediction

15

Closing Hymn

Rise, Shine, You People

LSB 825

Used by permission

Pastor will give instructions on exiting the building one pew at a time. Please
continue exiting thru the parking lot doors to the parking lot in an orderly manner
to ensure there is social distancing. We will not be using the front entrance at all.
Organ Chorale

O Love, How Deep (Agincourt Hymn)

John Dunstable

Acknowledgments - Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise indicated,
all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

October 2020
Applying Bible Principles
One of the primary reasons for attaining wealth is to be able to give it to God.
…remember the words of the Lord Jesus, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’
Acts 20:35

The writer of the book of Hebrews made this short but powerful statement, “Consider Jesus.”
That admonition is nowhere more needful than in the matter of giving and receiving.
Consider Him, the Lord of glory, who gave His life so that we might gain eternal life. Consider
Him, who was rich, yet became poor for our sakes, that we through His poverty might be rich.
Consider Him, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Consider Him, who was quoted by Dr.
Luke in Acts 20:35, as he urged us to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, who said, “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.”
Although many Christians would at first glance agree with that premise on an intellectual basis,
by their lifestyles, they demonstrate that their lives are diametrically opposed to this biblical
principle. They might even go so far as to state their agreement with what the Lord Jesus said, but
not so far as to change their selfish “me first” attitude. They might give mental assent or even
verbal assent to His teaching, but in reality, their lives are consumed by a passion for “receiving”
instead of “giving.” It is as though they pass through life’s portals with this striking question
emblazoned across their foreheads: “What’s in it for me?”
Such an attitude should be foreign to the lives of those who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ.
If our role in life is to follow Him, and to obey Him, we should demonstrate daily, “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.”
God, who owns everything, gives material possessions freely and willingly to us, His children, for
a number of reasons, but one of the primary reasons is for us to be able to give them back to Him.
Each time we give to the Lord’s work out of a heart that responds to His love and grace, we give
away a little of our selfishness and gain a bit more of Christ’s sacrificial spirit. As John
MacArthur expressed it so well, “The major money issue in Scripture is not how you feel about it,
or even how you spend it. The primary concern of Scripture is how you give it.”
Dr. Herschel Hobbs wrote this, “One of greed’s victims read this verse, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’ How revealing of his sordid, shriveled soul was his comment: ‘Well, perhaps so,
but receiving is good enough for me.’ Is receiving good enough for you? Would you rather be a
beggar than a benefactor? a panhandler than a philanthropist? a blight than a blessing? a parasite
than a producer? a getter than a giver?”
As you think about your answers to Dr. Hobbs’ questions, and as you give of your resources to
the Lord’s work, “Consider Jesus.” “Consider Him” by remembering and obeying His words, “It
is more blessed to give than to receive.”

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
Today, October 4th

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Bible Study
Communion Worship Service
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Bible Study
Worship Service

Sunday, October 11th

9:00 am
10:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am

PORTALS OF PRAYER for October - December are now available. You may pick one
up from the front pew as you exit this morning.
LUTHERAN WITNESS RENEWAL – It is time once again to renew your subscription to
The Lutheran Witness. The cost will remain the same at $12.95 per subscription, with
checks payable to Trinity, memo notation Lutheran Witness. This is a publication well
worth your reading time, please consider ordering through the church office at this group
rate. Order deadline is October 14th!

The ladies of the LWML will be sponsoring a TAKE OUT ONLY luncheon for Oktoberfest
this year. You will find a flyer with envelope in the bulletin this morning if you would like
to purchase a lunch. Please make checks payable to LWML. Deadline for ordering is
Sunday, October 18, 2020. The proceeds from this benefit will go to the LWML Ways and
Means Fund for missions.
Scriptures for October 11th
Isaiah 5:1-7

~

Philippians 3:4-14

~

Matthew 21:33-46

Sunday, September 27, 2020
Worship Attendance - 53
General Offerings - $2,506.00

