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Rev. Jonathan Meraz ~ Pastor
Stephen Pruitt ~ Director of Music
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6001 Granby Street
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A Special Welcome to all who are worshipping with us today. Trinity is a
liturgical Lutheran church using the Divine Service as written in the Lutheran Service
Book. Today's Divine Service is printed for you in this bulletin. We hope that your
experience here is meaningful and will be lasting.
PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR – Flo and Richard Ball, Talma Butcher,
Victor Duarte, Helen Everett, Doris Fitchett, Pat Gregory, Jeanne Greif, Terry Ingmire,
Hannah Kuenzli, Paul Lass, Julie and Sam Locklear, Patrick Mick, Brenda Pendry, Scott
and Natasha Thieman, Linda Vernick, Marc Vernick, Sarah Von Moll, Leslie Waller.
Areas of church to be open to congregation during Phase 3 –
Parking lot entrance only - Hallway inside parking lot doors - Sanctuary - Two Restrooms on parking lot side of building

Church Service –
1. We will continue to video services and have them available for those who do not feel
comfortable attending in person.
2. There will be Bible Study at 9 AM and Worship at 10 AM on Sundays. (during Phase 3 there
will no fellowship in the Welcome Center or Sunday School - just in and out for study
and/or church service only).
3. Bulletins will not be handed to you but will be in the pews when you come in. Please sit
in these pews only and at the same end that the bulletins are placed. (ie, if the bulletin is
on the left side of the pew, please sit only there.)
4. The content of the service will be under the discretion of Pastor Meraz and Director of
Music/Stephen Pruitt.
5. A plan has been developed to safely serve communion when it is offered.
6. We will continue to offer online giving options.
7. Handbells and vocal choir will resume after a safe period has elapsed.
8. No one will be allowed in the choir loft except for Director of Music/Stephen Pruitt.

Offering - An offering plate has been placed by the
entrance/exit door so that you may leave your tithe.
God wants us to ask for material possessions and other things we need.
“... ask, and I will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you.”
Luke 11:9

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 27, 2020

The congregation sits quietly. Please be aware that some people use the time prior to the service for
reflection and meditation in the sanctuary. Please respect this time of silence.
Organ Chorale

Praise the Almighty

John A. Behnke

Welcome and Announcements
Stand (as you are able)

Opening Hymn

Praise the Almighty

LSB 797

(hymn continued next page)

Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned
in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

2

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6

C The LORD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
The LORD builds up Jerusalem;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

(continued next page)
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.

C

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led
into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?
3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold,
all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins
shall die. . . .
25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not
just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die.
27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what
is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not
your ways that are not just?
30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away
from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone,
declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
C Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18
1
If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit,
any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but
also to the interests of others. . . .
14
Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom
you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink
offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise
you also should be glad and rejoice with me.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23–27
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

23

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave
you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me
the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John,
from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But
if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
27
So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by
what authority I do these things.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day

The Law of God Is Good and Wise

LSB 579

5

The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow’r to justify.

6

Public domain

Sermon
Post Sermon Hymn

This is the Threefold Truth

7

To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith
alone.

Music for Meditation

He Leadeth Me
Mary Ann Medlin, pianist

Stand (as you are able)

Prayer of the Church
P Lord, in your mercy...
C ….hear our prayer.
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

8

Bradbury, arr. by Bober

Closing Hymn

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

5

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

LSB 733

Public domain

Pastor will give instructions on exiting the building one pew at a time. Please
continue exiting thru the parking lot doors to the parking lot in an orderly manner
to ensure there is social distancing. We will not be using the front entrance at all.
Organ Chorale

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Healy Willan

Acknowledgments - Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise indicated,
all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
Today, September 27th
Sunday, October 4th

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Bible Study
Worship Service
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Bible Study
Communion Worship Service

9:00 am
10:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am

PORTALS OF PRAYER for October - December are now available. You may pick one
up from the front pew as you exit this morning.
LUTHERAN WITNESS RENEWAL – It is time once again to renew your subscription to
The Lutheran Witness. The cost will remain the same at $12.95 per subscription, with
checks payable to Trinity, memo notation Lutheran Witness. This is a publication well
worth your reading time, please consider ordering through the church office at this group
rate. Order deadline is October 14th!
SPECIAL MINISTRIES NEWS – Operation Christmas Child boxes
must be returned by September 30th.

Scriptures for October 4th
Isaiah 25:6-9

~

Philippians 4:4-13

~

Matthew 22:1-14

Sunday, September 20, 2020
Worship Attendance - 47
General Offerings - $2,375.00

