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Martin Luther promoted education so that 
Christians could learn to read The Bible for 
themselves.  The son of a Lutheran pastor in 
Germany created kindergarten in 1837. Ger-
man immigrants opened church schools in the 
United States. It was a clear path for Trinity to 
establish a school. 

Trinity Lutheran School…70 Years of Ministry to Children  

During the summer of 1944, Pastor Plawin 
drew up plans for a daily kindergarten at the 
34th Street church, but lack of transportation 
delayed the project until the new church and 
hall would be completed and a transportation 
system developed.  

In September 1945 Trinity’s kindergarten for 5-
year old's began in the new Granby Hall. The 
hallmark of religious training at Trinity was the 
10 Commandments - taught with stick figures - 
and Bible stories taught on a flannel graph 
board.  Of course there were ABC’s and 1,2,3’s 
and lots of fun and creative play.  But  most 
importantly there was an environment of God’s 
Love. Children learned early on that God creat-
ed the world and that His Son, Jesus, died for 
their sins.   

In the beginning years the Kindergarten was 
staffed by women of the congregation — all 
volunteers. In 1947 small salaries ($20 a 
month) were offered.  Transportation was 
provided by several women with station wag-
ons… Pastor Plawin drove too.                                          

Above: Martin Luther & the Reformation were celebrat-
ed each year in song with Jane Miller’s lyrics (“Saved by 
Grace”) to tuneful  melodies like Edelweiss from Sound 

of Music.  Girls dressed as nuns; boys as monks.                                                      

Left: Pastor Plawin taught Bible stories to the children; 
Ellen Wagner and Edna Osborne retired after 30 years of 

teaching Kindergarten. 

Left—Student enjoys Reformation Celebration 



TLS Grows to 228 Students 

Helen Freeman Everett became head teacher in 
1950.  Trinity Lutheran School continued to grow  
over the years and was blessed with talented teach-
ers who knew the Lord and inspired their students 
to become their very best - academically, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually. The kindergarten grew to 
three 5-year old classes, one 4-year old and one  3-
year old class.  A first grade class was added in 
1963 taught by a teacher from an LCMS college.  
By 1963 school enrollment was up to 228 students 
and a new educational wing was added for addition-
al grades.   

In 1966 Pastor Plawin went to his eternal home and 
Helen Everett became acting principal.  At this time 
TLS was the largest school in the LCMS Southeast-
ern District.  In 1968 a second grade was added; in 
1970 a third grade; in 1986 a fourth grade; and in 
1987 a fifth grade.  

Leadership roles at TLS 

Above: Chaplain Prince speaks at school chapel.    

Below Left: Every spring Trinity students, K-5th, participated in National 

Standardized Testing that provided information on TLS students' national 

standing.  Trinity always ranked in the mid to high percentile.    

Below Right: Students learn through experience. 

Left: Trinity Lutheran School students were guests on the Hampton Roads 

Show (WAVY 10) a number of times… lifting up various missions that the 

school was involved in.  The host, Kerri Furey, was a school parent.  

1968 -  Jane Schanbecher Upton, from LCMS college, became principal/teacher 
1969 -  George Weissinger, Concordia Teacher’s college, became principal/teacher 
1971 -  Pastor Bliese assumed the duties of principal 
1977 -  Gladys Plawin became head teacher of the preschool and kindergarten and was volunteer secretary for the 

school until 1988. 
1978 -  Jane Miller became head teacher of the grades.  She also taught German.  She retired in 2002 but stayed 
 on another 13 years teaching German and leading chapel services.  A total of 40 years! 
1981-  Wanda Remstedt was School Board Chairman for a number of years and guided transitions for new princi-   
 pals. She served as Director of TLS herself and was also Church Secretary. 
1988 - Gary Dresser became Principal/Director of Christian Education.  A school secretary was hired at this time. 
1990 -  Sharon Knorr set up and directed the Extended Care Program before and after school. 
1991 -  Scott Zielske became Minister of Education, got TLS accredited by the NLSA, introduced a sports program 
 and got the school’s computer program off the ground. 
2002 -  Judy Sykes became School Administrator, got the school accredited by NLSA a 2nd and 3rd time, brought 
 the school in compliance with new requirements in technology, student safety and academic standards and 
 built church/school relations through various events like the Reformation Festival.  
Music Directors - Karen O’Connor, Johanna Bradley 

Trinity Lutheran School closes in 2015—Early on most private schools were church schools—mostly Catholic and Lutheran, but that 

was changing.  Private schools became popular and Trinity had more competition and decreasing enrollment.  Trinity Lutheran School 

closed after the 2014-2015 school year. 



TLS/SS participated in Norfolk’s "Holiday in the City” Parade 20 yrs.  

Community Service   

Trinity’s participation in Nor-
folk’s “Christmas” parade 
started in 1995….a  time 
when “Jesus” and 
“Christmas” had been 
stripped from the event.  
Trinity brought the signifi-
cance of Christmas back, 
with its Nativity float…for 20 
years. 

Students learned Community service with 
projects  in the neighborhood like cleaning 
up trash at nearby River Point Park. 

Lutheran Schools Week 
Lutheran Schools Week celebrates LCMS Schools with special activities each day of the week -  including a Pep 
Rally and Pajama Day which included pillow fights and ended with a special chapel service. It was a great feeling 
for the children to know that Lutheran schools all over the nation were celebrating with them. 

Sports 
Physical education became part of Trinity's curriculum as upper grades were 
added.  Every year grades' students participated in the Presidential Physical 
Fitness Program as well.  After-school sports included basketball, tennis, girls' 
field hockey, touch football and walking club (something for everyone). 

Hot Lunch Program 
Trinity’s Hot Lunch Program was initiated by 
Sharyn Leiding in 1973. 



    

Music 

Trinity’s music program 
was developed and led 
first by Karen O’Connor 
and then Johanna Brad-
ley.  It included musicals 
and students learned to 
play flutes and handbells. 

Summer Camp    

Trinity’s Summer Camp was 
developed for TLS students 
who needed a summer pro-
gram.  It was headed by 
Christy Sontag from 2006 to 
2015 and by Linda Loper 
after TLS closed.         

Graduation 
Graduations were always special as students completed 
their Trinity journey.  “Go Now, with My Blessing” always 
ended the service.  

School Families connect with Trinity 

Many families made their way to Trinity through the school.  Beyne and Salem Yo-
sief and their children Wintana, Lucas and Abeselom are one of those families.  
Beyne is an Advanced Practice Nurse in Anesthesia at DePaul Medical  Center.  He 
and Salem were looking for a school for their children in 1996 and realized Trinity 
was right there …close to the hospital.  They enrolled their 2 oldest in the summer 
camp program in 1996 and then the regular school year.  The Yosief’s had been 
looking for a home church at that time.  Their home church in Eritrea, Africa, is affil-
iated with Swedish LC(BV) and The Missouri Synod and just celebrated 150 years of 
services. “Trinity has been a home away from home,” says Beyne. 

Working at Trinity Lutheran School 

We were going over the song “Jesus Remember Me.” I told the children that the thief on the cross next to Jesus 
wanted to go to God’s heavenly kingdom when he died.  One little preschool girl raised her hand to say, “My Mom’s 
in heaven,” to which I replied – “Yes, she is, and she’ll be so glad to see you when you go to heaven.”  She smiled. 
In the 3-5th grades music class we sing both religious and secular songs….  you get to share God’s Word so often.   
One day when sharing that Jesus was the one promised to God’s chosen people - the Jews, one boy came up after 
class to tell me that he was Jewish. I gave him a hug – “You’re one of God’s Chosen people!”          Whatever the 
class, we always talk about our sins, God’s forgiveness and the importance of realizing your sin and being sorry.   
One boy who had been disciplined in class came up to me later in the day and asked if he could help me put away 
the music charts and props.  It was his way of saying “I’m sorry.”  God’s Word always got through to the children.   

Scholarship Programs at Trinity 
Lutheran School 

Broegler/Plawin Scholarships for children of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
 
Cathy Davis Scholarship for all students. 
 
Open Hearts Open Doors Scholarships for students 
of Unity Lutheran and Christ Lutheran churches. 


