
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
"A family where Christ is Head and the entire congregation are ministers." 

 

Rev. Jonathan Meraz ~ Pastor 

Stephen Pruitt ~ Director of Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6001 Granby Street 

Norfolk, VA  23505 

757-489-2551 
www.trinitylutherannorfolk.org 

   

 
  

      If you have a smart phone or tablet computer  
you can scan this code and the complete  

Order of Worship will appear on your screen.  
 
WiFi Password – HelloFriend 



A Special Welcome to all who are worshipping with us today. Trinity is a liturgical 

Lutheran church using the Divine Service as written in the Lutheran Service Book.  Today's 
Divine Service is printed for you in this bulletin. We hope that your experience here is 
meaningful and will be lasting.   All members and guests are asked to fill out the Welcome 
Book found in your pew. Please join us in the Welcome Center after the service for fellowship. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS – If you have a specific prayer request, please fill out a Prayer Request 
Card and hand it to the usher.  These will be given to Pastor for the Prayers of the Church. 
 

PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR – Flo and Richard Ball, Eugene Barker, 

Sr., Sandra Cullop, Victor Duarte, Helen Everett, Doris Fitchett, Pat Gregory, Conrad and 

Jeanne Greif, Lee Hendricks, Terry Ingmire, Sabrina Jennings, Doris and Paul Lass, Julie 

and Sam Locklear, Philip Meraz, Brenda Pendry, Scott and Natasha Thieman. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION – In the Sacrament of Holy Communion our Lord Jesus comes to us with 
His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another. He invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of 
all their sin and forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us. 

 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are 
not yet instructed or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the LCMS, 
and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the Pastor before communing.  
For further study, see Matt. 5:23ff, 10:32ff, 18:15-35, 26:26-29; Acts 2:38, 42; 1 Cor. 10:16, 11:17-34 

 

Other Christians and children who have not completed instruction may come forward, cross their arms over their chest and 

receive a blessing. For those who prefer it for any reason, the cups in the center of the tray contain a grape juice option. 

If you wish to commune from the Common Cup do not take an individual cup. Please let the communion assistant know if 

you need a Gluten Free wafer. 

 

Today’s Worship Participants 
 Ushers  Bud Hubert and Doug Sulak  
 Acolyte                                                                Jozlynne Donahue 
 Lector                                                                       John Knickelbein  

Communion Assistant                                                       John Knickelbein 
Children’s Sermon                                                              Pastor Meraz         
Host/ess                                                                               xxxxx 

 
 

Please take the time during the Offering to sign in the Welcome Book at the end of your pew. Loose coins in the Offering 

directly support LCMS families studying for the ministry through Coins for Christ. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ - Following the service, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, 

“Peace be with you” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
 

Cry Room - Parents are encouraged to keep their children in service with them but when the need arises they can take their 

children to the "Cry Room" (Room 115- turn right as you exit out the main doors in the back of the Sanctuary) where the 

children can play and parents can observe the service on the monitor located there. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Money is a means to the greater end of glorifying God 

as we demonstrate practical Christianity in our lives. 
So, whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 

 



The Epiphany of Our Lord                         January 5, 2020 
 

Organ Prelude        O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright       Michael A. Burkhardt 
 

Welcome and Announcements    
 

Call to Worship  Stand and face the Processional Cross (rear of the Church) 
 

Processional Hymn          As with Gladness Men of Old LSB 397 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Ps. 45:6–8a; antiphon: Ps. 45:17 

   C I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; 

     therefore nations will praise you forever and ever. 

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of   

     uprightness; you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your  

     companions; your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; 

     therefore nations will praise you forever and ever. 
 

Kyrie 
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This Is the Feast 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
   

C O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the 

Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your 

divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 
        1

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

        and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
        2

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

        and thick darkness the peoples; 

      but the LORD will arise upon you, 

        and his glory will be seen upon you. 
        3

And nations shall come to your light, 

        and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
  
        4

Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

        they all gather together, they come to you; 

      your sons shall come from afar, 

        and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
        5

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

        your heart shall thrill and exult, 

      because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

        the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
        6

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

        the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

        all those from Sheba shall come. 

      They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

        and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8 

C  Praise the LORD, all nations! 

         Extol him, all peoples! 

    For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

         and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

    Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

         bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
 



Epistle Ephesians 3:1–12 
1
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—

2
assuming that 

you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 
3
how the mystery 

was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 
4
When you read this, you can 

perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
5
which was not made known to the sons of men in 

other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 
6
This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of 

the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

      
7
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was 

given me by the working of his power. 
8
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this 

grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9
and to bring to light 

for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 
10

so 

that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 
11

This was according to the eternal purpose that he has 

realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
12

in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 

through our faith in him. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  

 
  
1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2
saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3
When Herod the king heard  
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this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4
and assembling all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
5
They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
  
        6

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

        are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

      for from you shall come a ruler 

        who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
  

      
7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 

star had appeared. 
8
And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
9
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when 

it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10

When they 

saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11

And going into the house they saw the 

child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 

treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
12

And being warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

Children's Message 
 

Hymn of the Day       O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright LSB 395 

 

 
 

hymn continued next page  
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound!   

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 
Used by permission 

 

Sermon 
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Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering   Please take this time to sign in the Welcome Book at the end of your pew. 

(Loose coins directly support LCMS families studying for the ministry through Coins for Christ.) 
 

Organ Offertory     How Lovely Shines the Morning Star            Michael A. Burkhardt 

 
Stand 
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Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand (as you are able) 

 
Prayer of the Church 

       P:  Lord, in your mercy... 

 C:  ….hear our prayer. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had 

been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in 

Your Son.  In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the 

fullness of Your glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we 

pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 

into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 



Sit 
 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

 

Distribution Hymn           When Peace, like a River LSB 763 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn               What Is This Bread LSB 629 

 

 

 

 
Used by permission 

 

Stand 
 

Thank the Lord 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

Benediction 
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Recessional Hymn         The People That in Darkness Sat LSB 412 

 

 

 
  

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

  

6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 

Public domain 

 

 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
Following the service, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be 

with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 

5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Organ Postlude        O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright              Johann Pachelbel 
 

Acknowledgments  -  Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, 
all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

 



De-Greening of the Church – Today we celebrate Epiphany! Please stay after the service 

to help un-decorate the church and put away the decorations.  
 

Trinity's 100
th

 year celebration begins as we welcome in 2020. Our first Anniversary 
Recognition Service will be held next Sunday, January 12

th
 followed by a reception in 

the Welcome Center.  Praising the Lord for 100 years of Grace!  Please join our 
celebration! 
 

YOUTH NEWS - The next Preteen Fun Night will be held on Friday, January 10
th

 from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  We meet in Belvedere Hall.  It is an evening of games, fun, 

snacks, Bible object lesson, crafts and more fun!   
 

LWML NEWS - The LWML Tidewater Zone Retreat has been scheduled for Saturday, 

January 25, 2020.  It will be held in the conference room at Sandy Bottom Nature Center 

(1255 Big Bethel Road Hampton, VA) starting 9:30am and ending at 3:00pm. 
 

Our ingathering will be for St. Columba Ministries.  They are in great need of men's socks, 

gloves, hats,  scarves (new items) and for gently used or new men's jeans.  They request 

jeans because they keep the wearer warmer than regular pants. 
 

Please let Cathy George or Linda Blaker know if you will be attending by Monday, January 

20, 2020.  This will be helpful for ordering food for breakfast and lunch for the day of the 

retreat.  The registration fee is $20 per person, this covers the cost of the room and meals. 
 

 

2020 Offering Envelopes are ready for pick up in the 
Welcome Center this morning.  Please check your 
box for your name.  Numbers have been reassigned 
as necessary.  If you are currently giving through 
Simply Giving and would still like envelopes, please 

let Anne Combes know.  If you do not have envelopes but would like 
some, please take a set from the unmarked boxes and write your name and 
envelope number on the sign-up sheet provided.   
 

Would you like to forgo the hassle of envelopes?  You can enroll in the VANCO “Simply 

Giving” program. You select the donation, the day and the frequency of the donation and the 

money is withdrawn from your bank account.  Forms are available on the bulletin board in 

the office hallway.  A voided check is required. Completed forms should be given to Anne 

Combes, Church Secretary.  Anne can also answer any questions. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

January 2020 
 

Money is a means to the greater end of glorifying God 

As we demonstrate practical Christianity in our lives. 
So, whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

Applying Bible Principles 
 

We’ve all heard the expression, “Money talks.” That’s true. Money does talk. Oh, not in 

words or phrases that constitute a language, but money talks. Because it is valuable to us, 

how we use it communicates volumes to those about us. People tend to spend their money 

on things that are important to them. With the exception perhaps of taxes, all of us vote 

with the contents of our purses, wallets and checkbooks concerning what means the most 

to us. 

 

In fact, we could even go so far as to say that a person who does not spend money on 

something which is supposedly very important in his or her life really does not place 

much value on that item or activity. Suppose for a moment that you think “little league” 

baseball for kids is very important. You talk about it wherever you go. You attend the 

games. You enroll your own children in the program. But when someone calls you to ask 

you to be a sponsor of a team, or when someone “passes the hat” at a game to pay for 

equipment, you refuse to participate. 

 

Would you not agree that an impartial observer of such behavior would conclude 

correctly that little league baseball really does not mean much to you? Your lack of 

financial support would outweigh the other positive aspects of your attendance, 

enthusiasm and participation. 

 

The same thing is true in the spiritual realm. It is one thing to talk about Christianity. It is 

yet another to demonstrate our faith by how we use the money which God has entrusted 

to us. And that is especially true in our support of the ministry of Trinity Lutheran 

Church. As someone said recently in one church just before the offering was received, 

“Lord, in spite of all we say and do, this is what we think of you.”  

 
Or as the Lord Jesus put it, “ . . . let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

 



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY 
 

Today, January 5
th
         The Epiphany of Our Lord (observed) 

 Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 9:00 am 

 Communion Worship Service 10:00 am 

 De-Greening of the Church 11:30 am 

Monday, January 6
th
      Bowling League 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, January 7
th
  Trinity Chorale Practice 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, January 8
th
   Lutheran Confessions Study Group 6:30 pm 

Thursday, January 9
th
         Ladies Bible Study  11:30 am  

 Men’s Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Friday, January 10
th
 PreTeen Activity Night 6:30 pm 

Sunday, January 12
th
     The Baptism of Our Lord 

 Joyful Ringers Rehearsal 8:45 am 

 Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 9:00 am 

 Communion Worship Service 10:00 am 

    100
th
 Anniversary Kick-Off 

 Anniversary Reception in Welcome Center Following Worship 

  
 Scriptures for January 12

th
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Budget Update – December 2019 

Monthly Revenues $25,789.22 

Monthly Expenses $18,912.53 

Year to date Revenues $240,065.21 

Year to date Expenses $247,456.29 

Year to date: Actual Revenue less Actual Expenses ($7,391.08) 
Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, 

the church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. 

Sunday, December 29, 2019 
Worship Attendance – 94 

General Offerings - $2,784.00 
   

 

 

 

Isaiah 42:1-9   ~   Romans 6:1-11   ~   Matthew 3:13-17 

In the event of inclement weather please visit our website at 

www.trinitylutherannorfolk.org and our Facebook page at TLCNorfolk for 

announcements concerning any cancelations.  Notifications will also be sent by 

email to those with an email address on file and by phone to those who do not. 

Please do not rely on the notice being posted on the local news networks. 

 


