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A Special Welcome to all who are worshipping with us today. Trinity is a liturgical
Lutheran church using the Divine Service as written in the Lutheran Service Book. Today's
Divine Service is printed for you in this bulletin. We hope that your experience here is
meaningful and will be lasting. All members and guests are asked to fill out the Welcome
Book found in your pew. Please join us in the Welcome Center after the service for fellowship.
PRAYER REQUESTS – If you have a specific prayer request, please fill out a Prayer Request
Card and hand it to the usher. These will be given to Pastor for the Prayers of the Church.
PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED FOR – Flo and Richard Ball, Eugene Barker, Sr.,
Jacque Czypinski, Victor Duarte, Helen Everett, Doris Fitchett, Pat Gregory, Conrad and Jeanne
Greif, Lee Hendricks, Terry Ingmire, Sabrina Jennings, Doris and Paul Lass, Julie and Sam
Locklear, Jane Neill, Brenda Pendry, Scott and Natasha Thieman, Marc Vernick, Tom Wingate.
HOLY COMMUNION – In the Sacrament of Holy Communion our Lord Jesus comes to us with
His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. He invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of
all their sin and forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are
not yet instructed or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the LCMS,
and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the Pastor before communing.
For further study, see Matt. 5:23ff, 10:32ff, 18:15-35, 26:26-29; Acts 2:38, 42; 1 Cor. 10:16, 11:17-34

Other Christians and children who have not completed instruction may come forward, cross their arms over their chest and
receive a blessing. For those who prefer it for any reason, the cups in the center of the tray contain a grape juice option.
If you wish to commune from the Common Cup do not take an individual cup. Please let the communion assistant know if
you need a Gluten Free wafer.

Today’s Worship Participants
Ushers
Acolyte
Lector
Communion Assistant
Children’s Sermon
Host/ess

Justin Malone and Doug Sulak
Jeanette Gilson and Philip Gilson
Pastor Meraz
Bill Sontag
Pastor Meraz
LWML Baby Shower

Please take the time during the Offering to sign in the Welcome Book at the end of your pew. Loose coins in the Offering
directly support LCMS families studying for the ministry through Coins for Christ.
Sharing the Peace of Christ - Following the service, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying,
“Peace be with you” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Cry Room - Parents are encouraged to keep their children in service with them but when the need arises they can take their
children to the "Cry Room" (Room 115- turn right as you exit out the main doors in the back of the Sanctuary) where the
children can play and parents can observe the service on the monitor located there.

We are to be content with what we have.
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have,
for He has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you”.
Hebrews 13:5

Third Sunday in Advent
December 15, 2019
Prelude
Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
Johann Sebastian Bach
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship Stand and face the Processional Cross (rear of the Church)
Processional Hymn

Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors

Used by permission

1

LSB 339

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Each Sunday we light a new candle on the Advent wreath.
This week we light the third candle, the pink joy candle.
It represents the joy we have in the coming King, Jesus Christ.

2

Advent Hymn

Arise, O Christian People

LSB 354 st. 3

Public domain

Service of the Word
Introit

Ps. 71:14–18; antiphon: Phil. 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
I will hope continually
and will praise you yet more and more.
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the day,
for their number is past my knowledge.
With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come;
I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.
O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me,
until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those to come.

3

Gloria Patri

Kyrie

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P Let us pray.
C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit

Choral Introit

Torches

Old Testament Reading
1
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
2
it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
3
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4

John Joubert
Isaiah 35:1–10

4

Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”

5

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8

And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
9
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
10
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Choral Meditation

An Advent Alleluia

Dana Mengel

Trinity Chorale and Diane Pruitt, flute
Gradual
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.
5

Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt.

Epistle

James 5:7–11
7

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains.
8
You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not
grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is
standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You
have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord
is compassionate and merciful.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Choral Meditation

As Your Coming Was in Peace

Matthew Machemer

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.

2

Matthew 11:2–15

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have
good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
7
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see?
A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.
9
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is
he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
6

11

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of
John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it
by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to
accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

Children's Presentation

Presentation Hymn

Away in a Manger
(Congregation sings after children assemble)

Text and Tune: Public domain

8

LSB 364 sts. 1–2

Hymn of the Day

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

Public domain

9

LSB 516

Sermon
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand (as you are able)

Prayer of the Church
Offertory

Sit

Offering

Please take this time to sign in the Welcome Book at the end of your pew.

(Loose coins directly support LCMS families studying for the ministry through Coins for Christ.)

Handbell Offertory

Alleluia, He Comes To Us

Stand (as you are able)

10

Mary Ellen Paige

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the
very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance
that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

11

Sanctus

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

12

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Sit

Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to
those who come to receive.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
13

Distribution Hymn

Jesus Comes Today with Healing

5

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Used by permission
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LSB 620

Distribution Hymn

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Public domain

15

LSB 621

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

16

Thanksgiving

P Let us pray.
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Salutation and Benedicamus

17

Benediction

18

Recessional Hymn

Public domain

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

LSB 336

Sharing the Peace of Christ
Following the service, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be
with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt.
5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).
Postlude

Veni, Emmanuel

Stephen R. Pruitt

Acknowledgments - Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise
indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

The ladies of the LWML are hosting a baby shower in the Welcome Center today for
Julie and Zack Kuenzli after the service. Please join us to celebrate this coming addition.
TODAY the homebound Trinitarians are awaiting our arrival and will join us in singing
familiar Christmas Carols. Meet in Belvedere Hall for a light lunch, carpool assignments,
etc. Share season’s greetings with members unable to join us in worship.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest... so begins the common table prayer. In the spirit of
Revelation 22:20, during Advent services we will apply this petition to Advent devotions.
Through short and simple daily practices we will learn to pray, "Come Lord Jesus" in a way
that gives daily strength and hope. Join us this Wednesday evening for our last Advent
service. We will begin at 7:00 pm with a hymn sing. This is an opportunity to sing
your favorite hymns and Christmas carols.
LWML NEWS - We will be holding our Women's Epiphany Luncheon on Saturday,
January 4th at the Red Lobster on Independence Blvd. in Virginia Beach at 11:30
am. Please sign up by December 29th on the LWML board to let us know you are
attending. All ladies of the congregation are invited!
Welcome Center Renovation – A committee has been established to review possible
changes to our Welcome Center. We realize everyone has a different idea of what is needed
and what is not needed. If you would like your opinion heard please take a minute to speak
with Pastor or Lynn Hubert and let us know your thoughts. You have seen a few changes
already. Let us know what you think so far. We are eager to update our Welcome Center
to be more "welcoming" for our 100th Anniversary celebrations. Here is your chance to
have your comments heard. God bless each of you for being a part of our Trinity family.
Praising the Lord for 100 years of Grace! - We are looking forward to Trinity's
100th Anniversary year, beginning in just 3 weeks. To date, we have received $22,938.71 in
honor of our 100th Anniversary. WE NEED YOUR PICTURE for our "Trinity Family"
board and for our 100th Anniversary Pictorial Directory coming out in early 2020. If you
have not had your picture taken, please see Lynn Hubert so that we can make sure you are
included.

December 2019 Presentation
As we have seen in previous presentations, God determines the amount of money and material
possessions that we have. We do our part by working and by wisely managing His resources, but
as King David stated in First Chronicles 29, both riches and honor come from God, and He
determines who is made great and who is made small.
Contentment has been defined as accepting with a spirit of peace and a spirit of restfulness what
God has allowed us to have. Contentment is a conscious response that causes us not to quarrel
with God’s decisions concerning our financial standing and status. Like the Apostle Paul, who
described his outlook in Philippians 4:11-12, we are to know how to abound when God showers
His blessings on us; we also are to know how to do without when that occurs.
John Rockefeller was once asked, “How many millions does it take to satisfy a man?” Rockefeller
wisely replied, “The next one.” That’s human nature — always wanting more. It’s what Solomon
expressed in Ecclesiastes 5:10, “He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he
who loves wealth with his income. . . .” But when we are content with what God has entrusted to
us, our heart’s desire is not to get more wealth. Instead, it is to glorify God with what we have,
regardless of the amount.
This does not mean that we should never want to improve our situation. In fact, many of the
products we take for granted today are the result of that very thing. Edison was dissatisfied with
gas lights. His discontent brought about the invention of the electric light bulb. Someone else was
not content to haul ice for an ice box, so he invented the refrigerator. A man in Greenville,
Illinois, was not content to suffer one summer in the 1950s in a hot apartment, so he invented the
room air conditioner.
Scripture also provides numerous illustrations of people wanting to improve their situations. For
example, it was David’s desire to replace the temporary tabernacle with a more permanent
structure reflecting God’s glory that caused him to want to build the Temple. It was Isaiah’s
desire for an improved spiritual relationship with God through personal holiness that caused him
to cry out to God for cleansing. It was the Ethiopian eunuch’s desire to know more about the
Lamb of God that ultimately led to his conversion through the ministry of the Holy Spirit’s
messenger, Philip. Yes, God can empower and multiply the efforts of anyone who is content as
we have defined it this morning but who wants to improve a less-than-desirable situation.
Remember, contentment simply means that we demonstrate spiritual maturity by accepting with a
spirit of peace and restfulness what God has entrusted to us. And contentment means that we
resist the temptation to say, “God, You didn’t know what You were doing when you determined
my financial standing. You must have made a mistake. God, You need to rethink this thing.
Surely, I deserve more than this.”
Are you content with what you have? Is your life typified by a spirit of peace concerning your
financial situation? My challenge to you this morning is found in Hebrews 13:5 — “Keep your
life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will never
leave you nor forsake you.’”

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
Today, December 15

th

Monday, December 16th
Wednesday, December 18th
Thursday, December 19th
Sunday, December 22nd

Third Sunday in Advent
Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
Joyful Ringers Rehearsal
Communion Worship Service
LWML Baby Shower
Christmas Caroling to the Homebound
Bowling League
Trinity Chorale Practice
Mid-week Advent Worship Service
Men’s Bible Study
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
Communion Worship Service
Joyful Ringers Rehearsal

9:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
After Worship
After Worship
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am

Scriptures for December 22nd
7

Isaiah 7:10-17

~

Romans 1:1-7

~

Matthew 1:18-25

Sunday, December 8, 2019
Worship Attendance – 94
General Offerings - $3,358.00

A special thank you to Stephen Pruitt, Diane Pruitt,
Trinity Chorale and Joyful Ringers for our special
music today. Also, thank you to Judy Sykes and our
Sunday School children for their special presentation.

