The Book of Exodus: Let My People Go!
A New Beginning
Palm Sunday

April 14, 2019

Our past is behind us. God’s grace is before us. A new beginning awaits us. That’s the message for Israel in
Exodus 34. And that’s God’s message for us as well on this Palm Sunday weekend!
In this Solemn Season of Lent you are encouraged to
Talk to God before the Service, let God talk to you in the Service,
then talk to one another after the Service.

Prelude

Invocation and Call to Worship
(Based on Job 19:23–27)
During the sermon series on Exodus our worship will use psalms that celebrate Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. Today we use
selected verses from Psalm 8 and Psalm 135.

Stand (as you are able)

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Praise the LORD! Praise the name of the LORD!
C: Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good.
P: Celebrate his lovely name with music.
C: For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself.
P: Israel for his own special treasure.
C: He destroyed the firstborn in each Egyptian home—
P: Both people and animals.
C: He performed miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt.
P: Against Pharaoh and all his people.
C: O LORD, our Lord!
All: How majestic is your name in all the earth!

[All are invited to process with palms as the cross
makes its way from the Narthex to the Chancel.]

Processional Hymn

All Glory, Laud and Honor
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Confession and Absolution
P: Hear me, merciful and mighty Father, as I confess my bondage to sin and death.
C: I know that nothing good lives in me.
P: That is, in my sinful nature.
C: For I have the desire to do good.
P: But I cannot carry it out.
C: For what I do is not the good I want to do.
P: No, the evil I do not want to do, this I keep on doing.
C: I find this law at work
P: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.
C: For in my inner being I delight in God’s law.
P: But I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war and making me a prisoner of the law
of sin and death.
All: Who will rescue me from this body of death?
You are invited to silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, Christ’s love is greater.

P: Hear the good news! The same God who delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage also delivers you from your
body of sin and death. Jesus Christ, the Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed and his blood forgives you and sets
you free! O LORD, our Lord—
All: How majestic is your name in all the earth!
Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon himself
our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of his great
humility and patience and be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading
Exodus 34:1-8
The LORD said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and I will write on the tablets the
words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to
Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain. 3 No one shall come up with you, and
let no one be seen throughout all the mountain. Let no flocks or herds graze opposite that mountain.” 4 So

Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as
the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. 5 The LORD descended in the cloud
and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD passed before him and
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love
and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children,
to the third and the fourth generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Choral Anthem
Epistle
2 Corinthians 5:14—6:2
14
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have
died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their
sake died and was raised.
16
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.
6 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says,
“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand (as you are able)

Gospel Procession
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Lamb of God, Pure and Holy

LSB 434 st. 1

Holy Gospel
Matthew 21:1-11
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,
5
“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them
their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!” 10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the
crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Gospel Recession

Lamb of God, Pure and Holy
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Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Children's Message
Catechetical Instruction - The Lord’s Prayer
The Introduction
Our Father who art in heaven.
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What does this mean?
With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true
children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children as their dear Father.
Hymn of the Day

Great is Thy Faithfulness
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Used by permission.

Sermon - “A New Beginning!” (Exodus 34:1-8)
Stand (as you are able)

Offering Please take this time to sign in the Welcome Book at the end of your pew.
(Loose coins directly support LCMS families studying for the ministry through Coins for Christ.)

Instrumental Offertory
Prayers of the Church
Following the pastor’s prayer, “The old life is gone” the congregation is invited to respond, “Our new life has
begun.” (This is based upon 2 Corinthians 5:17.)

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed
hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P: In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Sit

Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those
who come to receive, saying:
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace.
C: Amen.

Distribution Hymn

Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed
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Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus
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Distribution Hymn
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Stand (as you are able)

Nunc Dimittis

Thanksgiving

P: Let us pray.
P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Benediction
P: We know and trust the greatness of the Almighty God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit! O LORD, our Lord All: How majestic is your name in all the earth!
Recessional Hymn

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
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Silent Prayer
Lord Jesus, I thank and praise you for a new beginning! I claim it and will live it! Amen.

Sharing the Peace of Christ
Following the service, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,”
as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).
Postlude
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