
World Upside Down: The Book of Acts 
Acts 5:1-16 

1. Weekly check-in: how can we pray for one another? 

2. The early Christian community is no idealistic utopia (vv. 1-2). 

[1] But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as 
people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. [2] I fed you with milk, not 
solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not 
yet ready, [3] for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy 
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a 
human way? [4] For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I 
follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?  
 - 1 Corinthians 3:1–4 

[6] I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called 
you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—[7] 
not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you 
and want to distort the gospel of Christ. [8] But even if we or an angel 
from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 
preached to you, let him be accursed. [9] As we have said before, so 
now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to 
the one you received, let him be accursed. (ESV) 
 - Galatians 1:6–9 

3. The sin of Ananias & Sapphira is idolatry expressed in greed & deceit 
(v. 3).  

[15] And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all 
covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.” [16] And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a 
rich man produced plentifully, [17] and he thought to himself, ‘What 
shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ [18] And he said, ‘I 
will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 
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there I will store all my grain and my goods. [19] And I will say to my 
soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.”’ [20] But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your 
soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’ [21] So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 
rich toward God.” (ESV) 
 - Luke 12:15–21  

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pangs.  
 - 1 Timothy 6.10 

4. The couple’s example is the epitome of vicious hypocrisy (vv. 4-6). 

[25] “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the 
outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and 
self-indulgence. [26] You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the 
cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 
[27] “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within 
are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. [28] So you also 
outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness. (ESV) 
 - Jesus, Matthew 23:25–28 

Vicious Hypocrisy Virtuous Hypocrisy

Impious playacting Pious imitation

Motivated by unholy pride Motivated by holy longing

Lies to the Spirit Cooperates with the Spirit

Aimed at maintaining image Aimed at transforming interior

“Fake it so you don’t have to make it” “Fake it ‘till you make it”
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5. I believe in the Holy Spirit, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped & glorified (vv. 7-9).  

[19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 - Matthew 28:19 

[4] Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; [5] and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; [6] and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in 
everyone.  
 - 1 Corinthians 12:4–6 

6. The church sometimes serves as a sign of contradiction (vv. 10-11). 

[27] Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side 
by side for the faith of the gospel, [28] and not frightened in 
anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their 
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. [29] For it has 
been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in him but also suffer for his sake, [30] engaged in the same 
conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. (ESV) 
 - Philippians 1:27–30 

7. The season of unstoppable signs & wonders wasn’t interminable (vv. 
12-13).  

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  
 - Acts 8:1 
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[21] When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made 
many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to 
Antioch, [22] strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging 
them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.  
 - Acts 14:21–22 

The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with utmost 
patience, with signs and wonders and mighty works. 
 - 2 Corinthians 12:12 

8. The signs of the church point to the life-giving power of the gospel (vv. 
14-16).  

[3] Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? [4] We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. [5] For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  
 - Romans 6:3–5 

[23] For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, [24] and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” [25] In the same 
way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” [26] For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  
 - 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 
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