World Upside Down: The Book of Acts
Acts 2:1-13
1. When we’re young we learn the jingle, “Make new friends, but keep
the old: one is silver and other gold.” What is this rhyme telling us?
2. The time for the Church’s birth has come (v. 1).
[6] And while they were there, the time came (lit., “the days were
fulfilled”) for her to give birth.
- Luke 2:6
[4] But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, [5] to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. (ESV)
- Galatians 4:4–5
3. The resurrection of Jesus transforms the meaning of the sacred
calendar.
[9] “You shall count seven weeks. Begin to count the seven weeks
from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain. [10] Then
you shall keep the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God with the
tribute of a freewill offering from your hand, which you shall give as
the LORD your God blesses you. [11] And you shall rejoice before the
LORD your God, you and your son and your daughter, your male
servant and your female servant, the Levite who is within your
towns, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are among
you, at the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his
name dwell there. [12] You shall remember that you were a slave in
Egypt; and you shall be careful to observe these statutes. (ESV)
- Deuteronomy 16:9–12
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4. The Wind blows where it wishes (v. 2).
- Pneuma = wind, breath, spirit
[5] Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. [6] That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. [7] Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born
again.’ [8] The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
- John 3:5–8
[9] Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of
man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.”
- Ezekiel 37:9
5. Fire falls when God comes down (v. 3).
[2] And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out
of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning,
yet it was not consumed.
- Exodus 3:2
On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings
and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so
that all the people in the camp trembled. [17] Then Moses brought the
people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the
foot of the mountain. [18] Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke
because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went
up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled
greatly. [19] And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder,
Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. [20] The LORD
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came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the
LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.
- Exodus 19:16–20
6. The Spirit prompts new speech (v. 4).
[10] But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent,
either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am
slow of speech and of tongue.” [11] Then the LORD said to him, “Who
has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or
blind? Is it not I, the LORD? [12] Now therefore go, and I will be with
your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.”
- Exodus 4:10–12
[14] Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how
to answer, [15] for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of
your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.
- Luke 21:14–15
7. The coming of the Spirit signifies Babel undone (vv. 5-10).
[5] And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the
children of man had built. [6] And the LORD said, “Behold, they are
one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the
beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do
will now be impossible for them. [7] Come, let us go down and there
confuse their language, so that they may not understand one
another's speech.” [8] So the LORD dispersed them from there over
the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. [9]
Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD
confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
- Genesis 11:5–9
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[10] In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall
be glorious. [11] In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second
time to recover the remnant that remains of his people, from
Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from
Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea.
He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished
of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of
the earth.
- Isaiah 11:10–12
8. The Church’s end is in her beginning (v. 11).
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
- 1 Peter 2.9
9. The work of the Spirit requires interpretation (v. 13).
In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.
- 1 Peter 3:15
10. The Church is the new wine.
[16] No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the
patch tears away from the garment, and a worse tear is made. [17]
Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst
and the wine is spilled and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is
put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”
- Matthew 9.16-17
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