
World Upside Down: The Book of Acts 
Acts 1:12-26 

1. What are some common superstitions? Are there any that you have 
held to?  

2. The early church practiced homothumadon (vv. 12-14). 

ὁμοθυμαδόν, homothumadon: “with one accord,” lit. “rushing 
together” 

And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts. 
 - Acts 2.46 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 - Rom 15:5-6 

But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and 
rushed together at him. 
 - Acts 7.57 

3. The “second Eve” served a vital role among the early Christians (v. 14).  

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive.  
 - 1 Corinthians 15:21–22 

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  
 - Luke 2:19 
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Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
things that have been accomplished among us, just as those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word 
have delivered them to us… 
 - Luke 1:1–2 

4. God grows His church (v. 15). 

He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven 
is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took 
and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all 
seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all 
the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” 
 - Matthew 13.31-32 

- According to estimates from sociologist 
Rodney Stark, the Church grew at roughly 40% 
a century, or 3.4% a year 

- By the year 250, still less than 2% of the 
population 

- By 350, more than half the population 

5. The Church is the new Israel (v. 16). 
  

“You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, and I assign to 
you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.  
 - Luke 22:28–30 
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Year # of Christians 
(estimate)

40 1,000

50 1,400

100 7,530

150 40,496

200 217,795

250 1,171,356

300 6,299,832

350 33,882,008



James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve 
tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.  
 - James 1:1 

  
6. Peter and Judas shared most everything in common but their remorse 
(vv. 17-20).  

For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—
though I did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though 
only for a while. As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but 
because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, 
so that you suffered no loss through us. For godly grief produces a 
repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly 

grief produces death.  
 - 2 Corinthians 7:8–10 

7. The Apostles (“sent-ones”) were a distinct and qualified group from 
the beginning (vv. 21-25). 

In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he 
continued in prayer to God. And when day came, he called his 
disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 
Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James 
and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, 
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and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, 
and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.  
 - Luke 6:12–16 
Criteria: 
i)
ii)
iii)

8. The Lord leads His supernatural church through natural means (v. 26).  

These are the inheritances that the people of Israel received in the 
land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun 
and the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the people of 
Israel gave them to inherit. [2] Their inheritance was by lot, just as 
the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses for the nine and 
one-half tribes. (ESV) 

  - Joshua 14:1–2 

The lot puts an end to quarrels 
 and decides between powerful contenders.  
 - Proverbs 18:18 

9. The Church knows no failure in the world it hasn’t first met in itself.  

[7] But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the 
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. [8] We are afflicted in 
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; [9] 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; [10] 
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. [11] For we who live are 
always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of 
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. [12] So death is at 
work in us, but life in you. (ESV) 

  - 2 Corinthians 4:7–12
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