
World Upside Down: The Book of Acts 
Acts 1:4-11 

1. When are some of the most difficult times to wait? And is there ever an 
upside to waiting? 

2. Eating is part of resurrected life (v. 4).  

As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among 
them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” But they were startled and 
frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he said to them, “Why 
are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. And while they 
still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have 
you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he 
took it and ate before them.  
 - Luke 24:36–43 

When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish 
laid out on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish 
that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled 
the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there 
were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and 
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and so with the fish.  

  - John 21:9–13 

3. Christianity is “a religion of waiting” (Pelikan).  

 Wait for the LORD; 
  be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
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  wait for the LORD!  
 - Psalm 27:14 

For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in 
the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For 
in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience.  
 - Romans 8:22–25 

4. John’s baptism is to be distinguished from Jesus’ own baptism, on the 
one hand, and the one that Jesus instituted, on the other (v. 5).  
  
 i) John’s baptism was for repentance 
  

Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem 
and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to 
him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins.  
 - Matthew 3:4–6 

 ii) Jesus’ baptism was for consecration 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, and the 
Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.”  
 - Luke 3:21–22 

 iii) Christian baptism is for forgiveness 
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But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on 
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 - Titus 3:4–6 

5. The disciples’ mistake wasn’t their hope but their timing (vv. 6-7). 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the 
Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me 
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a 
hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will 
be last, and the last first.” 
 - Matthew 19:28–30 

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.”  

  - Matthew 24:36 
  
6. Our calling to be witnesses is an ‘is’ and not an ‘ought’ (v. 8). 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

  - Matthew 5:14–16 

You are witnesses of these things.  
 - Luke 24:48 
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“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will 
bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you 
have been with me from the beginning.  
 - John 15:26–27 

7. The Ascension means that Jesus fills & rules over all things (vv. 9-11).  

[God] raised [Christ] from the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come. And he put all things under his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
 - Ephesians 1:20–23 

He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.  
 - Ephesians 4:10 

8. Awaiting Jesus’ return, Christians keep a left-handed half-hold on this 
life.  

"We are to know that our Lord and Redeemer will come from heaven, 
and should, therefore, expect his return at any moment. 
Consequently, we have but a left-handed half-hold on this life, but 
with our right hand and open hearts we await the day that our Lord 
will come in glorious majesty and splendor so great that human 
tongues will be unable to put it into words.” 
 - Martin Luther
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